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OOO PPP EEE NNN III NNN GGG SSS HHH OOO TTT
GETTING THE GOAT
The M561 Gama Goat might look like a 4x4 towing a trailer, but it’s actually a single
six-wheel vehicle with a four-wheel steering set-up. Roger Gamaunt came up with
the clever articulated joint that joined the two sections, hence ‘Gama’. The ‘Goat’ bit
came from its off-road ability. It was an early sixties creation, manufactured by the
Consolidated Diesel Electric Company (CONDEC) and featured a deafening two-stroke
Detroit diesel engine. Some saw service in Vietnam and despite being classed as
amphibious, it wasn’t a strong swimmer. It wasn’t that easy to drive on land, either.
Some 15,274 were built between 1969-73.
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Send news items to ian.cushway@keypublishinnng.com

D e s p a t c h e s
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Classic military vehicle enthusiasts, re-enactors and militaria
collectors have been alarmed by news of a hastily amended EU
Directive which could effectively ban the display and ownership
of deactivated firearms. The EU Directive 91/477/EEC was due
for amendment but the changes appear to be much wider
sweeping and more draconian than expected, largely in response
to the terrorist atrocities in Paris last year.

While the precise details are still rather sketchy, proposals
in the amendment include a ban on certain semi-automatic
firearms which look like automatic weapons being kept by
private individuals, even if deactivated, stricter conditions for
the circulation of deactivated firearms and stricter conditions for
collectors to limit the risk of sale to criminals. Reading between
the lines that would mean that deactivated machine guns of any
description would most likely be banned with only museums
being able to keep them in their collections. There could also be
restrictions affecting ammunitions collectors.

Needless to say opposition from the likes of the Federation
of British Historic Vehicle Clubs (FBHVC) and the Deactivated
Weapons Association (DWA) is gathering strength with the advice
for enthusiasts likely to be affected being to contact a local MEP
to voice an opinion – and hopefully introduce exemptions for
law abiding military enthusiasts. You can read the full European
Commission press release at: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-
release_MEMO-15-6111_en.htm

DEACT WEAPON
WORRY

W e’re always in deep admiration of anyone who’s
prepared to take a tracked vehicle to a show for

other enthusiasts and the general public to enjoy. It’s
pricey to buy, a challenge financially to restore and
expensive to transport these military leviathans and
those benevolent folk who are willing to get involved
in their preservation deserve a hearty pat on the back.
A more practical option for enthusiasts on a budget
wanting a taste of armoured vehicle ownership is to
buy a Daimler Ferret – at least that’s the opinion of
the two dedicated Ferret owners we’ve featured on
pages 16-23 of this issue. The Ferret’s Rolls-Royce
engine has a good reputation for reliability and driver
visibility, although still limited, is probably the best
of any armoured vehicle. Turretless versions will
easily fit in your garage and the majority of spares
are still available if you know where to find them.
Best of all, it’s fun to drive – and the fact that it will
cruise at 40-50mph (64-80km/h) makes it a very
usable ‘tank’. One thing’s for sure, you certainly see
lots at shows which tends to support the argument
that this is perhaps the most user friendly armoured
military vehicle out there, and with prices only going
one way from here on, they are likely to prove a good
investment. What are you waiting for?

Ian Cushway
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MODEL BEHAVIOUR

On seeing your piece on the Centurion BARV in February’s issue of CMV and the
photos of your model of a BARV, I thought I would show you a photo of my fully
working all metal 1/6 scale BARV I built using an Armortek Centurion gun tank kit.
I have also included a photo of a fully working bridge layer I am in the process of
building using another Centurion tank kit made by Armortek. David Skeldon, via email
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OLD TANKS
NEVER DIE

PIONEERS OF AUSTRALIAN
ARMOUR IN THE GREAT
WAR
By David Finlayson and Michael
Cecil, Big Sky Publishing,
ISBN9781925275261.

This is an unusual book; the first half deals
with armoured cars, indigenous Australian
armoured cars, two of them which operated
in the Western Desert alongside the British
Machine Gun Corps (Motors), in particular
11th and 12th Light Armoured Car Batteries. It
then goes on to describe their transition into
the 1st (Australian) Light Car Patrol, equipped
with Model T Fords and armed with Lewis
guns and their move to Palestine and the part
they played in the fighting out there. This is
followed by a section that gives details of
all the men who comprised the Australian
Armoured Car Section along with those
who joined them later as reinforcements
when they formed the 1st (Australian) Light
Car Patrol. Not only their lives as serving
Australian soldiers but even afterwards, until
they died.

The second part of the book concerns
tanks and in particular the Mark IV female
nicknamed Grit which spent some time
visiting locations in Australia and is now in
the Australian War Memorial in Canberra.
Once again this is supplemented with
biographical notes on the tank’s crew.
Including all those trained on a Mark IV at
Bovington Camp in Dorset, who formed

READ ALL ABOUT IT…
its first crew when it was in Australia plus
the men of the Royal Australian Engineers
Detachment who formed its second crew
until the tank was retired to the Australian
War Museum which in those days was in
Melbourne.

Of the former part, most of the text is taken
from contemporary newspaper reports, which
are uniformly optimistic and very enthusiastic
and from an unpublished manuscript written
by Lieutenant Ernest James, the original unit
commander. While one wishes it could tell
us more about the original armoured cars
and what they did in the desert it gives very
thorough coverage to the Light Car Patrol
and the part it played in the fighting around
Gaza, far more active than one would expect
from unarmoured vehicles. It is interesting to
note that 1st (Australian) Light Car Patrol was
involved, along with British Rolls-Royces in
the pursuit and defeat of a convoy, including a
big German armoured car on the Aleppo Road
in October 1918.

Although the biographical notes will be
of most interest to Australian readers they
do prove that life for the average Australian
was little different from that which affected
people in the rest of the world. The amazing
coincidence concerning Gaston Somny will
be of interest to British readers. Somny was
an Englishman, although living in Western
Australia in 1914. Joining the Australian
Army he went to Gallipoli. Later, after a
spell in hospital he transferred to the 1st
(Australian) Light Car Patrol. Later on, as a
civilian, he returned to Britain but was killed

in the Tatsfield air crash of 10 December
1935 alongside Sir John Carden, Vickers-
Armstrongs’ chief tank designer, with whom
he was travelling. From a personal viewpoint
it is fascinating to learn that Ernest James,
commander of the armoured cars, later
founded the Model Dockyard in Swanston
Street, Melbourne which, in my young days,
while living and working in Melbourne, was
the city’s foremost model shop where I
wasted a lot of my free time.

Grit is almost certainly the best preserved
and most original Mark IV tank to survive
anywhere and it is interesting to follow its
career in Australia up to the time it went
to Canberra. All in all a most interesting
book, and very nicely presented, with some
excellent photographs. David Fletcher

According to a report in Jane’s Defence
Weekly, a number of WW2-era tanks,
including an M3 Stuart and an M4
Sherman, appear to be going back into
service with the Paraguayan Army as
operational trainers.

A total of 15 M3s were delivered
in 1970 in three successive lots as
donations from neighbouring Brazil. They
first served with Cavalry Regiment No.3
whose HQ was at Campo Grande near
Paraguay’s capital, Asuncion. Apart from a
brief role during the country’s 1989 coup,
they’ve remained largely unused – a
threatened army coup in 1996 prompting
the Paraguayians to keep hold of them.
Three were spotted during a parade in
2013 – and since then it’s understood
that 10 of the original 15 have undergone
a complete overhaul, which has included
an engine overhaul, repaint and the
fitment of M2 .50 calibre machine guns
on a turret pintle in place of the original
Browning.



9CLASSIC MILITARY VEHICLE March 2016

Opening hours in the UK: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm. †Based on an average customer, saving 41%when compared to buying three separate Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 57 year old male with full 10 years plus NCB, driving a 1965 MG
B, 1973 MG B and 1972 MG Midget. Previous multi-classic car savings from 7.2.2014 until 11.5.2015 were 28%. Up to 41% savings available from 11.5.2015. 1Terms and conditions apply - cherished.carolenash.com/terms-and-conditions.aspx 2Terms and
conditions apply - call for details. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England
andWales no. 2600841.

Insurance for people who
love Classic Military Vehicles

Carole Nash, a name you can trust

0800 804 7963
Military | Classic | Camper Van | Specialist | Performance

cherished.carolenash.com /insideclassics.com @insideclassics

Excellent service from knowledgeable
and helpful staff. The ‘product’ is ideal
and I could not ask for more. I insured an
ex-military Land Rover (built 1987) on a
classic car policy, including European
breakdown cover for a very
reasonable sum.
ANDREW, NEWBURY
JUNE 2015

u Free Agreed Value1

u Salvage Retention2

u UK & EU breakdown worth over £100
- includes Homestart2

u Up to £100,000 Legal Expenses cover in the
event of an accident that’s not your fault

u Club member discounts2

u You could also save 41%
with a Multi-Classic Car policy†

YOUR CLASSICMILITARY VEHICLE
INSURANCE POLICY INCLUDES:
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WRITE TO REPLY!
FFFUN WITH FINS

FITTING TRIBUTE TO MV
COLLECTING PIONEER

OFFICCCE BRIEFING
Thanks for the Yorkshire Wartime Experience report in your December 2015 issue.
My group even made it to the photos, bottom right-hand corner of page 60 –
showing our Diamond T helping out with a Jeep repair. We rebuilt the Jeep’s diff
at that show so the owner could get home. I just thought I would point out that our
group travelled from Finland to this event and will be doing so again this year. It will
be a three-day trip with little sleep for us just to get the show. But I have to say, it’s
always worth it (this will be our third visit). Take a look at our Facebook page (www.
facebook.com/2nd-Armored-Ordnance-Maintenance-Battalion-804361736259059)
to see what else we get up to.
Joel Coupland, via email

Nigel Hay’s tribute to the late Peter Gray made interesting reading and for me
brought back many memories of the early days when I became involved in the
preservation world of military vehicles. In those days my main interest was to
photograph as much as I could and get to know those involved with the many
restorations that were appearing at the time. Peter, of course, as Nigel said was one
of the early pioneers of the movement and along with Joe Lyndhurst was amongst
the first people I spoke to. Peter was well known for his organised convoy runs and
in 1977 he organised a run to Arnhem which involved a overnight stay at St Martins
Plain camp Folkestone before moving on to the ferry at Dover the next day. This was
a golden opportunity for me as at the time we saw very few restored MVs in our
part of the world. I made the effort to be at the camp arrival and the next day at the
convoy run to Dover to take as many photographs as possible. Shown here is just a
small sample of the many I took on the two days.
Les Freathy, regular contributor

Being born in 1943, I was fortunate
enough to find the family farm full of all
types of ex-military vehicles to mess
around with (Dodge, GMC, Chevy and
a few tracked lovelies to boot!). That
was years before a legal little red book!
Sadly all this metal was run into the
ground and eventually fed to the scrap
furnaces of Sheffield. Anyway, I write
in reply to your piece on the Chevrolet
HUC in the January 2016 issue. There is
a very good reason why many vehicles
had the accelerator between the clutch
and the brake – it is much easier to drive
a vehicle fitted with a non-synchro box
with this pedal arrangement. Changing
down the box becomes a simple ‘heel
and toe’ movement as the left toe
depresses the clutch and the left heel
blips the accelerator, while the gear lever
is slid into a lower gear. No chance of
losing momentum on boggy or slippery
ground. It is far more likely that this pedal
arrangement was a deliberate act by a
designer who knew how these vehicles
should perform 'cross country’ and the
correct driving style nnneeded to achieve
this. Anything else I personally consider
myth and rubbish becccause having seen
both No 11 and 12 cab types in scrap/
very rusty state yearsss ago, I am sure the
present day arrangemmment could have
fitted in the space.
Glenn Middleton, Leedsss
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GA Promotions 67 Atcham Business Park,

Atcham, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 4UG, England.
Tel: 01743 762266 Fax: 01743 762277

www.militaryconvention.com

Children under 14 FREE
Free parking at all events

wartime

in
the vale

Ashdown WW2 camp
18 & 19 June 2016

Organised by Ashdown, sponsored by the MVT & Cherished Vehicle Insurance

! Adults £10 ! Children £5 ! Family £25 ! Concessions £5 !

Call Amy 0789 9025091, email alj78@msn.com or visit
www.ashdowncamp.com

Ashdown Farm, Badsey, Nr. Evesham, Worcestershire, WR11 7EL
Just 200yds off A46, AA signposted, gates open 10.00am daily

400+
Military
Vehicles

! 40’s Entertainment!
! Arena Events!
! Armoury!

! Battle (Sun.) !

! Militaria Stalls &
Vintage Stalls!
! Re-enactors!

! Tanks!

! Classic Cars!
! Children’s Fair!
! Food & Bar!

400+

BBMF
Flypast

in the vale
FlypastFlypast

Cherished
Vehicle
Insurance
Classic Military
Vehicle Insurance



As a reminder of the vast stock
Jeeparts UK takes to shows, its transport,
a huge articulated trailer in the company
livery, greeted visitors alongside the
entrance. Only one full sized vehicle
graced the show, the product display
Jeep of Allied Forces Canvas, although
there were a number of motorcycles and
bicycles up for grabs.

One of the first items to get my
attention was a US BC 312 radio
complete with transport case. Described

as “extremely rare” the radio was on sale
for £750. The first of the two-wheelers I
came across were two bicycles displayed
by Rob Miller, a Star Infantry Mk5 in good
original condition on offer at £750 and
a non-military Elswick, again in good
original condition at only £75.

Ian Galliers from Shrewsbury works in
construction as his day job but specialises
in breaking later military vehicles and
Jaguar engines in particular to fund the
running of his own collection. On sale

were military Jaguar J60 distributors and
coils at £45 and £20 respectively, CVRT
idler wheels at £15 each and a number of
troop carrier instrument panels at various
prices.

Mark Askew from Doncaster used to
publish Jeep World magazine before
selling it, but still uses the Jeep World
name and now sells books and manuals
on military subjects. Latest on his stall
was the two-volume US Dodge set, priced
at £100.

Meanwhile, Ivan Jones was having
a clear out and amongst the items he
had on offer was a rather nice 1948
Royal Enfield 125cc motorcycle which
just required finishing off and was up at
£1450. Ivan was also selling the frame,

Hoards of military enthusiasts made their usual pilgrimage to Malvern
Militaria which took place in the Wye Halls at the Three Counties
Showground in Worcestershire last November to explore the vast selection

of all things military. Items on sale ranged from clothing and insignia, books,
manuals, weaponry, bicycles, motorcycles and vehicle parts and as this is a
military vehicle magazine, in this article I’ll stick to that theme.

MALVERN
MILITARIA
Tim Bolton visited the popular Wiltshire venue to scour the
halls and exhibition stands for bargains…

12 CLASSIC MILITARY VEHICLE March 2016

1942 Willys Jeep project on offer at just £500.



forks and engine from another RE 125
and at £350 these items would make the
start of an interesting project capable of
being given a military look.

Another ‘project’ was on offer from tyre
supplier John Grey, who was also having
a bit of a garage tidy up. Over the years
John had gathered up Jeep parts from a
number of sources and now felt it was
time to reduce some of the stock. As he
rightly said: “After all, who needs three
Jeep sumps?” Most interesting amongst
his items was the tub and chassis of a
1942 Willys Jeep complete with VIN tag.
It wasn’t expensive at £500, although
there would be plenty of work involved
as the chassis had been cut in two and

13CLASSIC MILITARY VEHICLE March 2016

Above: A good selection of petrol and water
Jerry cans on offer here. Above right: MarK
Askew had a number of military books on offer.

Ab A d l ti f t l d t

AAAbboovvee:: GGeerrmmaann hheellmmeettss rreeccllaaiimmeedd ffrroomm DDaanniisshh ssooiill. BBeellooww:: TThheerree wwaass pplleennttyy ooff ccllootthhiinngg oonn ooffffeerr
for those looking for a bargain.



the tub had lots of floor rot, covered in
some places with layers of plastic filler.
Nevertheless, it would be a good starting
point for someone with the necessary
skills and plenty of time of their hands.

Drawing plenty of attention was a
Harley Davidson WLA on the stand of
Michel Clements from the Netherlands.
However, many were disappointed that
it was not for sale, merely on its way to
being serviced. Michel did have a similar
machine for sale at €18,500 and had
numerous photographs of this one on
display. Completing his Harley military
offerings were numerous genuine and
reproduction parts, including saddles and
pannier bags.

British military two-wheelers were
represented by a Royal Enfield 350cc
in good but not immaculate condition
at £3750 and a BSA airborne bicycle at
£985. Again, it was okay but obviously
not top notch at this kind of money. Both
were on the stand of Stocks Collectibles
owned by Chris Bond.

Making an intriguing and almost
surreal display on one stand were a
number of WW2 German helmets in
various states of decay. These had
apparently been confiscated by the
American Army from German soldiers in
Denmark and then buried to prevent their
reuse. They were recently discovered

14 CLASSIC MILITARY VEHICLE March 2016

t
s
N
p
s

H
M
H
i
b
m
n
d
o
r
p

AAbove: Royal Enfield at £3750 and BSA bicycle
aat £985 were on offer from Stocks Collectibles.
LLeft: Original and reproduction Harley parts
aalways draw lots of attention.

