Is the Rat Terrier the Breed for you?

ABOUT RAT TERRIERS

Rat Terriers crave human companionship and attention. They are unusually sensitive, intuitive, and anxious to please, very determined and thrive on praise. Rat Terriers make good housedogs and can be crate trained, but don't generally do well in kennels. They love people and enjoy companionship too much. Just move and they're there like a shadow! Most dogs' think they are human, Rat Terriers KNOW that they are! Rat Terrier's as puppies are very active and will require a lot more time, attention and effort than an older dog, but RT's are usually very sociable and will remain playful and active throughout their lifetime. If you'd consider being "owned" by a Rat Terrier, then this may be the breed for you!

QUESTION: "HOW ARE THEY AROUND CHILDREN?"

 Although some dogs that are not raised around children may wish to stay away from them and should be supervised, most are extremely patient and tolerant of children, especially those of their own, and commonly are found playing and sleeping together. (Under the covers!) Well-adjusted Rat Terriers may be reserved and somewhat aloof with strangers, but most will "warm up" socially accepting and enjoying visitors almost as much as their own family as long as you are there

QUESTION: "WHAT PROBLEMS DOES THIS BREED HAVE?"

 Rat Terrier's are generally a hardy and long-lived breed that often lives to be 12-18 years old. They have few known health problems. Hip & elbow dysphasia’s and eye problems are rarely seen in this breed, while Allergies (contact, inhalants and foods) are of the highest reported incidents, along with bad or incorrect bites. (RE: Breed Standard; the Scissor bite is preferred and a level bite is acceptable). Some reports, indicate potential problems with: crooked or retained puppy teeth, and varying degrees of bad knees or luxating/patellas. These problems generally occur in small and toy dogs of any breed less than 12". Other reported problems have been connected with chemical sensitivity/allergies (Hives, swelling etc.) Certain insecticides, wormers, flea & tick dips, soap products, shampoos & colognes and reactions to serums, such as lepto (allergies to eggs?) and some individuals may be sensitive to certain anesthesia's, presumably due to their lack of body fat. Another problem that may occur, are those associated with Dermodex Mange. Although topical salves, dips and drug therapies can usually resolve the problem, which is generally seen when a dog is under stress during teething etc. This is thought to be an inherited autoimmune T-cell defect, which allows this type of mite to proliferate, and depending on the severity, the individual may not be a suitable candidate for breeding. Consult with your veterinarian if your dog has any patches of skin redness or hair loss to check for this condition. For more information click on the link below: http://www.ratterrierclub.com/genetics/index.html 

QUESTION: "WHAT IS THEIR TEMPERMENT LIKE?"

 Rat Terriers can be very loyal, active and extremely playful. Activity slows down as the dog ages, but dogs generally remain playful throughout their lives. They are highly intelligent and are generally easy to train and housebreak. Many love agility and obedience, and excel at it, as they are so eager to please their owners and are very quick. After a puppy is proper inoculated, a puppy obedience course is highly recommended for every (owner and their) dog to help train and be properly socialized. In today's society, ALL dogs should be socialized at an early age. Start early and keep it up. Rat Terriers are smart and can get bored. (It is recommended that your puppy "meet" 100 people by the time it is 4-5 months old). An obedience course provides professional help for both the owner and their dog, while aids in bonding and the development of good social skills that will remain a lifetime. (Be careful, as they tend to be easily over-corrected. A sharp verbal admonition/scolding is enough for a young puppy.) Rat Terrier's were considered a "strain" of Fox Terrier. Infusions of both sight-hound (Italian Greyhound/Whippet) and scent-hound/Beagle has provided them with an even and outgoing temperament that sets them apart from many of the other traditional terrier breeds. They are perfectly content to be near their owner and make great housedogs. They are not generally yappers or barkers, but they can be very demanding, using their paws and most are somewhat vocal, especially when ignored. They're naturally "real talkers" with plenty of growling and mumbling! They possess pack instinct and therefore do better with company (animal or human), and some dogs if left alone for long periods, may suffer from problems with "separation anxiety" or boredom. (Actual "Growling" with aggression should never be allowed! It's a dominance problem that can quickly escalate and requires professional help ASAP).

QUESTION: "DO THEY GET ALONG WELL WITH OTHER DOGS?" 