LLefft: SStar IInffantry andd EEllswiickk bbiicyclles were
on the stand of Rob Miller.



and dug up and were on sale at prices
ranging from £5 to £30. On the same
stand were Jerry cans priced at between
£30-£150.

The only models I could find at
Malvern were well worth a look. Airsoft
World of Fife had a number of radio
controlled tank models in 1:16 scale that
could not be sold as fully working due
to unspecified faults. An enterprising
and skilled member of its warehouse
staff had given a number of models
a weathered battlefield look making
them desirable as static exhibits and
the last four were available at just £75
each, a price that seems reasonable for
something unique.

So summing up, it was a cracking
day out at Malvern. I’m always amazed
at what turns up at these shows – but I
guess that’s what keeps me returning for
more every year.
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AAbbove: UUSS BBCC 331122 raddiio att ££775500 was saiidd tto bbe
extremely rare. Right: Troop carrier instrument
panels from breaker Ian Galliers.

Below: Sadly this desirable Harley wasn't for sale.
AAbboovvee:: WWeeaatthheerreedd ttaannkk mmaakkeess aa ffiinnee ssttaattiicc mmooddeell aanndd iitt wwaassnn’’tt eexxppeennssiivvee aatt ££7755.



Their appeal is something that isn’t lost
on military vehicle enthusiasts, which is
why you are guaranteed to see plenty at
shows. We hooked up with two such Ferret
fanciers at last year’s War & Peace Revival
to find out what fuels their passion…

FUN IN A FERRET
Paul Abbitt, 35, from Maidstone owns the
1965 Mk2/3 here (below left). As a teenager
Paul saved his pocket money to buy WW2
militaria and started attending military
shows soon after – and this is what ignited

his desire to buy an old military vehicle.
“In the early 1990s I would spend my
entire day at War and Peace dragging my
parents around the trade stalls, watching
the displays and looking around the military
vehicles,” smiles Paul. “Nothing much
has changed, although now it’s my wife,
Melanie, that I drag round – although
fortunately she enjoys it as much as me.”

In 2010, at the ripe old age of 30, Paul’s
dream of becoming an MV owner finally

By their very nature, scout cars make excellent candidates for the military vehicle
collector, not least because they are available in relatively high numbers and are
easy to own and inexpensive to buy and run compared to bigger/tracked green

classics. The fact that you can keep one in your garage and drive it to the shops if you
so wished is an added bonus.
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FERRETING
As a usable and affordable classic, this post-war stalwart of British m
for it as these two Ferret owners Paul Abbitt and Robert Davies are h
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NG AROUND
h military reconnaissance has plenty going
e happy to testify…



became a reality when he took the plunge
and bought a Willys MV Jeep in need of
restoration which, as it happens, indirectly
led him to buy a Ferret a
few years later. “Through
other enthusiasts I was
introduced to John Dews
from the Yalding Daimler
Ferret Group who undertook the restoration
of my Jeep. Melanie and I joined up and
that’s where it all started,” he explains.

After just two years of membership Paul
admits he was bitten by the bug and that
resulted in him buying the Ferret – a Mk2/3,

which he purchased from John Dews and
Brian Laker in 2012. “I bought the Daimler
Ferret for the simple reason that it is

tremendous fun, and it’s surprisingly easy
to drive once you get the hang of the pre-
select gearbox,” explains Paul. “I was drawn

to it initially because it’s an
affordable armoured car
which is not too big for the
roads which makes driving
it a pleasurable experience.

What’s more, it’s easy to keep at home.”
Another major factor for Paul was the
availability of spares and the fact that all the
parts are so readily available from the likes
of John which makes maintenance and
repairs surprisingly straightforward.

FRESHLY RESTORED
Fortunately for Paul, John Dews had already
carried out a full restoration of the 1965
Ferret, so it didn’t need anything doing
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TThheerree aarree ssiixx ssmmookkee ggrreennaaddee llaauunncchheerrss, tthhrreeee
mounted each side over the front wheels.
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“I found myself liking the Mark 1
more and more.”

Rob’s Mark 2/3 served in Cyprus
before heading off to the Rhine.
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113300bbhhp siix-cylliindder RRolllls-RRoyce BB6600 engiine giives tthhe FFerrett a ffaiir lliickk off speedd. AAccess iis viia
hatches either side.



when Paul took possession. “It looked like
it had just rolled off the production line,”
confirms Paul. That said, he’s had plenty
of fun personalising it. “I have badged it to
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BBellow: HHaviing rebbuiilltt a MMarkk 11 wiitthh a matte,
Rob decided to buy one for himself.

In the immediate post-war period the British Army was looking to upgrade its WW2 light
armoured vehicle fleet, and out of this emerged the Daimler Ferret.

In many ways it was a natural progression from the wartime Dingo but with more space
inside and the option of a small machine gun turret.

Features included a low profile and the use of runflat tyres, both of which were likely to
prove useful in battle situations.

Turreted examples were commonly fitted with a .303 Bren, .30 Browning M1919 or
7.62mm GMPG. There were six smoke grenade launchers, three mounted each side over
the front wheels and some were modified to carry Vickers Vigilant anti-tank missile
launchers as well as Swingfire anti-tank missile launchers.

The relatively lightweight Ferret was equipped with a Rolls-Royce B60 in-line six-
cylinder petrol engine driven through a five-speed gearbox as well as fully independent
suspension. It performed well off-road and even better on it, where it could reach speeds
of close to 60mph (96km/h).

Turreted Ferrets carried a crew of two, a driver and commander/gunner while turretless
Ferrets had a driver, commander and a gunner.

Meant for reconnaissance duties, three Ferrets were attached to each tank squadron.
There were many variants of the Mark 1 and 2 along with larger wheeled Mark 3s, 4s and
5s. You can find out more on the excellent site, www.ferret-fv701.co.uk.

A total of 4409 Ferrets were produced between 1952-71. They saw service in Aden
during the 1950s and 60s, as well as Cyprus and Northern Ireland. They were also
employed throughout the Commonwealth and roughly 40 other countries worldwide.
The last major British use of Ferrets was in Operation Granby during the 1991 Iraq War
although it is thought that some remained with the British Army until 1993.

Ferret history

Rob’s Mark 1 served with the Life Guards
(A Squadron) during the Gulf War.

my local regiment of the 1960s so it now
represents A-Squadron of the Kent and
County of London Yeomanry (Sharpshooters)
which was based in Maidstone, Kent,

between 1961-67 (Territorial Army). During
that time it would have provided armoured
reconnaissance to the 44th (Home Counties)
Infantry Division.” Paul’s also fitted a fully



working Clansman radio system since it has
been in his tenure.

From what he’s managed to find out,
in reality his Ferret spent most of its life
in Northern Ireland, its service history
starting on 28 May 1965. “Two years later
it started service with 8th Field Squadron

RE in Northern Ireland, then joined 16/5
Lancers RAC in 1972. The following year, it
went to the RTR in Northern Ireland before
joining the 15/19 Hussars in 1974. In 1976
it served with the 9/12 Lancers before
seeing out its active duty with the 3rd Field
Squadron RR from 1978,” explained Paul. “It

was only discharged on 28 May 2005 after
precisely 40 years of loyal service.”

WEIGHTY MATTER
Needless to say Paul is delighted with his
post-war military gem and wouldn’t hesitate
recommending a Ferret to fellow enthusiasts.
“The advice I’d give is to simply speak to
an existing owner. To be honest, there’s no
major difficulties with the vehicle, although
as I’ve said, the pre-selector gearbox takes
a bit of practice. Also, people need to bear
in mind that the Daimler Ferret performed
many different roles, so there are several
different Marks and some are heavier than

AAbbove: PPaull’’s bbaddgedd hhiiis FFerrett tto hhiiis llocalll
regiment.
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others. A legal point to consider here is your
driving licence. If you passed your driving
test in or after 1997, then you are restricted
to driving a vehicle not exceeding 3.5 tons.
As a general rule,
Daimler Ferrets
without turrets can
be driven on a post-
1997 licence, but
not ones with turrets as they weigh 4 tons.
Obviously if you passed your test prior to
1997, you can drive any Ferret.”

TWO IS BETTER THAN ONE
Forty-nine-year-old Robert Davies is the
proud owner of the other two Ferrets
you see here – as well as a Land Rover
Lightweight and a Fordson WOT8. Like Paul,
his interest in all things military started
as a child and evolved from collecting
British campaign medals to vehicles. “I first
became interested in the military through

watching war films in my childhood and
through listening to my grandfather’s stories
from WW2,” explains Robert.

As a mechanic and garage proprietor
by trade it was the Daimler Ferret’s British
engineering that appealed initially, as well

as the fact that it
wasn’t as popular as
a Jeep.

His first Ferret
was a green and

black 1959 Mark 2/3 which he purchased
with a friend, but Rob felt guilty about it
being garaged at his house, so they bought

21CLASSIC MILITARY VEHICLE March 2016

th i h 4 t t hi fil i hildh d d bl k 1959 M k 2/3

“You should be able to bag a barn find
Ferret for between £5000-£6000.”

AAbbove andd riighhtt: PPaull’’s FFerrett llookks as goodd as
new inside and is meticulously detailed.

Below: A selector allows the Ferret to drive forward
or reverse and start off in any gear, making it ideal fooor
ggeettttiinngg oouutt ooff ssttiicckkyy ssiittuuaattiioonnss iinn aa hhuurrrryy.
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Paul Abbitt’s 1965 Mark 2/3 spent much
of its life in Northern Ireland.

a Mark 1 to restore. After a complete strip
down, his pal kept the Mark 1 and Rob
held on to their original Mark 2/3. However,
rebuilding the Mark 1 had whetted his
appetite to own one himself.

“I found myself liking the Mark 1 more
and more and bought a 1966 example of
my own,” smiled Rob – and this is the sand
coloured Ferret in the photos.

HELP FROM ABOVE
Both of Rob’s Ferrets came via other Ferret
enthusiasts and both were in fully rebuilt
condition when he got them. That said,
he’s rebuilt the wheelstation on the Mark
2/3 and replaced the fluid flywheel seal,
which involved removing the gearbox, as
well as carried out regular servicing on
both vehicles.

Like Paul, Robert’s had fun buying
accessories and making them his own. “I’ve
basically kitted them out with some of the
equipment the Army would have had at the
time, including a .30 calibre machine gun for
the Mark 2/3 and Sterling sub machine guns
for both Ferrets. I’ve also marked them up
with regiments which they had served with
during their service in the Army.

AAcccceessssoorriissiinngg aa FFeerrrreett iiss rreellaattiiveelly eeaassy aanndd aa
whole lot of fun.

RRRRoobb ppuurrcchhaasseedd aa .3300 ccaalliibbrree mmaacchhiinnee gguunn ffoorr hhiiss MMaarrkk 22//33 aass wweellll aass SStteerrlliinngg ssuubb mmaacchhiinnee gguunnss
for this vehicle and his Mark 1.



Above and right: Paul’s managed to trace two historic images of his Ferret while in service.
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Buying a Ferret
The golden rule is to do your homework, talk to existing owners and join a club where
there are other Ferret owning members. While spares are relatively easily obtainable,
some items can be pricey so it makes sense either buying from someone who can tell
you what needs doing or taking along an expert when viewing examples for sale.

Regarding values, you should be able to bag a barn find Ferret for between
£5000-£6000, while one that’s on the road is likely to set you back the best part of
£10,000-£12,000. A fully rebuilt example will be approximately £16,000. Which model
you choose will be down to personal taste…

Having carried out a bit of research, Rob’s
discovered that his Mark 2/3 served with the
Queens Royal Irish Hussars in Cyprus during
the late sixties and early seventies and then
spent the rest of its time with the British
Army of the Rhine in Germany.

Less is known about the Mark 1, sadly,
but Rob reckons it also served with the Army
of the Rhine then spent time with the Life
Guards (A Squadron) during the Gulf War
prior to its discovery in an Essex scrapyard.

FLEXIBLE FRIEND
Again, Rob sees the Ferret’s ease of
ownership as a real plus point for classic
military vehicle enthusiasts. “The Mark 1
can fit into a normal garage with a small
amount of space either side, providing you
can climb out of the top,” he says. “In fact,

they’re not dissimilar to a Range Rover in
size so they are fairly easy to drive on the
road with the assistance of a commander as
visibility is a little limited in the cab.”

So, in a nutshell – the Ferret’s a vehicle
that’s steeped in post-war charm, easy
and great fun to own and still relatively

affordable to buy. What’s more, because
most saw a long period of service, trying to
trace a vehicle’s military history shouldn’t
prove nearly as difficult as a WW2 machine.
And that’s something that can really make
a difference if you’re into old military
vehicle nostalgia.



We’ll start by looking at the Medium D
tank of June 1919 and its derivatives the
Medium D*, Medium D**, Medium DM
and the Light Infantry tank. They were all
amphibious, or at least intended to be.
However, the first two were too narrow and
therefore reckoned to be unstable in water
while one of the Medium DM tanks rather

We’re focussing here on British swimming tanks, not ordinary tanks with
external floatation devices such as the DD tanks, or those fitted with Straussler
buoyancy aids. In other words, amphibious tanks proper – tanks that can jump

into water and swim, after a fashion, without any preparation. There is one other type
of British amphibious tank from WW2 but that’s for another time…

TREADING WATER
Hardly strong swimmers but with nautical intentions
just the same, David Fletcher profiles the pre-WW2
British light amphibious tanks
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One of the two Medium DM tanks (or Medium D Modified) that were built at Woolwich.

The Medium D** taking a dip in the River Stour at Christchurch alongside an Inglis Bridge. This picture was taken after it had been modified by Variable
Speed Gears Ltd at Crayford to incorporate the Williams-Janney transmission.

let the side down by sinking in the River
Thames. But although it looks a lot more
like an unfinished prototype than a real
tank, just to get it out of the way we should
at least mention the Medium D** since it
swam in the River Stour at Christchurch. It is
sometimes referred to as the D Modified so
it might be the prototype DM.

MEDIUM DM
The DM looks a bit more like a tank than
earlier prototypes. There were two and
although both were powered by the Rolls-
Royce Eagle V12 engine rated at 260hp,
both tanks had different transmission
systems although nowhere does it explain
what these were. However, we can make
an educated guess. Bearing in mind what
had gone before, and what was to come
directly afterwards, it seems reasonable to
suggest that one had a four-speed primary
gearbox with Rackham steering clutches
on the output shafts on either side, while
the other, we think, had a Williams-Janney
hydraulic steering system. The Williams-
Janney system, which had already proved
unreliable in an earlier tank, is said to have
added four tons to the overall weight of the
tank.

One of the Medium DM tanks weighed
18 tons. If it was the Williams-Janney tank
then the other one should weigh in the
region of 14 tons. If, on the other hand, the
18 ton tank is the one fitted with Rackham
clutches then the other tank should weigh
in the region of 22 tons. To confuse the
issue further a Medium D tank weighed
13.5 tons, the slightly wider Medium D*
weighed 14.5 tons while the Medium
D** weighed 15 tons, presumably before
it was fitted with the Williams-Janney



transmission and Rolls-Royce V12 engine,
when it should have weighed about 19 tons.
That being so the weight of the two Medium
DM tanks should be 14 tons and 18 tons
respectively, the latter being
the Williams-Janney tank.

PRACTICALITIES
The crew of the DM
are clustered in a small
compartment at the front of
the tank, which has three mountings for
Hotchkiss machine guns. On top of this
compartment are two cupolas, one slightly
ahead of the other, for the driver and the
commander. They decided to place the
driver up high so that when the tank went
swimming he would be able to see where
he was going. Yet, some complained that
from that position he could not get a close
enough view of the road ahead. The reason
why the tank featured a second cupola
for the commander was in deference to
traditionalists who complained that there
were no facilities for a tank commander,
and all tanks should have a commander
shouldn’t they?

We would suggest a crew of four, for
whom escape hatches had been installed
in the track frames at either side. Hefty
hatches since they needed to be watertight
when the tank went swimming.

Behind the crew compartment was the
engine and behind that the transmission,
which linked through the track frames to the
final drive. The track frames are probably
the most important part of the tank and they
are higher at the back than the front. This
is partly because the tracks needed to be
as low as possible at the front so that the
driver could see where he was going on
land. But because of this the tank’s designer,
Colonel Philip Johnson, also reckoned that
if the tracks were higher at the back the
tank would be able to take some obstacles
in reverse. Not an ideal arrangement,
particularly when in action, but good enough

for now. And it is important to keep in
mind that in Johnson’s view all of these
tanks were just experimental test beds, not
prototypes for real tanks. That said, senior

officers such as Hugh Elles seemed unable
to grasp this fact which, given the ruling
fiscal situation, was hardly surprising.

SUITABLY SPRUNG
The track frames covered what was
perhaps the most striking part of the tank,
its suspension. Johnson, of course, agreed

that his tanks needed to be
sprung in order to achieve
high speeds but he did not
like the idea of having springs
at every wheel station on
account of their weight. So
he came up with the idea of

using heavy-duty wire cable, stretched over
and under a sequence of rollers attached to
a big spring at the end. As the suspension

“One of the Medium DM tanks
rather let the side down by

sinking in the River Thames.”
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AAAbbove: OOne off tthhe MMeddiium DDMM ttankks unddergoiing swiimmiing ttriialls. SSiince tthhey relliiedd on ttrackks tto
move them through the water, progress was not very fast. Below: The Light Infantry Tank going for
a swim in the Fleet Pond in Hampshire. Obviously the photographer did not want to get his feet wet.

TThhee LLiigghhtt IInnffaannttrryy TTaannkk wwhheenn iitt ffiinnaallllyy ccaammee ttoo rreesstt iinn tthhee oorriiggiinnaall ooppeenn aaiirr TTaannkk MMuusseeuumm aatt BBoovviinnggttoonn.



encountered an obstacle it forced up one
set of wheels after another to push against
the wire rope, thus stretching the spring,
which returned to its normal position once
the obstruction was passed. It was an
ingenious solution to the problem of tank
suspension although it relied heavily on
the tensile strength of the wire rope. The
track also relied on wire rope, rather as a
necklace does a cord, and the narrow track
shoes were threaded onto the cable just
like beads. This gave them the flexibility
to conform to uneven ground and to bend
when the tank was turning. The tracks
also provided the means of propulsion
in the water, propelling the tank like a
paddle steamer. As long as the structure
was watertight and the hull large enough
to be buoyant then the tank should float,
assuming it was not too heavy. It should
also be possible simply to drive it into the
water and keep going. How one of them
came to sink in the Thames is unclear
but it must have leaked somewhere,
perhaps through one of the side hatches.

Incidentally, you can see a short film of the
recovery of the tank from its watery grave
on the British Pathé website.

LIGHT INFANTRY TANK
The Light Infantry Tank that appeared in
1921 was effectively Philip Johnson’s last
gasp where tanks are concerned. It was
much smaller than the other Medium D
series tanks and only weighed 8 tons,
but it was clearly of the same family. It
was powered by a Hall-Scott aero engine,
rated at 100hp and had an entirely
conventional transmission. It also had
wire rope suspension but it was fitted with
lubricated Snake Tracks, Johnson’s latest
development, and it was amphibious. It
swam on the Fleet Pond in Hampshire just
to prove it could, but never again, so far as
we know.

TANK OR NOT?
There was now a gap up to 1931 before
Britain produced another amphibious tank,
and in this case it seems appropriate to

question whether it was really a tank at all.
The design was initiated by Carden-

Loyd Ltd, now a subsidiary of Vickers-
Armstrongs, and the result was a two-man
vehicle with a small turret for a Vickers
machine gun on top. The hull was low
and flat although power was supplied by
a Meadows engine, a six-cylinder unit
that delivered more than enough grunt for
such a lightweight tank. With a maximum
9mm armour thickness it only weighed
between 2-3 tons which gave it a very lively
performance on land. It relied on a simple
Vickers leaf spring suspension without an
idler and a front mounted drive sprocket
typical of a Vickers light tank of the time.
It was powered in the water by a single
marine propeller driven off the engine. The
only difference noted was that most of the
early tanks seem to have had a prop and an
independent rudder while on later examples
the prop is enclosed in a cylindrical cowl
which acts like a rudder. Only two of these
tanks with cowled props were supplied to
the British Army under the designations
A4E11 and A4E12 while the majority were
sold abroad in limited numbers to Holland,
Finland and Siam and in bulk to China and
Russia, where the Russians subsequently
developed it into their T37 and T38 types.
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OOne off tthhe ffiirstt VViickkers-AArmsttrongs
amphibious light tanks photographed near
Chertsey; note the large rudder.
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lack of freeboard but the chap in the turret doesn’t seem concerned.



SINK OR SWIM
Publicity film shot by Vickers-Armstrongs
shows the tank roaring across country,
plunging into the River Thames and
swimming across, but there was always
an issue about whether or not it could get
out unaided on the other side. However,
the real problem was the perennial one
where amphibious tanks are concerned.
And it is this. Build the tank light enough
to float and it will be so thinly armoured as
to be vulnerable to
almost any anti-
tank weapon. Build
it well armoured
and it will be too
heavy to float. You
can’t have it both
ways unless you build very big tanks with
inherent buoyancy. In reality the Vickers
tank was just too small to be any use at
all as an armoured vehicle which is why it
hardly qualifies as a tank.

L1E3
L1E3 was another in the Light Tank
category and one wonders why it was built
at all. The only reason one can find is a
letter dated 1935 from Sir Noel Birch, now a
director of Vickers-Armstrongs, to Sir Hugh
Elles, who had replaced him as Master
General of the Ordnance. Birch wanted
Elles to find out about Russian amphibious
tanks. Birch told Elles that Vickers had a
commercial interest in amphibious tanks
although he knew that the British Army did
not. Elles, who had commanded the Tank
Corps in France in the Great War, considered
himself a bit of a tank expert. He believed
that there was no future for them, although
he may well have been behind the order
for the amphibious machine even though in
reality his knowledge of tanks was minimal

and always had been. The last thing the
British Army needed was another Light
Amphibious Tank. But Vickers had a vested
interest in amphibians due to its experience
in warship design and was convinced that it
was something the War Office would want,
hence its commitment to L1E3.

As a result one was ordered in 1937

and delivered in 1938. Like the earlier
amphibians it was powered by a Meadows
six-cylinder engine, contained within a very
narrow, thinly armoured hull surmounted by
a one-man turret which contained a Vickers
machine gun. The only other member of
the crew was the driver, sitting at the front.
In order to make it buoyant the real hull

was surrounded by light alloy floats filled
with kapok; the alloy was later replaced by
steel, which was less prone to damage but
you wouldn’t know it from looking at it. A
propshaft ran from the front drive sprocket
on each side to a marine propeller at the
back, so the tank had two props, each
one housed in a cylindrical steering cowl.

Apparently, the tank
performed very well
in the water but as
usual it had problems
coming ashore unless
a suitable spot was
chosen free of reeds

and deep mud. The tank was being tested
when WW2 began and everyone had more
important things to do. However, it survived
and was even subjected to more tests once
the war was over although it was really
useless and out of date by that time, which
is probably why it was subsequently donated
to the Tank Museum.
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LL11EE33 whhen new, posedd tto shhow iitts ttwo dducttedd propellllers. TThhe outter hhullll was realllly ttwo ponttoons,
filled with Kapok.

Right: L1E3 photographed later and as it is
now, with spoked wheels on the front bogie
and just the one return roller each side. The
anchor on the aft deck is a nice nautical touch,
but would you really need it?

Above: This is a rear view of A4E11, one of the
two Light Amphibians tested by the British
Army. Note the cowled propeller used for
steering which is normally referred to as a Cort
nozzle. Left: Almost certainly A4E11 viewed
from the side. These little tanks weighed less
than 3 tons so they went fast on land and
floated but they were hardly bullet proof.

“It had problems coming ashore
unless a suitable spot was chosen free

of reeds and deep mud.”
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‘Tank’ has become a key element 
on the modern battle� eld that is 
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sides. Since those early days when 
the tanks were little more than 
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be mass-produced and went on to serve with armies all 
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GERMAN TIGER 1
The � rst of the ‘Heavy Tanks’ with near impenetrable 
armour, which established it as the most feared tank
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Some sections of the media have
referred to Wittmann as the ‘Black Baron’
so drawing a parallel between him and
WW1 air ace Manfred von Richthofen, the
so-called ‘Red Baron’. Admittedly there
are similarities between the two, not least
in that controversy surrounds the manner
in which they met their deaths. Was von
Richthofen shot down by Captain Arthur Roy

A sk the average military-vehicle
enthusiast for a list of WW2 tank
aces – those most celebrated

for the number of enemy tanks they
destroyed – and, unless said enthusiast
is a dyed-in-the-wool tank-warfare
buff, it is likely that they would only be
able to name a handful. And it is equally
likely that SS-Hauptsturmführer Michael
Wittmann would be somewhere near the
top. As a matter of interest he wasn’t
actually Germany’s top-scoring tank ace.
That was Feldwebel Kurt Knispel, who
was credited with destroying at least
168 enemy tanks during WW2, almost
30 more than Wittmann. However, clean
cut, military careerist Wittmann fitted
the requirements of the Nazi propaganda
machine and it was he that became a
national hero.

ACCIDENTAL
HERO
John Blackman
recalls Trooper
Joe Ekins who
knocked out three
Tigers, one of
which is widely
thought to be that
commanded by
Germany’s most
celebrated WW2
tank ace

RRiighhtt: TTrooper JJoe EEkkiins off tthhe 11stt
Northamptonshire Yeomanry.
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Brown as claimed by the RAF, or was he
fatally wounded by ground fire emanating
from one or more of several candidates?
Similarly, who fired the round that destroyed
Wittmann’s Tiger and all in it? And again
there are several candidates.

We make no pretence of knowing the
truth, but the most generally accepted
explanation credits 21 year-old Trooper
Ekins of the 1st Northamptonshire Yeomanry
(1 NY) with the kill.

DOING HIS BIT
Joseph William Ekins was born on 15 July
1923 at Yielden in
Northamptonshire, an
area renowned at the
time for shoe and boot-
making. And that is the
industry in which Ekins
was employed, coincidentally making
army boots, when war broke out in 1939.
As the situation worsened and despite
being in a reserved occupation, Ekins was
determined to ‘do his bit’ and enlisted
in 1940.

During interviews in later life Ekins
commented that the he didn’t think the
training he received prior to going into
action was sufficient, saying: “When you
got over the other side you realised that not
only did you not know what you were doing,
the officers didn’t know what they were
doing and nobody else knew what they
were doing.”

Further, Ekins estimated that he’d only
fired about 20 rounds during his two years
of tank training, and when 1 NY received
its Sherman Fireflys only four to six
weeks before D-Day, there was only the
opportunity to fire five 17-pounder rounds
before heading for Normandy. Contrast that
with the experienced and battle-hardened
crews operating the Tigers of 2 Kompanie,
SS-Panzer-Abteilung 101, a handful of
which were to cross Ekins’s line of sight on
8 August 1944 at St Aignan de Cramesnil.
They were commanded by Wittmann whose
career path could not have been more
different to that of Ekins.

WORTHY ADVERSARY
Born into a Bavarian farming community
on 22 April 1914, Wittmann joined the
Freiwilliger Arbeitsdienst (Voluntary Labour
Service), a state-sponsored employment
organisation, in February 1934 prior to
enlisting in the Germany Army in October
of the same year. He went on to join the
Allgemeine-SS and was subsequently
accepted by 17 Kompanie of the élite
Leibstandarte SS Adolf Hitler (LSSAH) in
April 1937. Holding the rank of SS-Mann,
Wittmann went through driver/crew
training on Sd Kfz 222 and Sd Kfz 232
armoured cars and, following promotion

to SS-Sturmmann in November 1937, was
with the LSSAH when it entered Austria in
March 1938 and then, some eight months
later, into the Sudetenland region of
Czechoslovakia.

Wittmann’s first taste of active combat
came during the campaign in Poland in
September 1939 by which time he was
an SS-Unterscharführer. Following a spell
of training he was transferred to a newly-
formed assault gun unit of the LSSAH
equipped with the Sturmgeschütz III Ausf
A and gained his first combat experience
as the commander of a tracked armoured
vehicle during Operation Marita, the battle
for Greece launched on 6 April 1941. But it
was on the Eastern Front where Wittmann’s
unit was posted to take part in Operation
Barbarossa, launched on 22 June 1941,
where he was to really make his mark.
The tally of ‘kills’ attributed to Wittmann’s
StuG III rocketed and resulted in him being
awarded the Iron Cross Second and First
Class and continuing promotion.

It wasn’t until April
1943 that Wittmann
took command of the
tank with which he
is most associated, a

Panzerkampfwagen VI, Sd Kfz 181, Tiger
1. He went on to take part in the Battle
of Kursk prior to his unit being utilised
as the basis for a new panzer battalion,
Schwere SS-Panzer-Abteilung 101, and
being deployed to Ukraine. Wittmann’s
rise continued unabated – in the month of
January 1944 his total ‘kills’ jumped from
56 to 117 – culminating in the award of
the Knight's Cross with Oak Leaves and
Swords (the Oak Leaves being personally
presented by Hitler), promotion to the rank
of SS-Obersturmführer and being appointed
commander of 2 Kompanie, Schwere
SS-Panzer-Abteilung 101.
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While no photos of Ekins’s actual tank appear to exist, you can see the Firefly’s main distinguishing
feature from this image, the long barrel of its 17-pounder gun. The box-like extension to the turret
rear accommodated radio equipment for which there was no longer any room in the turret proper.

MMiichhaell WWiittmann, tankk ace andd natiionall hhero,
strikes a pose for the German propaganda
machine in 1944.
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“Ekins was determined to ‘do his
bit’ and enlisted in 1940.”



NORMAN CONQUESTS
While it was the Eastern Front that enabled
Wittmann to build his kill score, it was an
action in Normandy that cemented his
almost legendary status. As part of the
response to the D-Day landings, Wittmann’s
unit moved west from its then base near
Gournay-en-Bray towards Normandy. By
the time it arrived in the Bayeux/Villers-
Bocage area over the night of 12/13 June
only five or six Tigers were still serviceable.
On the morning of 13 June 1944 these
were positioned just north-east of Villers-
Bocage close to the main road to Caen,
with Wittmann’s command post a mere
150 yards from Hill 213 – a strategically
important point on which a column of the
4th County of London Yeomanry (4 CLY),
part of the 22nd Armoured Brigade of the
7th Armoured Division, had been instructed
to advance.

When alerted to 4 CLY’s approach

Wittmann immediately took command
of one of his few serviceable Tigers,
deciding to attack rather than wait for
reinforcements. “I had no time to assemble
my company,” he said after the event.
“Instead I had to act quickly as I had to
assume that the enemy had already spotted
me and would destroy me where I stood. I
set off with one tank and passed the order
to the others not to retreat a single step but
to hold their ground.

“Driving up to the column I surprised
the English as much as they had me. I first
knocked out two tanks from the right of
the column, then one from the left, then
turned about to the left and attacked
the armoured troop-carrier battalion in
the middle of the armoured regiment. I
drove towards the rear half of the column,
knocking out every tank that came towards
me as I went. The enemy was thrown into
total confusion. I then drove straight into the

town of Villers, getting to approximately the
centre before I was hit by an anti-tank gun
and my tank disabled. Without further ado
I fired at and destroyed everything around
me that I could reach.”

TAKING NO PRISONERS
Around two-dozen (sources differ) British
armoured vehicles fell to Wittmann’s
Tiger on that occasion but his days were
numbered. On 8 August 1944, Anglo-
Canadian forces launched Operation Totalize
with the aim of securing high ground over
Falaise. Among the 12th SS Panzer Division
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Relatively few Fireflys still exist in running condition. This example belongs to the Belgian Tank Museum and illustrates the disruptive pattern sometimes
painted on the 17-pounder’s barrel to disguise its length lest the extremely potent tank be singled out for attention by the enemy. (John Blackman)

This photo taken by Serge Varin shows the remains of Tiger 007 as it appeared in 1945. Its turret
lies upside down next to the hull. JJoe EEkkiins passedd away on 11 FFebbruary 22001122.
Thi h t t k b S V i h th i f Ti 007 it d i 1945 It t t



units opposing the attack were a handful
of Tigers from 2 Kompanie, SS-Panzer-
Abteilung 101, including turret number 007
commanded by Wittmann.

As the Tigers positioned they were
observed by the four Shermans of 3 Troop,
A Squadron, I NY, which was deployed in an
orchard at the westernmost end of 1 NY’s
defensive position. Three of the troop’s M4s
– number 9 commanded by the troop leader
Lieutenant James, plus numbers 10 and
11 – were standard 75mm-armed types,
while the fourth, number 12 commanded by
Sergeant Gordon and with Trooper Ekins in
the gunner’s seat, was a Sherman VC Firefly.
While the latter’s armour protection was no
better than that of any other Sherman, it
at least had a 17-pounder gun capable of
knocking out the German Tiger at a better
than suicidal range.

When interviewed on behalf of the Tank
Museum about the occasion, Ekins said
that three Tigers were spotted moving in
line some distance apart across 3 Troop’s
front at a range of about 1200 yards. “We
waited until they were about 800 yards,” he
reported. “My tank commander pulled us
out of the orchard – you had to move out
to fire – and said target the rear one. I fired
two shots at him and hit him, and he went
on fire.”

Sergeant Gordon quickly directed his
Firefly back under cover and, as he did,
Ekins could see the turret on the second
Tiger start to traverse in their direction.
“They fired at us, two or three shots. Then
we pulled out again and I fired at the
second tank and hit him with my first shot.
He went up in an explosion, so obviously
we’d hit the ammunition or something.

By this time, the first tank of the three
had realised what was going on and was
starting to mill around looking for cover. He
turned a bit towards us but we pulled out
and fired two shots at him and hit him as
well. He went up and I thought, thank God,
it’s not going to be us today.”