YES. Although there may be family squabbles over food or sleeping arrangements, the Rat Terrier is not a sparring or dog aggressive breed and may actually find itself in trouble for being "too friendly". Many Rat Terriers' want to play with any dog they see, so the owner should be cautious when approaching strange dogs before allowing contact to avoid a fight from ensuing. After all, they are terriers and once a fight is provoked, they are size-blind and they will "fight" with any instigator. Want another Rat? It is strongly recommended that you do not get more than one puppy at a time, as they may tend to bond with each other rather than with you. Get one, and give yourselves some time to get settled in. Concentrate and work on your socialization skills and bonding first, before bringing another dog into your home. This helps to reduce pack order aggression and alleviate alpha dominance between dogs in your home.

"WE HAVE OTHER PETS. HOW DO THEY GENERALLY GET ALONG WITH OTHER ANIMALS?"

 Rat Terrier's are generally happy-go-lucky, but they are good watchdogs and these territorial (pack rats) will defend "their" property and yours. (Most love their toys and chewies, and will hoard them.) They are also intuitive, instinctive hunters with strong pack and prey instincts. (Several have attainted "World Champion Squirrel Dog" titles.) They are not generally known as earth dogs, but being a Terrier, ANY small, quick moving animal; the neighbor's cat, pet hamster or rat, vermin or varmint, is "fair" game and the chase is on. Many are escape artists that can climb and jump too. Five to six foot perimeter fencing is recommended. If you raise Rat Terriers with a cat, parrot/avian or other animals in a multiple pet situation, they will likely see them as a part of their family. Rat Terriers generally do get along very well with other animals and dogs, and being bred as a farm dog, most livestock too. They are used to guard chicken houses in the southern and Midwest states, to homes and apartments in the cities. City, country or suburbs, farm or condo, it matters not. With their compact size (generally 10-18", 8-25#), willingness to learn, and their utter devotion to "their people", makes them one of the greatest of pets and an ideal and loving companion.

"HOW MUCH GROOMING IS REQUIRED? DO THEY SHED?"

Being a shorthaired breed they DO shed. Living inside the home, (heating and extended periods of light further stimulates them to shed.) They'll require a frequent brushing with a soft brush or a rubber curry mitt to remove dead hair to help alleviate shedding, which is normally heavier in the spring and fall, or after whelping or seasonal heat cycles. If your dog does shed excessively, your vet can do a blood panel. Blood panels are now recommended once a year to help screen for heath problems, both real and potential. An occasional bath with a thorough rinse, along with the cleaning of the anal glands and a nail trim are occasionally necessary as with any other breed. (Bluing/brighteners are OK, and will brighten the white markings, but watch colognes. Hives are reported.) It is recommended that you occasionally take your dog to a groomer to have this done. In the event you have to board your dog, it will be accustomed to being left there, knows the staff, and knows you'll be coming back. When you do take your dog to the groomer, tell them to please "leave the whiskers"! They help aid the individual in many ways, just as a cat's whiskers do, and dog's that are "shown" in conformation, are done so "au natural".

MALE OR FEMALE?

Both sexes make wonderful and loving pets. Females are generally priced slightly higher due to their preference as a housedog, but males, if neutered at an early age 4-6 months, make excellent companions and housedogs too! If you are buying a Rat Terrier strictly as a pet, with no intention of breeding, spaying or neutering at an early age is strongly recommended. Both MALE and FEMALE Terriers are territorial and are known to "mark", especially if left intact. Sterilization deters this in both sexes and the earlier the better as it prevents sexual habits from becoming habitual ones and helps alleviate or prevent the chance of certain cancers, not to mention accidental staining, fighting, roaming and/or unwanted suitors and certain sexual aggressiveness and dominance problems too. EARS & TAILS: "I've seen Rat Terriers with erect ears and some that have buttoned ears like the Jack Russell Terriers do. Both erect and dropped, (or buttoned) ear carriages are "acceptable" in our breed, and can often be found in individuals of the same litter. Ears should be "equal and uniform", or are to be "faulted" accordingly, but a Rat Terriers ears should never be cropped

WHEN DO THE EARS STAND?

It is sometimes hard to determine what type of ear carriage each individual will eventually have. All puppies are born with their ears up and then they begin to drop as their eyes open. It may take several weeks or several months for the ears to stand, (they just pop up one day) or they may stay dropped. In the UKC conformation show ring, ear carriages are not faulted until a dog reaches one year of age.