DO OR DIE
Ekins admits that he and the rest of the
crew were shaking with relief. They’d been
told it took five Shermans to destroy one
Tiger and knew that the 75mm gun on
the troop’s other M4s was all but useless
against the German tank at 800 yards. The
single Firefly was effectively on its own.
As Ekins later put it: “It was a case of get
them before they get you. I think it was
fairly automatic. You had to think, you had
to aim off because they were moving –
and that was largely guess work. And you
had to think about traversing the turret
and pressing the trigger with your foot.
Considering that I’d been in (the Army) for
three years, I hadn’t fired very many
rounds, so I think I must have had a bit of
natural ability.”

What Ekins didn’t mention in his
account and what must have increased
stress levels somewhat is that return fire
from the second Tiger caused the flap on
the Firefly’s commander’s cupola to fall
on Sergeant Gordon’s head. Badly dazed,
Gordon climbed out of the turret and
was immediately wounded by shrapnel
from German mortar and artillery fire. All
that Ekins knew at that moment was that
his Firefly had no commander yet faced
two Tigers.

However, Troop Commander Lieutenant
James immediately left his Sherman and
ran across to the Firefly to take over, and it
was he that directed the tank into position
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Tiger I Ausf E crew taken in January 1944. The rings on the Tiger’s 88mm gun barrel coincidentally,
or perhaps not, mark 88 kills.

AAbove: Wittmann’s unit photographed while
mmoving towards Normandy. (Bundesarchiv,
101I-299-1804-07)



and ordered Ekins to engage the second
Tiger. As we’ve already mentioned, this
particular Tiger was rent asunder by an
enormous explosion which blew the turret
off. To confuse the issue somewhat, it has
been reported that there were actually four
Tigers in the vicinity, not three. However,
only one had its turret blown off and that
was 007, commanded by the enemy’s most
celebrated tank ace, Michael Wittmann.

HIT PARADE
In the space of some 12 minutes, Ekins
had despatched three Tigers with just five
rounds. A little later on the same day, he
destroyed what was thought to be a Panzer
IV at a distance of about 1200 yards before
his good fortune ran out and the Firefly was
hit, forcing its crew to bail out. “We ran like
hell,” said an unapologetic Ekins.

You might think that having distinguished
himself in no small way, Ekins would have
been given the gunner’s seat in another
Firefly as soon as possible. But no; when
reassigned to another tank he was assigned
the job of radio operator and never fired
another round. Ekins was invalided out
of the Army with diphtheria in 1945 and
returned to the shoe industry. He passed
away on 1 February 2012.

So there we have a simple account of
what was a confusing action
in that other Allied units were
close by which, it has since
been suggested, might also
have been responsible for
despatching Wittmann. In particular, A
Squadron of The Sherbrooke Fusiliers
Regiment, 2nd Canadian Armoured Brigade,
was positioned in the grounds of a chateau
at Gaumesnil, not far from Joe Ekins. Its

Fireflys were also said to have engaged
several Tigers. There is also the suggestion
that Wittmann’s Tiger may have been
destroyed by a rocket fired from a Typhoon

of the RAF Second Tactical Air Force.
Nevertheless, that Joe Ekins was

responsible is the most widely accepted
version of events, not that he sought (or
received) any glory as a result. We will

almost certainly never know with
absolute certainty what happened and,
in a sense, it doesn’t matter. Joe Ekins
was by all accounts a self-effacing man

with little enthusiasm for the
authoritarian military life. He
left his comfortable home,
family and job to fight for his
country and did the very best

he could. In that regard he was no different
to the thousands of others who likewise
felt compelled to fight for their country’s
freedom. They were and will forever remain
unremarkable heroes.
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“It was a case of get them
before they get you.”

TTwoo CCrroommweellllss kknnoocckkeedd ooutt ddurriinngg tthhee bbaattttllee aatt VViilllleerrss-BBooccaaggee. ((BBunnddeerrssaarrcchhiiv))

WWiittttmmaannnn mmeeeettiinngg AAddoollff HHiittlleerr. ((BBuunnddeessaarrcchhiivv, 114466-11998899-009999-1155))
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The three storey main building houses some rare
softskin vehicles and reproduction Soviet fighter aircraft.

In recent years, as the Russian
Federation has grown in financial
strength and major companies

and indeed individuals have become
increasingly wealthy with serious money
to spend on military interests, there
has arisen around the country a not
insignificant number of new military
museums.

The new collections, which have sprung
up in the last ten years or so, are significant
for two reasons. Firstly, on display are a
large number of military vehicles and other
exhibits in settings, which are second to none
in terms of buildings, lighting and display
content. Secondly, and quite fascinating from
a technical point of view, some of the vehicles
and exhibits on display are entirely unique,
having been rescued from institutes and
strategic reserve storage, or rebuilt from parts
recovered deep in the forests of European
Russia on which territory WW2 was fought.

t th R i

SIBERIA’S MILITARY
GOLD MINE
James Kinnear and Aleksandr Koshavtsev visit one of Russia’s
impressive yet mostly undiscovered military collectionsy yyy

35CLASSIC MILITARY VEHICLE March 2016

MMM-7722 mottorcyclle variiantts, sollo, combbiinattiion andd morttar carriier.



OFF THE BEATEN TRACK
One such museum, containing one of the
largest military vehicle collections in the
country, is in Verkhnaya Pyshma, Siberia,
today a northern suburb of Ekaterinburg,
some 1800km east of Moscow and thereby
far from the regular trail trodden by most
Western tourists. Despite (actually because
of – as will become clear) the slightly obscure
location, the collection has been put together
with meticulous detail and shedloads of
investment and many of the descriptions on
the immaculately restored vehicles are in
English as well as Russian for the benefit of

the occasional Western tourist for whom travel
in Siberia is a consideration (there are even
Irish pubs there now, so no excuses).

The attraction started off as a row of tanks
displayed alongside Ulitsa Lenina (Lenin
Street), but has gradually been expanded into
a major museum collection with a purpose
built multi-level main building and a huge
external display area. Many of the tanks and
military vehicles on display are standard
Soviet military fare. Many, however, are
extremely rare, and one can only wonder
where they have been stored in all the
intervening years. In some cases where no

original has survived, tanks have been rebuilt
from scratch using heavy gauge steel plate to
effectively replicate the original. The facility
for this happens to be located close to the
museum complex. Considering the high level
of accuracy with which some of the tanks
and armoured vehicles have been rebuilt, or
built from scratch, one can also assume that
access to original production drawings has
not been a concern for the restorers.

NO COINCIDENCE
The location of the Technical Museum in a
small village in Siberia is not, as the Russians
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Above: A BA-27 armoured car, or a very good
reproduction. The BA-27 was the Soviet Union’s
first series production armoured car, based on
the AMO F-15 truck. Left: One of the curiosities
of seeing Soviet light and medium armoured
cars parked up together is that the latter are not
as large compared to the former as expected
from looking at wartime photographs.

Above: The LuAZ-967M (TPK) amphibious
battlefield evacuation vehicle.
Above right: The museum has examples of the
original Ford GPA amphibian and the Soviet
MAV later developed from the American original,
as seen here.

Above: A D-8 (Dyrenkov-8) armoured car.
Abbove: AA GGGAAZZ-AAAAA AAA , iin tthhe lliivery offf tthhe oriigiinall MMoscow-KKarakkum-MMoscow ddesertt proviing ttriialls
conducted in the very early 1930s.Above A D 8 (Dyrenkov 8) armoured car
AA

Above: A BA 27 armoured car or a very good



say, ‘sluchaina’ (not just by accident). In
1938 a foundry and metullargical plant was
established in the city of Sverdlovsk (today
Ekaterinburg), just over the Ural Mountains
that separate European
Russia from Siberia. As
war clouds gathered,
the plant moved over to
military production, and
during the war produced
T-34 hull and turret sets
for local assembly, and
complete self propelled
guns based on the T-34 chassis, including
the SU-122, the SU-85 and the SU-100. The
plant is best known as Uralmash – The Ural
Machinery Plant, using a typical Russian
euphemism to describe the plant as a
general manufacturing plant rather than an

armoured vehicle production facility. In the
post-war era the plant continued to develop
self-propelled guns, but post-war production
concentrated primarily on the building of

oilfield equipment such as drilling rigs.
The Uralmash plant remains very much

active and the museum is very much related
to the massive industrial complex located
nearby, where some of the exhibits were
originally built. The main museum building,

a purpose built three-storey concrete
structure, houses the more vulnerable
and rarer softskin exhibits together with a
collection of real and reproduction aircraft

suspended on strops
from the roof.

For many years
the number of tanks
and military vehicles
located in military
museums in the
Russian Federation to
which public access

was allowed was strictly limited. However,
in the last decade the number of such
specialist military museums has increased
exponentially with collections and restoration
budgets that can only be dreamed of in most
Western countries.
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Above: A perfectly restored Dodge ¾-ton truck.
Right: A reproduction of the very rare T-34-57,
a handful of which served in the defence of
Moscow in the autumn of 1941.Moscow in the autumn of 1941.

AAbove: A T-34 M-1941 with additional ‘ekrani’
aarmour plating on the hull and turret.
LLeft: The museum has several T-34s in its
ccollection, including this welded turret T-34
MM-1941 complete with battle scars.

Above: The BA-64B armoured car was buiilt at
the Gorky Avtomobil Zavod. Early BA-64s were
based on the GAZ-64 chassis, later BA-64B
vehicles on the GAZ-67 chassis.

“Where no original has survived,
tanks have been rebuilt from scratch

using heavy gauge steel plate to
effectively replicate the original.”

Ab A f tl t d D d ¾ t t k

TThhee FFAAII aarrmmoouurreedd ccaarr wwaass bbaasseedd oonn tthhee GGAAZZ-AA cchhaassssiiss. TThhee ccoolloouurr sscchheemmee iiss ffrroomm mmmiilliittaarryy
manoeuvres conducted in the mid-1930s.
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AAbbove: MMany off tthhe museum’’s exhhiibbiitts hhave
battle and or firing range scars. Left: An S-65
artillery tractor and 152mm M-1937 (ML-20)
combination.

Below: This KV has been rebuilt as a KV-2,
with steel plate of a gauge that only a
museum with a former armour plant nearby
could consider replicating.

AAbboovvee:: SSeellff pprrooppeelllleedd rroocckkeett aarrttiilllleerryy iinncclluuddeess
this 9P117, better known in the West as the
Scud. Left: The 2P24 launch vehicle for the
Krug SAM system.

Above: An early welded turret KV-1 heavy
tank. The tracks have suffered considerable
small calibre shell damage. Right: A 2S7
203mm self-propelled gun flanked by MiG-25
and MiG-21 aircraft.

Ab A l ld d t t KV 1 h

p g

Below: This KV has been rebuilt as a KV 2

and MiG 21 aircraft.
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Cadillac went from strength to strength and
soon developed a reputation for high quality,
well made vehicles – a reputation which it has
maintained to this day. What is less well known
is Cadillac’s involvement in the Great War.

The first time that the US military
experimented with a Cadillac was in 1915
when a Colonel Davidson built an armoured
machine gun car on a Cadillac chassis,
making it the first US Army armoured car. This
machine, along with seven other specialised
military vehicles also built on Cadillac chassis,
was driven from Chicago to the Panama
Pacific Exposition in San Francisco. The
journey took 34 days and was undertaken
with the objective of showing the benefits of
military motorisation.

TYPE 57 CADILLAC
The most notable thing about the Type 51
introduced in 1914 was its engine. This 90
degree L head V8 (which had been designed
by the Glasgow born engineer D McCall-White)
generated 31hp, the first time such an engine
had been fitted to a mass produced car. In
August 1916 Cadillac introduced the Type
55 which was now offered with a range of
body styles including an ambulance, police
car and hearse. Apart from having a slightly
different radiator, bonnet and cowl the Type 57
which came the following year was virtually
indistinguishable from the Type 55. The engine

Formed in 1902, Cadillac is the second oldest surviving American car marque (after
Buick) and was spawned out of the remains of the Henry Ford Motor Company
which, after just five months of operation, closed down following a dispute

between Ford and his financial backers. Ford started up a new company (the Ford Motor
Company) and the previous financial backers called in Henry Leland to value the plant
and equipment at the old enterprise prior to its sale. Leland managed to persuade the
backers to reopen the factory under the name of Cadillac Automobile Manufacturer
(named after the French founder of Detroit, Antoine de la Mothe Cadillac) and the firm
started producing cars in 1902.

DIAMOND IN T
Tim Gosling profiles Cadillac’s contribution to
the Great War effort
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was still a V8 with four cast iron blocks on
an aluminium crankcase, but it now had
detachable heads and ultra-lightweight
pistons. The transmission, however, was of a
completely different design and could not be
interchanged with earlier models. In 1918 the
design changed slightly when the number of
louvres on the bonnet increased from nine to
25, to assist with cooling.

POSH PEOPLE CARRIER
On 6 April 1917 the US declared war on
Germany and a massive programme of
armament commenced. One of the many
objectives within this programme was to
select a seven seat staff car. A trial was
arranged in the Texas town of Marfa and a
Cadillac along with several other vehicles
were put through a 2000-mile test in

exceptionally hot and inhospitable conditions.
The Cadillac then undertook a second test run,
this time totalling 5000 miles, the driver being
accompanied by a Captain FL Case while a
character named George Gaston represented
the Cadillac Company. The Cadillac performed
exceptionally well achieving an average of
12mpg and requiring only a replacement
fan spring. The Army was duly impressed
and placed an immediate order for the car
without any modifications. By November 1918
contracts for the purchase of 1043 limousines
and 2970 convertible touring cars had been
placed. The limousine was fitted with a folding
desk, leather seats (instead of velvet) and
canvas curtains instead of silk. Apart from
these minor alterations and being painted an
olive drab colour it was indistinguishable from
those available on the home market. Just

222 limousines and 1734 convertibles were
delivered to the US Army by November 1918
of which a total of 1503 arrived in France by
the end of the war. The balance of the order
remained on US soil where they undertook
work at various military posts.

In 1919 Cadillac published a small booklet
entitled Cadillac Participation in the World War
which listed the company’s activities. Towards
the end of the booklet it republished letters
that had been sent to Cadillac by its uniformed
users during the war. As you would expect the
letters are very patriotic and full of high praise
for the Cadillac, stating that they never broke
down, were very reliable and started first
time even when full of shrapnel holes. Such
claims can’t be proved but between 1918
and 1919 Cadillac manufactured 45,146 cars,
a significant increase from the 13,002 sold

THE ROUGH
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Above: Manufactured for the Guatemala police
is this Type 55 Cadillac. Fitted to the scuttle of
the car is an M1895 Colt-Browning machine
gun and a searchlight. (Photo: US Library of
Congress). Left: The two stars in the window
signify that this Cadillac limousine is the
property of a general. The passenger is fully
enclosed against the weather but the driver
has not been forgotten as he does have half
side screens made from canvas.

The officers of this medical detachment have been assigned a Type 57 Cadillac. It looks like the
driver of the Dodge standing to the left is demonstrating his preference by leaning against the
Cadillac (Photo: US National Archives).

AAbbove: TThhe CCanaddiian AArmy purchhasedd 3300
Cadillacs. This one under the command of
Lieutenant Colonel George Johnson was said
to be the first Allied vehicle to cross the Rhine
into Germany (although Vauxhall claimed that
one of its D Type cars also performed the same
deed).

Below: The officers of Motor Park 21 at Rimaucourt in France have a variety of motor vehicles to play with. Although they are covered in mud the two
Cadillacs have a supreme elegance that the Dodge (left) seems to lack. (Photo: US National Archives)).

The officers of this medical detachment ha e been assigned a T pe 57 Cadillac It looks like the



between 1914 and 1915 before America had
joined the war. Whatever the truth is about
its reliability it seems that many a returning
Doughboy came back with the firm intention
of buying themselves a Cadillac when they
got home.

SHINING A LIGHT
Prior to 1914 the only searchlights used by
the US Army were in fixed locations at coastal
defence batteries. With the need to combat
the destructive power of aeroplanes becoming
more vital the US Army experimented with
mobile searchlights and in April 1917 ordered
20 searchlights which had a 60in diameter.
Five months later an additional order was
made for over 1000 searchlights. The 60in
searchlight was designed to be towed on a
small trailer but experiments were undertaken
as to whether they could be motorised.
Cadillac came to the rescue with an adapted
145in car chassis converted into a light
truck, with a generator mounted between the
chassis rails and in front of the back axle.
The searchlight remained upon its trailer but
the trailer was now wheeled up ramps into
the back of the Cadillac, the engine of which
would provide the power to illuminate it.

2.5 TON TRACTOR
The US Army Ordnance Corps has always
been very forward thinking in developing
new equipment – and motor vehicles were
no exception. Having already established

a programme of motorisation in order to
replace horses for the hauling of guns and
ammunition, the Ordnance Corps took the
next step and experimented with six types of
caterpillar tracked self-propelled guns. The
guns varied in size from 8in down to 3in with
the tractors being built by familiar companies
such as Holt and Federal or being built
in-house by the Rock Island Arsenal. The early
development of the US self-propelled gun
(or Gun Motor Carriage to give it its proper
name) is a fascinating subject, but Cadillac
was only involved in supplying the power train
(the V8 70hp engine, transmission and clutch)
which were fitted into the 2.5 ton tractor,
some of which were then fitted with a 75mm
or 3in gun. The engine had been a standard
design but was modified by the oil pan now
having two sumps so as to ensure that lack
of lubrication did not become a problem
on some of the steeper slopes. Due to the
threat of the constant vibration damaging the
magneto this was replaced with a generator
and battery ignition.

This machine had been designed in late
1918, almost too late to arrive before the
war’s end. Of the 5586 that were ordered just
10 were delivered before the end of hostilities,
only two of which actually arrived in Europe.
The gun added a further two tons to the
tractor’s weight and being just over 7ft tall
and under 5ft wide it does give the impression
that it was unstable. Production continued
after the war until a total of 3786 had been

built but they were phased out by 1922 with
poor reliability giving a total of just four years
in service.

OTHER WAR WORK.
Cadillac’s involvement in the Great War
wasn’t limited to vehicles. The firm was also
contracted to build the 27-litre V12 aero
Liberty engine designed by Packard. However,
William Durant, the owner of General Motors,
was a pacifist and did not want Cadillac
to be associated with the building of war
material. Henry Leland promptly resigned
from Cadillac setting up the Lincoln Motor
Company to build the engine, but Durant
then back tracked and agreed that Cadillac
could also build the engine. By the end of
the war, both companies along with Buick,
Ford, Packard and Marmon had built 13,574
of these engines. Durant’s pacifism seems
to have been overcome with the demand for
the supply of military equipment. Cadillac
went on to build testing equipment, 350,000
mortar shell cases, aeroplane parts for the
US Army, and balloon winches for the British
War Department. Finally, 2693 employees
of Cadillac (both in the factory and within
the sales and distribution network) left their
jobs to fight in the services of which 33 were
known to have lost their lives. The name
of Cadillac was now associated with its
involvement in supporting the war effort, a
reputation for quality that would be enhanced
even further during WW2 by its aircraft
engines and the M24 Chafee tank.
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The ‘For Official Use Only’ markings (as well as the shiny paint) demonstrate that this Cadillac was
photographed after 1918. The body style is quite unusual in as much as the driving position is fully
enclosed. (Photo: US National Archives).

WWiitthh tthhee ssiiddee ssccrreeeennss ffoollddeedd uupp yyoouu ccaann sseeee
how the searchlight fitted into the back of the
Cadillac. The glass mirror would easily have
been susceptible to damage and great effort
has been taken to secure the searchlight into
place. (Photo: US National Archives).

Th ‘F Offi i l U O l ’ ki ( ll th hi i t) d t t th t thi C dill

AAbboovvee lleefftt:: TThhee CCaaddiillllaacc ppeerrffoorrmmeedd sstteerrlliinngg sseerrvviiccee aatt home as well as overseas. Here a Type 57 awaits a driver at a military post in Washington DC.
The bolts visible on the rim of the front wheels allow the tyre which is fixed to a demountable rim to be quickly changed. (Photo: US National Archives).
Above right: At a motor repair shop in France a line of Cadillacs are receiving a complete ground up rebuild. (Photo: US National Archives).
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Above: The searchlight was powered by the
engine of the Cadillac and the long power
cable located on the drum by the rear wheel
shows how far away from the Cadillac the
searchlight could be located in case it came
under fire. (Photo: US National Archives).

AAbboovvee:: DDuurriinngg tteessttiinngg oonnee ooff tthhee 22.55 ttoonn
tractors was made to climb such a steep slope
that it tumbled over backwards. I don’t know
if this photo is of that incident just before it
happened, but the tractor certainly does not
look very stable. (Photo: US National Archives).

Below: The stabilisers on the back of the
tractor have been deployed to prevent the
tractor flipping over when fired. It does appear
that the man standing to the rear has had
a very near miss with the recoil. (Photo: US
National Archives).

Above: Photographed in June 1919 at Bourg in France are at least 95 surplus Cadillacs awaiting disposal. The Cadillac closest to the camera has the
later style bonnet with 25 louvres while the ones behind have only nine. (Photo: US National Archives). Above right: Photographed during the American
dash to recapture the town of Chateau Thierry it appears that the driver has hastily packed the back of the Cadillac with all of his worldly possessions.
(Photo: US National Archives). Below right: A report produced by the Ordnance Corps said that the driver and passenger can “ride in comfort without
the aid of straps to hold them in place.” The V8 engine, transmission and clutch are the same as used in the car, but with a different oiling system,
carburettor and ignition to cope with the steep slopes it was designed to climb. (Photo: US National Archives).

Ab Th hli ht d b th
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Browning 50 cals …………………..........................£325
Browning 30 cals ……………………......................£325
G.P.M.G …………………………………...................£325
MG42 ……………………………………...................£350
Twin Vickers KS with mounts …............................£895
60mm blank firing mortars ……….........................£250
B.A.R …………………………………………............£350
Blank firing WW2 US Bazookas …........................£195

MILITARY MUCKABOUTS

Also manufacturers of simulated firing
50 CALS . 30 CALS . MG42 . GPMG

www.military-muckabouts.webs.com
Email: iron-cross@hotmal.co.uk 07977 675278

Unit 8 The Old Mushroom Farm Windsor Gardens Hawkwell Essex SS5 4LH

Manufacturers of Military Film Props
All steel construction made from individual parts

We Buy, Sell & Part Exchange
Militaria, Deactivated Guns & Replica Weapons

For Film & Theatre Use.
Military Related Giftware & Collectables
Please View Our Websites Or Make An Appointment

To Visit Our Shop.
Unit One, Walnut Tree Farm, Silver Street, Besthorpe,

Attleborough, Norfolk NR17 2LF
Tel. 01953 454744

www.grahamcurriemilitaria.co.uk

JEFFREY
ENGINEERING LTD

TEL: 01233 770007
MOBILE: 07770 836438 FAX: 01233 770670

WEBSITE: www.jeffreyeng.com Email: nick@jeffreyeng.com

Berry Court Farm, Smarden, Ashford, Kent. TN27 8RQ

Jeep Engine Overhaul
Specialists

PRECISION ENGINEERS AND ENGINE RECONDITIONERS

OUR STOCK OF ENGINE COMPONENTS IS
SECOND TO NONE

24 HOUR DELIVERY SERVICE
IF YOU REQUIRE PARTS FOR VEHICLES ANCIENT OR

MODERN, PETROL OR DIESEL - GIVE US A CALL
TELEPHONE:

ROMFORD (01708) 740668 • 743331 • 748320
FAX: (01708) 733266

www.gosnays.co.uk sales@gosnays.co.uk



In spite of its name, the unit spent the
majority of its time building the Stilwell Road
rather than working on USAAF airfields. As a

reminder the Stilwell Road is formed by
the Ledo Road, built in 1943-45 by the US
Engineers from Ledo (Assam, NE India) to Mu

Se (Burma-China border), and the Chinese
part of the Old Burma Road, built in 1937
by the British and the Chinese between
Lashio (end of the Rangoon-Lashio railway)
and Kunming (Yunnan, S-W China) to supply
Chiang Kai-shek’s army.

Due to the extreme difficulties faced by the engineers tasked to build a road
through the jungles, rivers, swamps and mountains of India, Burma and China,
the story and illustration of their exploits is of a particular interest for collectors

of military vehicles.

MUD, SWEAT AND GEARS
Alain Henry de Frahan, who led two expeditions with a WW2
Jeep on the Stilwell Road, recounts what the American 1880th
Engineer Aviation Battalion achieved
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IIlllluussttrraattiioonn ffrroomm tthhee bbooookk ppuubblliisshheedd bbyy tthhee
1880th Aviation Engineer Battalion (1880th
Aviation Engineer Battalion).

II
CCoooolliieess rreeccrruiitteedd ffrroomm tteeaa ggaarrddeennss ffiillll aa mmiilllliioonn ssaannddbbaaggss aatt tthhee HHaarrveey ppiitt ffoorr tthhee aaiirrppoorrtt aanndd tthhee
Makum Junction Road (1880th Aviation Engineer Battalion).

Caterpillar D8 of Company C at work on the Ledo Road near Loglai, in the Patkai range (1880th Aviation Engineer Battalion).



FROM USA TO BURMA
The 1880th Engineer Aviation Battalion
was created on 1 March 1943 at Geiger
Field, Spokane, Washington State. The unit
started modestly: 37 enlisted men and three
officers, but
quickly grew
to reach the
battalion level
of 762 trained
specialists.
On 26 March
1944 the Battalion left Geiger Field by the
East Coast and crossed the Atlantic, entered
the Mediterranean where it stopped at Oran
(Algeria, then under control of the Free
French Forces), Naples (Italy), Port Said
(Egypt), passed through the Suez Canal, and
stopped in Aden (Yemen). Their journey ended

at Bombay on the western coast of India on
12 May 1944. However, it was far from the
assigned destination and the battalion started
a long, slow and difficult journey by railway
to Calcutta, on the eastern coast of India, and

finally to the Assam province, in the far north
east of India.

WORK BEGINS IN BURMA
The Battalion received its orders from the
Base Headquarters in Calcutta on 29 May
1944. A part of the unit (companies A, B

and C) was sent to the Margherita-Ledo
area, while the other was sent to Myitkyina,
in Northern Burma, an area inhabited by
the Kachins, an ethnic group that supplied
thousands of men to Detachment 101 of

the OSS, the
precursor of
the CIA.

The first job
of the Ledo-
based group
was to maintain

a 40-mile section of the Ledo Road, carry
out the enlargement and maintenance of
the Ledo airfield as well as of numerous
access roads, and undertake about 20
construction projects of various types. Due
to the monsoon season, most culverts had
been washed out. All available men, including

Above: Heavy convoy with M1 Heavy Wrecker, White 666 prime movers, Dodges and Jeeps on the
Ledo Road while under construction (1880th Aviation Engineer Battalion).

Above: Gravel laid down by a GMC CCKW 353
dump truck (1880th Aviation Engineer Battalion).
Top: Shooting the Ledo airstrip with asphalt was
a sordid task under the boiling rays of the sun
(1880th Aviation Engineer Battalion).
Top right: One of the advertisements published by
Caterpillar during the war to pay homage to the
Ledo Road builders, referring to its HQ in Peoria,
Illinois (1880th Aviation Engineer Battalion).

AAbboovvee:: CCaatteerrppiillllaarr DD77 bbooggggeedd ddoowwnn aatt mmiillee ppooiinntt
46. Two bulldozers will be necessary to get it out
of the deep mud (US NARA). Left: A Caterpillar D4
is unloaded from a GMC CCKW 353 (US NARA).
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l f G i Fi ld b h fi ll h A i i h f h 40 il i f h L d

“All available men, including administrative
personnel, were rushed to the road, day

and night, to keep it open.”

Ab H ith M1 H W k Whit 666 i D d d J th

Ab G l l id d b GMC CCKW 353



Above: A Caterpillar D7 of Co A, 1880th Aviation
Engineer Battalion, is coming to the rescue of
a Jeep bogged down between Makum Junction
and Digboi (US NARA).

Right: GMC CCKW 353 bogged down on the
Ledo Road turned into a quagmire (1880th
Aviation Engineer Battalion).

Above: Three Caterpillar D7s at work at mile point 284 (1880th Aviation Engineer Battalion).
RIght: International TD towing a GMC on the Ledo Road (1880th Aviation Engineer Battalion).
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Ab A C t ill D7 f C A 1880th A i ti

AAbbove: IIntternattiionall TTDD 1188 pulllliing a scraper att workk bbettween MMakkum JJuncttiion andd DDiigbboii, AAssam
(1880th Aviation Engineer Battalion).

administrative personnel, were rushed to the
road, day and night, to keep it open and the
three companies were sometimes relocated
to react in emergency to various needs.
Native local labourers were hired from the
Indian Tea Association and handpicked tons
of gravel that were freighted to the worst
spots. Logs, sandbags, bamboo and the like
were used to keep the road from sinking out
of sight.

By mid-July 1944, the road was reopened
to traffic and in September that year, thanks
to C Company, more of the Ledo Road had
been completed.

During the same period, mud swamped
the Ledo airfield, challenging the engineers’
ingenuity. So, A and B companies were moved
to help solve the nightmare but also enlarge
and improve the entire airfield. By November
Ledo had become a very busy place with
transport, liaison and fighter aircraft buzzing
all around.

With the Myitkyina sector needing
various engineering works, a survey party of
the battalion left in September 1944 to
determine where to construct an
exceptionally long floating bridge across the
wide Irrawaddy River.

In late October 1944, the rest of the 1880th
Battalion moved into Burma.

ON THE ROAD AGAIN…
On October 28, B Company drove to the
village of Warazup (mile point 189) near a
landing strip used mainly by the American 1st
Air Commando Group commanded by Colonel
Philip Cochran. The other companies drove
further with each tasked to build, repair, and
enlarge road sections, including innumerable

culverts, as well as build some causeways
and bridges. Driving heavy equipment
on such muddy soil was an exhausting
challenge: Ward LaFrance and Kenworth
wreckers, White 666 and Corbitt 50SD6 prime
movers towing trailers loaded with graders,
Caterpillar D4 or D7 bulldozers were not toys
for green horns!



The burning sun and a thin dust of the dry
season started to replace the rain and mud
of the wet season. Everywhere along the
road the local people marveled at the modern
American equipment and labour saving
devices that enabled them to build the road
with such speed.

The engineers hacked their way through
marshes and jungle, re-aligned the snaky
pre-existing trail if any, moved thousands of

cubic yards of dirt, built timber trestles and
Bailey bridges, and laid thousands of feet of
steel culvert.

EN ROUTE TO CHINA
In June 1945, the Battalion started to leave
Burma for China. A 600-vehicle convoy
wound its way along the Ledo Road and
then the ‘old’ Burma Road. This was a very
impressive sight. The journey took several

weeks to reach the Yunnan and Kweichow
provinces, their newly assigned operational
areas. With the exception of a few mechanics,
cooks and night guards, virtually every man
of the Battalion, including medics and clerks,
became a driver or heavy equipment operator.
The heavy equipment convoy needed a month
to cover the distance lighter vehicles did
in two weeks. The various hairpin bends in
the mountainous Bhamo-Namkham stretch
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Above: Caterpillar D8 sunk in the mud (1880th
Aviation Engineer Battalion).
Right: Mechanics work continuously to repair
equipment; here an International TD 18 (1880th
Aviation Engineer Battalion).

Right: Caterpillar D4 of the 1880th Aviation Engineer
Battalion at work near Myitkyina (US NARA).
Below: Caterpillar D4 of Co A clearing mud near
Myitkyina (US NARA).

Above: Repair work included welding on
shovels (1880th Aviation Engineer Battalion).
Left: A Caterpillar D7 of 1880th Aviation
Engineer Battalion, flown in pieces to
Myitkyina by Curtiss C-46 Commandos is being
reassembled (US NARA).

Right: Caterpillar D4 of the 1880th Aviation Engineer
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Above: A Diamond T 972 that slid off the road is
being recovered by a Ward LaFrance or Kenworth
M1 and a Diamond T 969 wrecker (US NARA).

Above: Convoy of the 1880th Aviation Engineer Battalion en-route to China. Notice the twin-wheels
on the Ben-Hur 1-ton trailers (1880th Aviation Engineer Battalion).

proved a nightmare to negotiate. Some
trailers loaded with bulldozers slipped off
the side of the road, imposing considerable
work with other bulldozers and heavy trucks
tasked to recover them. Consequently, a
Caterpillar D7 was instructed to drive in front
of the convoy to widen the track and enable
the following vehicles to pass.

After Namkham, the flat countryside made
it easier for the convoy to progress. The more
hilly Mu Se-Mong Yu area (Burma-China
border) marked the junction between the
Ledo Road and the old Burma Road at MP
(mile point) 740, before the Chinese village
of Wanting.

After their arrival, a section of the group
was flown back to Burma to bring another
100 GMCs to China.

The Salween River gorge, however
impressive, did not put the drivers in serious
trouble. But the splendid suspension bridge
recently rebuilt by the engineers was cause
for concern: its theoretical 10-ton capacity
was questioned by the drivers of the heavy
convoy. As a precaution, the bulldozers and
graders were unloaded and drove across
first. Even the heavy trailers were pulled
empty by GMCs instead of their usual Corbitt
or White 6x6 prime movers. The power

shovels were taken across in two parts: the
crawler assembly on one trailer, the cab
and engine assembly on another, both being
reassembled and reloaded on the other end
of the bridge.

Another serious difficulty was caused by
the necessity of passing underneath a
low-ceiling section bored through the rock.
That day the heavy convoy completed only
five miles.

Abo e Con o of the 1880th A iation Engineer Battalion en ro te to China Notice the t in heels

Above: A Diamond T 972 tipper and a GMC CCKW 353
combine their power to manoeuvre a trailer loaded
with a grader near Bhamo, an often exhausting skill
imposed on the drivers (US NARA).
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Below: A White 666 or Corbitt 50SD6 towing a Caterpillar D7 on a trailer is
an assembly too long to pass a sharp curve. It is necessary to unload the
bulldozer to manoeuvre (1880th Aviation Engineer Battalion).

AAbbove: AA DDoddge WWCC-5533 CCarryallll iis crossiing tthhe
splendid suspension bridge over the Salween
River, followed by a Jeep and a GMC (1880th
Aviation Engineer Battalion).