“DO THEY HAVE TO HAVE THEIR TAILS DOCKED?"

How long should a tail be?" Most Rat Terriers have their dewclaws removed and their tails docked when they are 24-48 hours old. This is done about the width of a fingertip, which will leave the pup's newly docked tail approximately 3/4-7/8" long. This produces a tail 1-3" long, which is shorter than that of a Jack Russell Terrier and more like that of a Schnauzer. (Docking tip: Look underneath the tail; the hair grows straight from the vent and then will start to wrap around the tail. Dock at this point...many dogs will have tan in this area and it will be visibly marked.) 

A BOB TAIL?

 Some dogs are born with a naturally bobbed or shortened tails, which may be surgically docked to an appropriate length, or left "as is". Although (medium) long natural tails are acceptable under the standard set by the United Kennel Club, long tails are not generally preferred nor favored, and are subject to be "penalized" in the AKC show ring if it distracts from the overall outline of the Terrier. Crooked, curled or any tails carried over the back are faulted. IMPORTANT NOTE: The gene for bobtails/brachury is a "homozygous lethal", therefore two natural bobtailed individuals should NOT be bred together. (One parent should have been born with a full tail to avoid this T/T genotype.) It is therefore requested that the suffix "NB" be used on the registration papers in conjunction with the listing of the individual's color to denote this presence of this trait.

"WHAT COLORS AND COATS ARE ACCEPTABLE?"

 Rat Terriers are a shorthaired breed that predominately displays vivid spotted patterns; generally, "white with Black spotted markings with tan or rust trimming" (that is placed like that of the Manchester Terrier or Doberman). Unlike the TFT, JRT or Fox Terriers, which must be at least 51% white, RT's are "preferred to be 20-90% white", but are not required to have a specified percentage of white, other than "a patch of white" (about the size of a quarter on their body, excluding the feet and head) to be registered. This minimal patch of white helps preserve the genes that are necessary to recreate these spotted patterns. Solid colored individuals, Black and Tan's or bi-coloreds without any white markings; or any albino, brindle or merle colorations are a "breed disqualification", as with any broken or wire coats, absence of coat or long haired coats. (Individuals displaying these RT disqualifications, with the exception of albinism, may qualify for single registration as one of the "FEIST" breeds.  All colors are preferred to be darkly hued, clean and solid. Black is the "dominant" base or ground coloration and about 85% of our breed display black with their markings. Other "acceptable" colorations which are harder to come by (Red, Orange/Apricot, Tan, Chocolate, Lemon, Pearl, & Blue) are "recessives" and are therefore naturally produced in limited numbers. Double recessives, (very light coat colors) such as pale silver and creams are discouraged (since they make it difficult to see the color patterns in the coat) and are thus faulted, and a dark eye (black to hazel) is preferred. Nose and eye rims should correspond with the coat color and blue or amber eyes are faulted except in blue colored dogs, where a gray eye is preferred.

"WHY AREN'T RAT TERRIERS AN AKC BREED?"

 It takes time and a certain protocol must be strictly adhered to. The RTCA filed a petition several years ago and we are actively seeking an AKC "miscellaneous" status. We have listed many thousands of RT's in our database, but due to the lack of sufficient quantities of three-generation pedigrees, RT's are currently designated as a "Rare Breed".

BUYER BEWARE!

 The seller/breeder should never tell you that you can buy the dog "without papers" for one price or another with them*, OR tells you, " YOU can get papers or your pedigree", by writing to this or that registry. A reputable seller/breeder should provide you with all of the necessary forms, (an application for registration) and will have their paperwork there for you to see and possibly take with you, or WILL guarantee them in writing. If "papers" don't really matter to you, and you "BUY" a purebred dog of any breed whose parents ARE NOT REGISTERED, or are in question, don't expect to get papers later! You are buying this individual "AS IS". The purchase of "purebred" puppies purposely bred by backyard breeders contributes greatly to the pet overpopulation problem. If you buy one, you may or may not be getting what you hoped for, and you are encouraging them to BREED again. 

"HOW CAN YOU TELL IF A BREEDER IS ETHICAL AND REPUTABLE?"