Above and left: Passing underneath a low-ceiling passage bored through the rock demanded the
unloading of each equipment from their trailers (1880th Aviation Engineer Battalion).

Below: Shovel cranes were transported in two
assemblies and then reassembled at destination

(1880th Aviation Engineer Battalion).
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Above and right: A GMC demolished by
its Chinese driver is being recovered by
the Americans using the winches of their
Studebaker US6-U3 and GMC CCKW 353 (1880th
Aviation Engineer Battalion).

Several incidents and accidents, sometimes
spectacular, occurred but thankfully none of
them caused any fatalities.

All the convoys stopped in Paoshan, before
the Mekong River and when they arrived
the ancient walled city was congested with
Chinese refugees and American troops.

On 10 June 1945, the advance party and
the four company units reached Kunming, the
end of the Stilwell Road (and of the old
Burma Road).

A fundamental
reorganisation of the
chain of command of
the Service of Supply
(SOS) forces in China was implemented and
the theatre of operation was divided into
several sections, with a base section (BS)
commander in charge of all activities in
each section.

The 1880th Engineer Aviation Battalion
was assigned to BS 2 covering an area
east of Kunming, near Nanning where
they had 100 miles of road to maintain,
widen and improve, a colossal task for which
Chinese coolies were hired in assistance,
and two Chinese engineer regiments assigned
as reinforcement.

BEWARE HITCH-HIKERS!
On the narrow, sharply winding and dusty
roads, the American drivers feared the
Chinese drivers who were convinced that
their half of the road was the middle half and
did not hesitate to back up their conviction
with a sub machine gun. That was when they
were not causing spectacular accidents in
which Chinese drivers rolled off the road and
completely demolished their trucks.

Many Chinese soldiers found it easy to
hitchhike on the US trucks. Undisciplined
and trigger-happy ones waved guns instead
of thumbs and did not hesitate to fire when
American drivers refused to stop. Luckily,
no engineers were hit, and the Chinese
gained a reputation as being poor shots.

LAST OPERATIONS
The workload on the 100-mile stretch was
such that the battalion’s force was stretched
to the limit. Companies were broken down
into platoons and platoons into small working

squads. On top of that, the rainy season
started, making the work even more difficult
and sometimes dangerous.

Following a revision of the base section
boundaries in mid-July 1945, the battalion
was reassigned to BS 3 and lost the
assistance of the two Chinese engineer
regiments. From the unit’s diary, it appears
that, since the battalion left Burma and until
V-J-Day (15 August 1945), it would have

spent three quarters of
its time in movements
and camp setting, and
only one quarter in
actual work on the road.

After the Japanese surrender (15 August
1945, signed on 2 September aboard USS
Missouri), discussions with the Chinese
government started about the transfer of the
road maintenance to the Chinese engineers.
Hence, by 26 September the 1880th Aviation
Engineer Battalion was declared surplus to
the China theatre of operation (CBI had been
previously split into China and Burma-India).

BACK TO AMERICA
On 30 September 1945 the battalion started
to move toward Chanyi, 100 miles east of

S

Ab d i ht A GMC d li h d b

i l t d d M Chi ldi f d it t Aft th J

“Some trailers loaded with bulldozers
slipped off the side of the road…”



Right: Calcutta, 26 September 1945. Buyers
examine Caterpillar D4s in the yard of the
3100th Quartermasters Salvage and Repair
Company. Surplus equipment at military
installations is prepared for sale by the Army-
Navy Liquidation Commission (US NARA).

Kunming. After numerous inspections of
personnel records and US Army property
accountability, it then moved to Luliang air
base, 60 miles south of Changyi. On 12
October the first planeload of the battalion

boarded Douglas C-54 Skymasters. Two
days later the entire outfit had been ferried
over the 1000 miles to Barrackpore air
base, near Calcutta. On 16 November, after
new inspections and other administrative

delays, it was trucked to the port of Calcutta
and boarded USS Marine Panther which
accommodated 2513 troops under the care
of the Army Transport Service.

The boat reached Ceylon on 21 November,
sailed on to the Red Sea and Suez Canal,
Gibraltar and the Atlantic, finally docking at
New York on 19 December 1945. This put an
end to the 33-month existence of the 1880th
Aviation Engineer Battalion.

Source: Situation CBI, The Story of the
1880th Aviation Engineer Battalion in
World War II, March 1943-December 1945.
Produced by the Battalion (no date). Pictures
from the official Battalion book and US NARA,
collection of Alain Henry de Frahan.
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Above, right, below and below right: Example
of an accident that occurred sometimes, here
near Yang-Pi, China. A Caterpillar D4 has been
tipped off on a sharp curve (1880th Aviation
Engineer Battalion).

d
a
a
o

ss
G
N
e
AA



MAGAZINE SPECIALS
ESSENTIAL reading from the teams behind your FAVOURITE magazines

HOW TO ORDER
VISIT 

www.keypublishing.com/shop

PHONE  
UK: 01780 480404
ROW: (+44)1780 480404 

*Prices correct at time of going to press. Subscriber discount valid on full price items only. Free 2nd class P&P on all UK & BFPO orders. 
Overseas charges apply.  Postage charges vary depending on total order value.

NEW FREE Aviation Specials App FREE Aviation Specials App

Simply download to purchase digital versions 
of your favourite aviation specials in one 

handy place! Once you have the app, you 
will be able to download new, out of 
print or archive specials for less 

than the cover price!

71/16

AIRFIX 2016 
YEARBOOK

Your one-stop source of 
information for all things Airfix 

in 2016.

132

£7.99
INC

FREE P&P*

1916
An Illustrated History of the third 

year of the Great War.

132

£5.99
INC

FREE P&P*

TANKS
Ten of the most important 

tanks to have been produced 
since their introduction to the 

battlefield in 1916. 

100

£1.99
INC

FREE P&P*

LUFTWAFFE EAGLES 
Packed with first-hand accounts, 

features by leading aviation 
writers, glorious artwork and 

contemporary photos.

£5.99
INC

FREE P&P*

100

DEFENDER
The complete history of a         

Land Rover icon.

£5.99
INC

FREE P&P*

JEEP
The Jeep details the complete 

history of the vehicle and paying 
tribute to an American Icon.  

£1.99
INC

FREE P&P*

REDUCED

REDUCED

WATERLOO
Explores the many controversies 

and myths surrounding the battle 
as well as key decisions and actions.

100

£
INC

FREE P&P*

6.99

RAF SALUTE 
BATTLE OF BRITAIN
Commemorating the RAF’s role 
in one of history’s greatest air 

battles.

£5.99
INC

FREE P&P*

100

100

100



No gathering of military vehicles
would be complete without a
traditional road-run, and the event

organised by Tim Isaac of the Cobbaton
Combat Collection in Devon on 6 June
to commemorate the 71st anniversary
of D-Day to the day was no exception.
Classic Military Vehicle magazine
was kindly invited along to watch the
action which was attended by around
40 vehicles of all types, but mainly
comprising American-built designs
which was very appropriate.

The area of Devon was used as one of
the build-up points for American troops
in readiness for D-Day and a number of
estates were requisitioned for the purposes
of HQs and camps. These included Lupton
House near Brixham and Saltram Park
near Plymouth. Down on the coast at
Woolacombe Bay and Saunton the expanses
of sandy beaches were used to practise
amphibious landings and the nearby sand
dunes in the area of Braunton Burrows

RUN FOR THE SUN
John Norris reports from last summer’s spectacular
Cobbaton road run

AAbbove: TThhe convoys grows. TTop: PPrepariing tto move offff ffrom CCobbbbatton.
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FALLING IN LINE
At the appointed time the column left the
grounds of the collection to weave its way
along narrow Devon country lanes heading
towards Braunton Burrows. Jeeps, and GMC
Jimmys, were joined by a few Austin Tillys,
Dodge WC52 weapons carriers, a Morris
Commercial C8 15cwt and an escort of
several wartime motorcycles. As we wound

our way along the lanes it struck many of us
that we were looking at the same views the
American troops saw all those years ago.

Moving from the country lanes out on
the main road it was inevitable that a few
modern cars should slip into our convoy
and, on the whole, motorists gave us
consideration on account of the age of
the vehicles. On approaching a
roundabout an escorting motorcyclist
would peel off and wait by the junction
which was all very reminiscent of wartime

convoys. The first leg of our journey was
about 18 miles (29km) and with an average
speed of 25mph (40km/h) and allowing for
traffic conditions this stage was completed
in about an hour. Just before we reached
our destination the column pulled off the
road to allow for stragglers to catch up so
that we could continue together. Once we
were all assembled back in column we

again moved
off to drive
on to the
training grounds
used by the
American troops.

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT
Today Braunton Burrows is a haven for flora
and fauna and popular with tourists who
walk the paths that criss-cross the site
which during the war was out of bounds
to civilians. Over 70 years ago explosions
and gun fire would have echoed around the
sand dunes as the troops practised for the
invasion of France. Special practice areas
for mortars were established, bazooka
firing range, flamethrowers and demolition
techniques were all learned here. Even

were turned into one vast training ground
stretching over 16 square miles for live
firing exercises using weapons from rifles to
bazookas and flamethrowers.

Tim Isaac was ably supported in
organising the event by a team of assistants
which included members of the local branch
of the MVT and Friends of the Assault
Training Center at Woolacombe.

The point
of departure
was from the
Cobbaton
Combat
Collection at
Umberleigh
and once all the vehicles were assembled
we set off at 8pm. As a passenger I was
allocated to a jeep driven by Chris Bowden,
who is a long-standing member of the MVT
and has taken part in many such road-
runs. His vehicle was actually a 1970s
Spanish-built version of the Jeep produced
by the company of Vehiculos Industriales
Y Agricolas, Sociedad Anonima (known as
VIASA) at its plant in Zaragosa, but to the
uninitiated it looked the part and fitted in
with the other vehicles in the convoy.
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“An escorting motorcyclist would peel off
and wait by the junction which was all very

reminiscent of wartime convoys.”
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One of our motorcycle escorts. Dodge WC52 weapons carrier is always popular.

Above: Brief pause for the convoy to come together.
Above right: Moving down narrow Devon country lanes was tight.

Dodge WC52 weapons carrier is always popularO f t l t



mock-up bunkers and pillboxes were
constructed for complete realism. We entered
the area and followed the route which
thousands of troops would have driven or
marched along. Here and there, poking out
from the sand, were reminders from those
days such as sections of concrete walls to
simulate bunkers and concrete obstacles.

Snaking our way through the dunes we
passed the bazooka training site and arrived
at the location where the remains of Landing
Craft Tanks (LCTs) were built out of concrete.

These were constructed to the same shape
and size as the actual LCTs so that drivers
could practise getting their vehicles off the
vessel and onto the beach. Some of our
column drove onto the concrete base of
these structures and it was incredible how
many vehicles could be loaded onto the
LCTs. The exit ramp is just wide enough for
a tank to leave but for smaller vehicles there
is more room. These remains are important
and today they are preserved by Friends of
the Assault Training Center.

A commemorative plaque has been
erected inside one of the concrete LCTs and
each year a service is held in memory of
those who trained here. This year was no
different and all of us took part in the short
memorial service and wreathes were laid
by ex-servicemen. It was a fitting tribute
and the significance was not lost on any of
the vehicle owners. We all realised that if it
was not for this training ground the number
of casualties on Omaha and Utah beaches
would have been much greater. A flypast

Above: This 'illy in the markings of the Tune
Tees 50th Northumbrian Division looked very
smart. Left: Mike Braund and Dave Smale from
Bude with their Jimmy truck.

BBellow: TThhe convoy moves across BBrauntton BBurrows ttraiiniing groundds.
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AAbove: Ward LaFrance M1A1 wrecker was a
hheavyweight but made it all the way down
ccountry lanes to the beach and back.



Above: Leaving the LCTs. Right: Ex-servicemen and woman laying wreathes at the
service. Below: The Cobbaton Convoy on the beach at Saunton Sands.

by several Auster spotter aircraft in various
colours flew overhead in tribute, also.

EXPERT EXIT
Loaded as we were into the LCTs provided
an opportunity to recreate the exiting
techniques by driving off the ramp. Chris
drove his Jeep off the ramp perfectly, as
though it was something he did every day,
followed by other vehicles. We continued our
circuit of the training grounds and reformed
our convoy in readiness to move on to
Saunton Sands. This provided an opportunity
to meet some of the other vehicles owners
such as Mike Braund and Dave Smale who

had driven their Jimmy down from Bude.
They share the vehicle which they have
had for about six years and they are both
long-standing members of the MVT. Another
owner was Sue Virgin from Cullompton in
Devon, who was driving her 1944 Ford Jeep
which she has had for about five years. Sue
explained that it was a wedding present
from her husband, who is also a vehicle
owner, and she has already driven it to
Normandy.

With everybody back in the column
once again we set off on the last leg of our
journey towards Saunton with its firm sandy
beach. Amphibious assault training with

vehicles and troops from landing craft were
practised here until just a few weeks before
D-Day, with Braunton Burrows continuing
to be used as a training ground until late
1944. There were accidents during these
exercises, the worst of which happened
when 98 men were drowned when their
landing craft overturned and sank. Looking
at the area today it is easy to understand
why the location was chosen because of its
resemblance to Omaha beach in Normandy.

TIME FOR A SWIM
As we made our way down the slipway
onto the beach we met up with Tim Isaac
from Cobbaton who had arrived earlier in
the day to unload the Sexton SPG from
the collection. He was joined by another
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AAbboovvee:: CCoommmmeemmoorraattiivvee ppllaaqquuee oonn BBrraauunnttoonn
Burrows. Left: Weapons Carrier and Jimmy
truck on concrete LCT.



heavyweight in the form of a Landing
Vehicle Tracked MkIV Buffalo. The owners
had brought this magnificent vehicle over
140 miles to take part in the event. It was
explained to CMV that this particular LVT
dates from 1945 and is not believed to
have been deployed in combat. This was a
truly head-turning event, made all the more
incredible by the announcement it was going
into the sea.

The Buffalo was built for use in water and
is ideally suited for work on sand. They were
used during the Pacific War and some were
used in the later stages of the war in Europe
to cross the large rivers such as the Rhine.
Here was an example being put through its
paces in a way which no other location can
offer. The condition of the sea was choppy

but the owners decided it was possible and
drove into the water. What we were now
witnessing has almost certainly never been
seen in the UK before. The Buffalo weighs
16 tons and measures around 26ft long, 10ft
8in wide and about 8ft tall. Yet, for all this
bulk it was being tossed about in the waves.
The owners bravely displayed the vehicle
but finally realised it was best to return to
the sand. Exiting the water showed it most
impressively and was undoubtedly the
highlight of the day.

The events of the day were not over

as owners decided to take a high-speed
run along the beach. In no specific order,
each owner drove the length of the sand,
including motorcycles and the Buffalo.
Despite the advancing age of some of the
vehicles they could still reach good speeds.
One surprising participant was a Ford GTB
(G-6222) sometimes known as the 'Burma
Jeep' which was produced from 1942
onwards. It had been in the convoy from
Cobbaton and is often seen at MVT events,
but to see it at speed in such conditions
was to see it in a different light.
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Above: More vehicles from the convoy on
another concrete LCT. Top right: The Burma
Jeep proving a real workhorse.
Above right: Sue Virgin with her Ford Jeep.

Above: The Burma Jeep at speed on the sand
run. Right: The Sexton SPG from the Cobbaton
Collection.
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Above: With pumps running to drain the
water the Buffalo drives out of the sea.
Right: Buffalo at speed running in shallow
water.

HEADING FOR HOME
The wide expanse of beach allowed the
larger vehicles such as the Sexton and
a Ward LaFrance M1A1 Wrecker recovery
vehicle, as well as the Buffalo,
to manoeuvre freely. Without doubt, the
whole event was enjoyed by everybody.
However, all good things must come to an
end, and so it was that the convoy had to
depart. We left a few vehicles at a time
and Chris Bowden drove me back to
Cobbaton being followed by the Wrecker.

The whole day had been a great
experience and judging by the turnout it
was successful.

On behalf of CMV I would like to extend
sincere thanks to Tim Isaac and all owners
of the MVT, especially my driver for the
day Chris Bowden, who took part in the
event for their support and making my
visit memorable. A fascinating book called
Spirits of the Sand Field Edition written by
Richard T Bass is available which details
the history of the training grounds of

Above: The Buffalo coming ashore fully armed.
Left: Buffalo running in shallow water.

Th h l d h d bT

Above The Buffalo coming ashore fully armed

Braunton Burrows and Saunton Sands. The
book contains a list of the units that trained
on the site, along with maps and details
of the area which is worth exploring. It is
available through the website:
www.rtbassbooks

I also have a digital PDF copy of a map
of Braunton Burrows which shows the
location of sites on the training grounds.
If any reader is interested in a copy free of
charge, please contact me at:
john.norris3@btinternet.com
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Above and right: The Buffalo in deep water.
Below: Buffalo coming out of the water.

Above: Emerging from the water the Buffalo
looks good.
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Above and right: The Buffalo in deep water
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Watch out for the following features in the April
issue of CMV, on sale 17 March 2016

COMING IN NEXT
MONTH’S ISSUE...

REGULAR FEATURES
And don’t miss our regular features, including product reviews, forthcoming events, pages and pages of classifieds, the very best in military-vehicle
photography... and, as regular readers will be only too well aware, far more than we can list here!

These are just some of the features planned for the next issue, but circumstances outside our control may force last-minute changes. If this happens we will
substitute items of equal or greater interest.

THE CAR THAT CHANGED HISTORY
The story of Archduke Franz Ferdinand’s Gräf & Stift.

ON THE LOOK OUT
David Fletcher explains the role of command,
control, rear link and observation post tanks.

REKINDLED KARRIER
Scott Smith meets the owner who restored a rare
CCCooommmmmmeeerrr KKKaaarrrrrriiieeerrr KKKK666.

Become an auction expert with our guide on what to
buy, how to bid and where to go to bag the best military
veeehhhiiicccllleee bbbaaarrrgggaaaiiinnnsss.

A U C T I O N B U Y I N G
S P E C I A L
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www.mod-sales.com

CVRT Scimitar Armoured Reconnaissance Vehicle, Fitted
Cummins BTA 5.9lt Turbo diesel, Automatic Gearbox with Neutral
turn capability, Maximum road speed 72 km/h, Range 750 km, etc,
820 miles, Excellent condition, Guide price £39,995 (1 Available)

Spartan CVRT Dieselised APC, Fitted Cummins BTA 5.9lt Turbo diesel
engine, Maximum road speed 72 km/h , Range 750 km, The vehicle
can carry up to 7 personnel, including 3 crew members, Mileage 1296,
Hours 502, Excellent Condition, Guide price £19,995 (1 Available)

Wolf 130 Battlefield Ambulance RHD, Fitted 300Tdi engine, 5 speed
R380 gearbox, Hi/Low transfer box with centre diff lock, PAS, front
and rear disc brakes, heavy duty chassis and axles, Goodyear G90
tyres, spare wheel, low mileage, Year from 1997, runs and drives well,
Very good condition, Guide price from £15,750 (5 Available)

The DAF 4x4 Truck, Cargo capacity of 5000kg, Fitted Cummins
5.9 ltr Turbo Diesel, permanent 4x4, Hi Lo Ratio with Diff Lock,
PAS, Air brakes, Nato style rear hitch, Engine power 145hp,
Maximum road speed 89 km/h, Range 500 km, Year from 1994.
Guide price from £4,500 (40 Available)

Land Rover Wolf 90 300Tdi Hard Top RHD, Fitted 300Tdi engine,
5 speed R380 gearbox, Hi/Low transfer box with centre diff lock, full
FFR installation kit, 24-volt electrics, PAS, front and rear disc brakes
etc, Mileage from 45110km, Guide price from £10,995 (6 Available)

Alvis Stormer Tracked Armoured Recon Vehicle,
Fitted Perkins 6-litre, 6-cylinder, Crew: Driver, Commander plus
2 pax, year 1992, low mileage, Excellent condition,
Guide price from £12,500 (6 Available)

UK Sales & Marketing Agent for all Ministry of Defence Vehicles & Mobile Plant.
Honey Pot Lane, Colsterworth, Grantham, NG33 5LY Tel: 01476 861 361 Fax: 01476 861 441

Email: sales@mod-sales.com

UK S l & M k ti A t f ll Mi i t f D f V hi
WITHAM (SPECIALIST VEHICLES) LTD FOLLOW US

On Facebook

USED AND NEW HIGH-QUALITY
REPRODUCTION PARTS FOR
" Jeep Willys MB
" Ford GPW
" Dodge WC series trucks

Call us between 08:30 and 20:00 hrs
! + 3 1 - 4 1 3 - 2 8 9 3 4 1
All our employees speak English
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MILITARY-VEHICLE EVENTS
2016
March
75TH ANNIVERSARY RANSOME & MARLES FACTORY
AIR ATTACK
Date: Sun 6 March 2016
Location: various Newark-on-Trent
Contact: www.newarkairmuseum.org,
events@newarkairmuseum.org

MILITARY & VINTAGE REVIVAL
Date: Sat/Sun 26-27 March 2016
Location: Old Buckenham Airfield, Norfolk
Contact: www.oldbuck.com

April
AMBERLEY VINTAGE CAR SHOW
Date: Sun 3 April 2016
Location: Amberley Museum, Amberley, West Sussex
Contact: 01798 831370,
office@amberleymuseum.co.uk, www.amberleymuseum.co.uk

WINGS & WHEELS
Date: Sun 17 April 2016
Location: Old Buckingham Airfield, Bucks
Contact: www.oldbuck.com

WARTIME IN THE COTSWOLDS
Date: Sat/Sun 23-24 April 2016
Location: Gloucestershire Warwickshire Steam Railway
Contact: Sue Harbron wartime@gwsr.com, www.gwsr.com

TIGER DAY
Date: Sat 30 April 2016
Location: The Tank Museum, Bovington, Dorset BH20 6JG
Contact: www.tankmuseum.org

FOUR ASHES IN THE FORTIES WEEKEND
Date: Sat/Sun 30 April-1May 2016
Location: Willenhal RUFC, Bognop Road, Essington, Staffs
WV11 2BA
Contact: Sarah, 07813823533, sarah.brady@ngbailey.co.uk

May
TANK EXPERIENCE DAY
Date: Fri/Sat 13-14 May 2016
Location: The Tank Museum, Bovington, Dorset BH20 6JG
Contact: www.tankmuseum.org

TEMPLE AT WAR
Date: Sat/Sun 14-15 May 2016
Location: Cressing Temple Barns, Braintree, Essex
Contact: Nicola info@templeatwar.co.uk, www.templeatwar.co.uk

1940S WEEKEND – SUFFOLK
Date: Sat/Sun 14-15 May 2016
Location: Bridge Farm Barns, Monks Eleigh, Suffolk IP7 7AY
Contact: Norman Newboult n.newboult1234@outlook.com

MERRIST WOOD SHOW
Date: Sun 15 May 2016
Location: Merrist Wood College, Guildford, Surrey GU3 3PE
Contact: Annette Smith asmith@guildfor.ac.uk

CHIPPING STEAM FAIR
Date: Sat/Mon 28-30 May 2016
Location: Green Lane Showground, Chipping, Preston, Lancs
PR3 2TQ
Contact: 01995 61866, www.chippingsteamfair.co.uk

OVERLORD MILITARY SPECTACULAR
Date: Sat/Mon 28-30 May 2016
Location: The Lawns, Forest Road, Denmead, Hants PO7 6HS
Contact: www.solentoverlord.co.uk

DEBACH AIRFIELD MUSEUM ROAD RUN
Date: Sun 29 May 2016
Location: Grove Farm, Clopton, Woodbridge, Suffolk,
IP13 6QS
Contact: Richard 07850 078432, www.493bgdebach.co.uk

PENDLE POWERFEST
Date: Sun 29 May 2016
Location: Nelson & Colne College, Nelson, Lancs BB9 7YT
Contact: Chris Walker pendlepowerfest@gmail.com

June
DIG FOR VICTORY SHOW
Date: Sat/Sun 11-12 June 2016
Location: North Somerset Showground, Bathing Pond Fields,
Wraxhall BS48 1NE
Contact: James Shopland, 07968 274480,
http://digforvictoryshow.com

THE GREAT NORTH FLY IN 2016
Date: Sat/Sun 18-19 June 2016
Location: Eshott Airfield, Felton, Morpeth, Northumberland
NE65 9QJ
Contact: www.greatnorthflyin.uk

WOODVALE RALLY
Date: Sat/Sun 18-19 June 2016
Location: Woodvale Park, Southport, Merseyside
Contact: mg1966uk@hotmail.com,
www.woodvalerally.com

WARTIME IN THE VALE
Date: Sat/Sun 18-19 June 2016
Location: Ashdown Farm, Badsey, nr Evesham,
Worcestershire WR11 7EL
Contact: 0779 159 1528, www.ashdowncamp.com

The major military-vehicle and militaria events
in the UK and around the world...

CLASSIC MILITARY VEHICLE March 2016

There are many military-vehicle rallies held in the UK
and elsewhere; only the larger events are listed here
but more appear in the major club magazines – or
look at www.milweb.net, www.mvpa.org, or
www.mvt.org. It is always wise to ensure an event is
still on before setting out on a long journey. CMV can

accept no liability for errors or omissions in this list.
Show organisers, please send details of your

event to ian.cushway@keypublishing.com or to the
editorial address at least eight weeks in advance.
Unfortunately we have space only for shows with
significant military-vehicle content.

h j ili hi l d ili i
IITTT’’SSS SHOWTIME!
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KEIGHLEY ARMED FORCES DAY
Date: Sun 19 June 2016
Location: Victoria Park, Keighley
Contact: Andrew Spence chair.kafa@gmail.com

ARMED FORCES DAY – CONSETT
Date: Sat 25 June 2016
Location: Laburnham Avenue, Consett DH8 5T
Contact: George MkKay consett.chairman@bl.community

BLACKPOOL ARMED FORCES WEEK
Date: Mon/Sun 20-26 June 2016
Location: various Blackpool
Contact: Ian Carr ian.carr@blackpool.gov.uk

TANKFEST
Date: Sat/Sun 25-26 June 2016
Location: The Tank Museum, Bovington, Dorset BH20 6JG
Contact: www.tankmuseum.org

July
BUCKFASTLEIGH STEAM RAILWAY MILITARY WEEKEND
40s FESTIVAL
Date: Sat/Sun 2-3 July 2016
Location: Buckfastleigh Steam Railway, Buckfastleigh,
Devon TQ11 0DZ
Contact: www.devonmvt.co.uk

FLYWHEEL FESTIVAL
Date: Sat/Sun 2-3 July 2016
Location: Bicester Heritage, Buckingham Road, Bicester,
Oxon OX27 8AL
Contact: www.flywheelfestival.com

1940s EXPERIENCE
Date: Sat/Sun 2-3 July 2016
Location: Isle of Wight Steam Railway, Havenstreet
Contact: Allan Norman liz.tagart@iwsteamrailway.co.uk,
www.iwsteamrailway.co.uk

HOLLOWELL STEAM & HEAVY HORSE SHOW
Date: Sat/Sun 2-3 July 2016
Location: Hollowell, Northants NN6 8RN
Contact: www.hollowellsteam.com

CAPEL MILITARY VEHICLE SHOW
Date: Sat/Sun 2-3 July 2016
Location: Aldhurst Farm, Temple Lane, Capel, Surrey
RH5 5HJ
Contact: Phil 01293 871 727,
http://capel-military-vehicle-show.com

YORKSHIRE WARTIME EXPERIENCE
Date: Fri/Sun 8-10 July 2016
Location: Cockleshaw Beck Farm, Hunsworth Lane,
Hunsworth, Bradford BD4 6RN
Contact: Stuart Wright, stuart.wright@hotmail.co.uk,
website www.ywe-event.info

THORPE CAMP ‘WE’LL MEET AGAIN’ EVENT
Date: Sat/Sun 9-10 July 2016
Location: Thorpe Camp Visitor Centre, Tattershall Thorpe, Lincs
LN4 4PL
Contact: 01673 849393, www.1940weekend.co.uk

OWESTRY CLASSIC & VINTAGE TRANSPORT RALLY
Date: Sat 16 July 2016
Location: Whitehall, Aston, Owestry, Shropshire SY11 4JH
Contact: 01691 610952,
www.britishironworkcentre.co.uk

ACKWORTH STEAM RALLY
Date: Sat/Sun 16-17 July 2016
Location: Ackworth Water Tower, A628 Ackworth Road,
West Yorks WF7 7ET
Contact: 07816 018291, 01977 617327

WOODHALL SPA ‘40s FESTIVAL
Date: Sat/Sun 16-17 July 2016
Location: Jubilee Park, Stixwould Road, Woodhall Spa, Lincs
LN10 6QH
Contact: www.woodhall-spa-40s-festival.com

OLD FORD RALLY
Date: Sun 17 July
Location: Heritage Motor Centre, Gaydon, Warks
Contact: www.heritage-motor-centre.co.uk, Tony King
jeepers1945@hotmail.com

WAR AND PEACE REVIVAL
Date: Tue/Sat 19-23 July 2016
Location: Folkestone Racecourse
Contact: www.thewarandpeacerevival.co.uk.

WELLAND STEAM FAIR
Date: Fri/Sun 29-31 July 2016
Location: Woodside Farm, nr Malvern, Worcs WR13 6LN
Contact: www.wellandsteamrally.co.uk

August
BASTON IN THE BLITZ
Date: Sat/Sun 6-7 Aug 2016
Location: Brudenell Playing Fields, Baston, Lincs PE6 9PB
Contact: www.bastonblitz.org

MILITARY & FLYING MACHINES SHOW
Date: Sat/Sun 6-7 Aug 2016
Location: Damyns Hall Aerodrome, Avely Road, Upminster,
Essex RM14 2TN
Contact: www.militaryandflyingmachines.org.uk

YANKS ARE BACK IN SADDLEWORTH
Date: Sat/Sun 6-7 Aug 2016
Location: Saddleworth School, Uppermill OI3 6BU
Contact: Paul Smith 07480 117685,
www.ww2events.co.uk

COBBATON VJ WEEKEND
Date: Sat/Sun 13-14 Aug 2016
Location: Cobbaton Collection, Umberleigh, Devon EX37 9RZ
Contact: 01769540740

COMBINED OPS – IMPS MILITARY & AIR SHOW
Date: Sat/Sun 13-14 Aug 2016
Location: Headcorn Aerodrome, nr Maidstone, Kent
Contact: www.combinedops.co.uk

DRIFFIELD STEAM RALLY
Date: Sat/Sun 13-14 Aug 2016
Location: The Showground, Driffield, East Yorks YO25 9DN
Contact: www.driffieldvintagerally.co.uk

NORFOLK TANK MUSEUM MV WEEKEND
Date: Sat 20 Aug 2016
Location: Norfolk Tank Museum, Station Road, Forncett St
Peter, Norwich, Norfolk NR16 1HZ
Contact: http://norfolktankmuseum.co.uk

MOUNT EDGCUMBE AT WAR
Date: Fri/Mon 26-29 Aug 2016
Location: Mount Edgcumbe Country Park, Cremyll, Cornwall
Contact: Gwen Jenkins 07807 497819

TANKS IN TOWN
Date: Fri/Sun 26-28 Aug 2016
Location: Mons, Belgium
Contact: www.tanksintown.be

WINGS & WHEELS
Date: Sat/Sun 27-28 Aug 2016
Location: Dunsfold Park, Surrey GU6 8HY
Contact: 01483 542226, www.wingsandwheels.net

MILITARY ODYSSEY
Date: Sat/Mon 27-29 Aug 2016
Location: Kent Show Ground, Detling, Maidstone, Kent
Contact: 07595 511981, www.military-odyssey.com

TANKS, TRUCKS & FIREPOWER SHOW
Date: Sat/Mon 27-29 Aug 2016
Location: A426, 5 miles from Rugby CV22 6NR
Contact: www.tankstrucksandfirepower.co.uk

September
THE VICTORY SHOW
Date: Fri/Sun 2-4 Sept 2016
Location: Foxlands Farm, Cosby, Leics LE9 1SG
Contact: www.thevictoryshow.co.uk

TANK EXPERIENCE DAY
Date: Fri 30 Sept 2016
Location: The Tank Museum, Bovington, Dorset BH20 6JG
Contact: www.tankmuseum.org

November
BROOKLANDS MILITARY VEHICLE DAY
Date: Sun 20 Nov 2016
Location: Brooklands Museum, Brooklands Road, Weybridge
KT13 OQN
Contact: 01932 857381, www.brooklandsmuseum.com

MILITARIA EVENTS, AUCTIONS, ETC
Government surplus sales
Witham Specialist Vehicles
Regular auctions of military vehicles and equipment are
held by Witham Specialist Vehicles throughout the year at its
Colsterworth, Lincolnshire site. Visit www.mod-sales.com, or
call 01476 861361 for more details.

Ramco UK
Ramco UK is one of the largest outlets for the sale of
miscellaneous and government surplus. The company holds
tender sales each month from its premises in Croft and Burgh
– both in Lincolnshire. Visit www.ramco.co.uk, or call 01754
880880 for more details.