Ask, Ask, Ask. Then ask more questions and then look! If you don't like what you see and hear, DON'T BUY. Educate yourself first. Be a prudent buyer. Breeding is a commitment to the breed and to each and every offspring it's breeder produces for the lifetime of that dog. Breeding should be done for the betterment and for the propagation of a lineage of that breed. Registration papers don't make a dog, but when you purchase a "Registered" dog, this will help to assure that the individual you've chosen will be of a similar type and temperament that you have decided upon. A reputable breeder will be there to answer questions and help you over the rough spots of dog ownership. This alone keeps many pets from being relinquished to local shelters because of a simple problem that an owner did not know how to deal with or properly handle. If you experience a problem, minor, as it may seem, please don't hesitate to contact THE breeder for their advice. Don't be embarrassed. If they are ethical and reputable, they'll always be glad to help and happy to hear from you and care about the welfare of the dog. ASK THE SELLER. How old are these puppies? When were they born? When were these puppies wormed and with what brand or type of wormer? Find out, when and what brand and types of vaccines the puppy has been given, and when they are due for their next shots. Puppy shots are given in series. Use and follow a veterinarian's recommendations & advice, and make sure that all inoculations are routinely given to provide maximum protection. Puppies learn from their dam. Reputable and ethical breeders won't let their puppies go until they are a minimum of 7-8 weeks old and may refuse to let them go until they have had their second shot in their series of puppy shots. After any inoculation, IT IS HIGHLY recommended to wait an additional 7-10 days until the body can re-produce sufficient anti-bodies. A dog without being properly inoculated should "never" be sold nor bought. They are defenseless against disease and are at risk of death not to mention a vet bill and possible permanent disability. Purebred, mixed breed, show quality or pet. Parvo can quickly kill, and is very expensive to treat! (Distemper virus can survive about one year, but Parvo is a "hard virus" that can live up to 3 years once infecting an environment). 

WHAT KIND OF GUARANTEE DOES THE BREEDER OFFER?

Regardless of where you obtain a dog, you should take your new family member to a vet within 24-48 hours for a health check. Was this litter planned, or was this breeding to produce puppies for the children to experience the miracle of birth? Does the breeder seem to be a knowledgeable dog person; willing and able to be they're for you after you buy your dog from them? Or do they appear to be repeatedly breeding and selling dogs, with many colors and a variety of sizes (with several other breeds) in which to choose from? When purchasing any dog, "Be A Prudent Buyer". ASK questions (and of course you can't always do this when you buy from a Pet Store, just one good reason WHY it's not recommended), but you should preferably look at the parent/s and their other offspring (or ask for photos) before selecting a puppy. No one wants or needs to "buy" a vet/medical bill. Have the puppies been healthy and how has their parent's health been? How does the dam look? Granted, she may be a little protective and perhaps underweight from nursing, but does she appear to be healthy and in good flesh? Does she have hair missing or bald patches? Is she a good specimen of the breed? Have you seriously looked at any other dogs of this breed? Do you know what the "standard" for the breed is? 

BEFORE you have asked these questions, have you asked yourself, "Is this the breed for me?

 IS THIS THE DOG I REALLY WANT?" Due to busy schedules, family and work, do you really have the time it takes to take care of a new puppy, and can afford the added expenses? Getting a dog is not throwing a dog in your backyard and a daily chore of throwing food to it, and making sure it has water! It is a lifetime responsibility and commitment to a member of your family. Accidents and illness occur? Do you have the funds available for routine inoculations, dental cleanings, and wormings? Sterilization in case of an unforeseen illness or injury? Will you have the 2 years of patience to go through the puppy antics and adolescence, and are you willing and able to take the time to regularly go to obedience classes? Obedience classes provide basic training with a professional in a controlled situation along with early socialization skills that last a lifetime and often make the difference between a scared adult and a happy out going, friendly and predictable dog. Patience. It doesn't happen over night. All dogs have to be taught what is, and is not, "acceptable" just as a child must. There will be "accidents" potty training and the teething, and ALL dogs' need time, patience AND training if they are to become a family member and socialized. Well did you "puppy proof" yet? Is your yard and home ready to bring your new addition into? If you are truly ready to take on this lifetime commitment now, grab your crate and go for it. The joy and the benefits will far exceed the costs. We hope this has helped to answer the majority of your questions and has given you information about our breed to help decide IF this might be the RIGHT breed of dog for you. 