FORTHCOMING MILITARIA
EVENTS 2016
March
STRATFORD UPON AVON MILITARIA & MEDAL FAIR
Date: Sun 13 March 2016
Location: Stratford Leisure and Visitor Centre, Bridgefoot,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warks CV37 6YY
Contact: Mark Carter 01753 534777

CHESHIRE & NORTH WALES MILITARIA & AVIATION FAIR
Date: Sun 13 March 2016
Location: Hooton Park, Airfield Way, Ellesmere Port, Wirral
CH65 1BQ
Contact: 0151 327 4701, griffin@griffintrust.org.uk
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THE SOUTH OF ENGLAND MILITARIA ARMS & ARMOUR
FAIRS
Date: Sun 13 March 2016
Location: Historic Dockyard, Chatham, Kent
Contact: James 07595 511981,
www.chathammilitariafairs.co.uk

MALVERN MILITARIA FAIR
Date: Sun 20 Mar 2016
Location: Three Counties Showground, Wye Hall, Malvern
Contact: 01743 762266, www.militaryconvention.com

GHQ MILITARIA FAIRS
Date: Sun 27 March 2016
Location: The Maltings, Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QR
Contact: 07919 455799, www.ghq.uk.com

April
THE SOUTH OF ENGLAND MILITARIA ARMS & ARMOUR
FAIRS
Date: Sun 10 April 2016
Location: Historic Dockyard, Chatham, Kent
Contact: James 07595 511981,
www.chathammilitariafairs.co.uk

CHELMSFORD MILITARIA FAIRS
Date: Sun 17 April 2016
Location: Marconi Social Club, Beehive Lane, Chelmsford,
Essex
Contact: James Aslett 07595 511981,
www.chelmsfordmilitaria.com

NORTHERN MILITARY EXPO
Date: Sun 24 April 2016
Location: Newark County Showground NG24 2NY
Contact: Mark Askew 01302 739000,
www.northernmilitaryexpo.co.uk

ALDERSHOT MILITARIA & MEDAL FAIR
Date: Sun 24 April 2016
Location: Princes Hall, Princes Way, Aldershot, Hants
GU11 1NX
Contact: Mark Carter 01753 534777

May
COBBATON CLEAROUT
Date: Sun 1 May 2016
Location: Combat Collection, Umberleigh, Devon EX37 9RZ
Contact: info@cobbatoncombat.co.uk

MARK CARTER MILITARIA & MEDAL FAIRS
Date: Sun 1 May 2016
Location: Woking Leisure Centre, Woking Park, Kingfield
Road, Woking, Surrey GU22 9BA
Contact: Mark Carter 01753 534777

THE SOUTH OF ENGLAND MILITARIA ARMS & ARMOUR
FAIRS
Date: Sun 8 May 2016
Location: Historic Dockyard, Chatham, Kent
Contact: James 07595 511981,
www.chathammilitariafairs.co.uk

GHQ MILITARIA FAIRS
Date: Sun 15 May 2016
Location: The Maltings, Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QR
Contact: 07919 455799, www.ghq.uk.com

NORFOLK MILITARIA FAIRS – THETFORD
Date: Sun 22 May 2016
Location: Thetford Leisure Centre and Waterworld, Croxton
Road, Thetford IP24 1JD
Contact: 07596 436260, www.norfolkfairs.com

June
STRATFORD UPON AVON MILITARIA & MEDAL FAIR
Date: Sun 12 June 2016
Location: Stratford Leisure and Visitor Centre, Bridgefoot,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warks CV37 6YY
Contact: Mark Carter 01753 534777

THE SOUTH OF ENGLAND MILITARIA ARMS & ARMOUR
FAIRS
Date: Sun 12 June 2016
Location: Historic Dockyard, Chatham, Kent
Contact: James 07595 511981,
www.chathammilitariafairs.co.uk

July
THE SOUTH OF ENGLAND MILITARIA ARMS & ARMOUR
FAIRS
Date: Sun 10 July 2016
Location: Historic Dockyard, Chatham, Kent
Contact: James 07595 511981,
www.chathammilitariafairs.co.uk

CLASSIC MILITARY VEHICLE March 2016

GHQ MILITARIA FAIRS
Date: Sun 17 July 2016
Location: The Maltings, Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QR
Contact: 07919 455799, www.ghq.uk.com

August
MARK CARTER MILITARIA & MEDAL FAIRS
Date: Sun 7 Aug 2016
Location: Woking Leisure Centre, Woking Park, Kingfield
Road, Woking, Surrey GU22 9BA
Contact: Mark Carter 01753 534777

GHQ MILITARIA FAIRS
Date: Sun 14 Aug 2016
Location: The Maltings, Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QR
Contact: 07919 455799, www.ghq.uk.com

THE SOUTH OF ENGLAND MILITARIA ARMS &
ARMOUR FAIRS
Date: Sun 14 Aug 2016
Location: Historic Dockyard, Chatham, Kent
Contact: James 07595 511981,
www.chathammilitariafairs.co.uk

September
MARK CARTER MILITARIA & MEDAL FAIRS
Date: Sun 4 Sept 2016
Location: Woking Leisure Centre, Woking Park, Kingfield
Road, Woking, Surrey GU22 9BA
Contact: Mark Carter 01753 534777

GHQ MILITARIA FAIRS
Date: Sun 11 Sept 2016
Location: The Maltings, Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QR
Contact: 07919 455799, www.ghq.uk.com

THE SOUTH OF ENGLAND MILITARIA ARMS & ARMOUR
FAIRS
Date: Sun 11 Sept 2016
Location: Historic Dockyard, Chatham, Kent
Contact: James 07595 511981,
www.chathammilitariafairs.co.uk

CHELMSFORD MILITARIA FAIRS
Date: Sun 25 Sept 2016
Location: Marconi Social Club, Beehive Lane, Chelmsford,
Essex
Contact: James Aslett 07595 511981,
www.chelmsfordmilitaria.com

NORFOLK MILITARIA FAIRS – THETFORD
Date: Sun 25 Sept 2016
Location: Thetford Leisure Centre and Waterworld, Croxton
Road, Thetford IP24 1JD
Contact: 07596 436260, www.norfolkfairs.com

October
GHQ MILITARIA FAIRS
Date: Sun 2 Oct 2016
Location: The Maltings, Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QR
Contact: 07919 455799, www.ghq.uk.com

HACK GREEN HANGAR SALE
Date: Sun 9 Oct 2016
Location: Hack Green Secret Nuclear Bunker, near
Nantwich, Cheshire
Contact: Lucy Siebert lucy@hackgreen.co.uk

THE SOUTH OF ENGLAND MILITARIA ARMS &
ARMOUR FAIRS
Date: Sun 9 Oct 2016
Location: Historic Dockyard, Chatham, Kent
Contact: James 07595 511981,
www.chathammilitariafairs.co.uk

STRATFORD UPON AVON MILITARIA & MEDAL FAIR
Date: Sun 30 Oct 2016
Location: Stratford Leisure and Visitor Centre, Bridgefoot,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warks CV37 6YY
Contact: Mark Carter 01753 534777

CHELMSFORD MILITARIA FAIRS
Date: Sun 30 Oct 2016
Location: Marconi Social Club, Beehive Lane, Chelmsford, Essex
Contact: James Aslett 07595 511981,
www.chelmsfordmilitaria.com

November
NORTHERN MILITARY EXPO
Date: Sun 6 Nov 2016
Location: Newark County Showground NG24 2NY
Contact: Mark Askew 01302 739000,
www.northernmilitaryexpo.co.uk

ALDERSHOT MILITARIA & MEDAL FAIR
Date: Sun 6 Nov 2016
Location: Princes Hall, Princes Way, Aldershot, Hants GU11 1NX
Contact: Mark Carter 01753 534777

THE SOUTH OF ENGLAND MILITARIA ARMS &
ARMOUR FAIRS
Date: Sun 13 Nov 2016
Location: Historic Dockyard, Chatham, Kent
Contact: James 07595 511981,
www.chathammilitariafairs.co.uk

MALVERN MILITARIA FAIR
Date: Sun 20 Nov 2016
Location: Three Counties Showground, Wye Hall, Malvern
Contact: 01743 762266, www.militaryconvention.com

MARK CARTER MILITARIA & MEDAL FAIRS
Date: Sun 27 Nov 2016
Location: Woking Leisure Centre, Woking Park, Kingfield Road,
Woking, Surrey GU22 9BA
Contact: Mark Carter 01753 534777

December
CHELMSFORD MILITARIA FAIRS
Date: Sun 4 Dec 2016
Location: Marconi Social Club, Beehive Lane, Chelmsford, Essex
Contact: James Aslett 07595 511981,
www.chelmsfordmilitaria.com

THE SOUTH OF ENGLAND MILITARIA ARMS &
ARMOUR FAIRS
Date: Sun 11 Dec 2016
Location: Historic Dockyard, Chatham, Kent
Contact: James 07595 511981,
www.chathammilitariafairs.co.uk

GHQ MILITARIA FAIRS
Date: Sun 18 Dec 2016
Location: The Maltings, Farnham, Surrey GU9 7QR
Contact: 07919 455799, www.ghq.uk.com
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THE MILITARY-VEHIC

Lovely International half-track – reached the highest price ever paid in Europe at over €105,000. Kubel project for a motivated buyer.

Above and below: Sherman M4 with GM power made €270,000 at January’s Troostwijk auction.

The much hyped and long awaited
Army Cars Collection auction
in Holland had just finished as

I write. There were some surprises

regarding prices and the item that
naturally made the highest money
failed to make anywhere near what
the rumour machine had spewed out

in the week or so before. The late M4
Sherman, arguably one of the less
popular with its GM diesels and HVSS
suspension, made €270,000 – though
there was a package option to bid for
the Sherman with spares and track
which bumped it up to €333,000. Just
one bid was submitted, despite those
claiming to be ‘in the know’ stating
that Brad Pitt had already bought it
at €350,000. Yes it did appear for a
nanosecond in a minor background
scene in Fury but that obviously didn’t
enhance its perceived value. That
said, once the 16% bidder’s fee and
VAT had been added it had become an
expensive Sherman.

HEFTY PRICED HALF-TRACK
Shock of the day was the record price
for a nice International half-track at
€105,000, making it the most expensive
half-track we have seen in Europe since
records began.

Whilst most prices were about what you
would expect to pay, until you add in the
fees and VAT, the Carryall at €55,000 was
pretty dear, as was the Dodge Command
Car at €43,000 and the ‘replica’ made
from a standard WC52 at €17,000. But
perhaps the bargain of the sale was the
final lot, the 40ft container filled with
military clothing and uniforms.

A GMC 6x6 with a Swiss Army
rear workshop body didn’t stir much
enthusiasm and struggled up to €2800.
For the purist it isn’t an investment, but for
the buyer who just wants a GMC to take to
shows and lock himself in at night it was
probably a good buy.

The sale isn’t going to have a noticeable
effect on the market but of course it has
released 75 collector’s vehicles back into
the hobby from their long term storage
in the De Groot Collection. Perhaps
more interesting were the spares which
seemed to reach slightly lower prices
than expected. There were several half-
track engines that raised between €1500
and €2200, which is very affordable as
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ICLE MARKET

Above and right: If the EU gets its way, our Deac
laws will change drastically.

Radial engine for a Stuart tank went for €3400 at
Dutch auction.

Snatch this Land Rover up at £2995.

there are no longer regular sources of
these White 160AX engines. The thirsty
but oh so lovely crated Continental 22R
petrol engines for the Ward La France
heavy wrecker were making between
€700 and €1700,
thus giving owners
an opportunity to
change back from
the commonly
retrofitted diesels.

BARGAIN CLASSIFIEDS
Meanwhile, as well as auctions, Milweb
has been busy with a surge of adverts.
Lots of vehicles are being offered by
European sellers, like a Kubelwagen
project at €20,000 in Germany. A well
equipped Land Rover Snatch at £2995
showed what can done with these often
BER (military speak for Beyond Economic
Repair) vehicles and looks ready for
display at War and Peace in one of the
many living history dioramas. Usually

at this time of year we get an influx of
unfinished projects coming onto the
market, but 2016 seems to have bucked
that trend.

Recently featured in CMV, an

ex-Cypriot National Guard 1969 Series 2a
Lightweight petrol Land Rover came up
for sale though unpriced. Nothing unusual
about that until you see that when it
finished its army service it was passed

on to the Cypriot National Guard who
converted it to take the 106mm m40a1
recoilless rifle. We have never had one
of these up for sale and it is one of those
vehicles that’s likely to prompt a lot of
interest at shows.

In the aftermath of the Paris attacks,
the EU is seeking to clamp down
on deactivated weapons, especially
automatics, machine guns and assault
rifles. The DWA (Deactivated Weapons
Association) is working tirelessly to
persuade our MEPs and MPs that this
kneejerk reaction is absolute folly and

won’t help in
the war against
terror. If you are a
weapons collector
or have artillery or
vehicle mounted
weapons you

should check out the latest news on the
fight against this draconian new EU law
which, if passed in its present form, will
impact on us all. Visit the DWA website
at: www.ukdwa.org.

“Just one bid was submitted, despite those
claiming to be ‘in the know’ stating that Brad

Pitt had already bought it at €350,000.”



* Engine capacity figure refers to vehicle as introduced; other engine capacities used during production run.
** Includes civilian production.

Note
This guide is not intended to be comprehensive – at present it covers only the most popular collectors’ vehicles. Similarly, the figures given are
not valuations and do not necessarily reflect condition – they have been derived from the asking prices for vehicles recently advertised in Classic
Military Vehicle magazine and on MILWEB. But remember that the price at which a vehicle was advertised is no guarantee that it sold at this
price... or that it sold at all.

The effect of VAT on prices has been excluded so if you are buying from a dealer you must ensure that you understand what you will pay in total.
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VEHICLE COUNTRY YEAR ENGINE: CAPACITY; APPROX ASKING PRICES:

OF ORIGIN OF ORIGIN CYLINDERS; FUEL PRODUCTION LOW HIGH AVERAGE TREND

SOFT-SKIN VEHICLES
AM General HMMWV USA 1984 6200cc; V8; diesel (on-going) £15,000 £15,000 £15,000

Austin Champ, FV1801 UK 1952 2838cc; 4; petrol 12,150 £3200 £6200 £4600

Bedford MK/MJ, FV13800 UK 1970 5420cc; 6; diesel 50,000 £2250 £3250 £2783

Bedford RL, FV13100 UK 1952 4927cc; 6; petrol 73,150 £4500 £4750 £4625 –

Dodge WC51, WC52 USA 1942 3770cc; 6; petrol 141,075 £4500 £12,145 £9263

Dodge WC54 ambulance USA 1942 3770cc; 6; petrol 26,000 £8000 £10,350 £8950

Dodge WC55-WC58 command USA 1942 3770cc; 6; petrol 37,000 £18,950 £36,000 £24,987

Dodge WC62, WC63, WC64 USA 1942 3770cc; 6; petrol 43,000 £5950 £6925 £6437

GMC CCKW USA 1941 4416cc; 6; petrol 562,750 £3000 £10,250 £8473

Jeep M151 USA 1960 2319cc; 4; petrol 175,500 £3000 £8500 £5375

Hotchkiss Jeep M201 France 1957 2199cc; 4; petrol 14,500 £825 £16,075 £11,920

Jeep M38, M38A1 USA 1952 2199cc; 4; petrol 100,000 £6500 £13,500 £10,823

Jeep MB/GPW USA 1941 2199cc; 4; petrol 627,000 £6250 £15,000 £8975

Land Rover Defender 90/110 UK 1983 2506cc; 4; diesel; – £6000 £7950 £7112

and others

Land Rover 101 forward-control UK 1971 3500cc; V8; petrol 2675 £6000 £9750 £8437 –

Land Rover Lightweight UK 1966 2286cc; 4; petrol 14,000 £4250 £6995 £5199

Land Rover Wolf (incl replicas) UK 1996 2506cc; 4; diesel – £8000 £12,500 £11,670

Land Rover Series II/IIA UK 1958 2286cc; 4; petrol; 858,051** £3500 £5499 £4373

and others

Land Rover Series III UK 1971 2286cc; 4; petrol; 510,276** £3000 £4995 £3302

and others

M35 (etc) 2½-ton 6x6, G742 USA 1951 5425cc; 6; diesel 15,000 £7950 £9000 £8191

WHEELED ARMOURED VEHICLES

Daimler Ferret, FV700 UK 1952 4255cc; 6; petrol 4500 £10,000 £15,000 £11,487

TRACKED ARMOURED VEHICLES

Alvis CVR(T) series, FV100 UK 1971 4200cc; 6; petrol* 3500 £8000 £17,500 £13,750

GKN FV432 (Mk 2), FV434 UK 1962 6570cc; 6; diesel 3000 £12,750 £13,500 £13,085

Vickers Abbott (Mk 2), FV433 UK 1966 6570cc; 6; diesel 500 £10,000 £26,000 £18,000

MOTORCYCLES
Harley-Davidson WLA, WLC USA 1939 740cc; V2; petrol 78,000 £11,500 £16,500 £13,687

TRAILERS
¼-ton (for WW2 Jeep) – – – – £150 £1650 £1083

¾-ton British (for Land Rover) – – – – £345 £500 £415

THE MILITARY-VEHICLE PRICE GUIDE
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CHRIS MORTER
BEDFORD SPARES

MW, OY, QL, K M O, A D & J type,
S type, RL, early TK.

28hp & 214 reconditioned engines.
Brake, clutch, engine, electrical & service parts.
Transfer/gearboxes, exhausts, water pumps,
petrol pumps, carburetters, gaskets, etc.

Windscreen & Cab Rubbers.
J type Cab Panels.

Many other original parts available
VINTAGE MILITARY VEHICLE SPARES

01953 602581
morter766@btinternet.com

www.vintagebedfordspares.com

SERVICES VEHICLE PARTS

VEHICLE PARTS

Steering Wheel Restorationing Wheheheeeheheeheeeheheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeleeeleeleleeeleleeleleeeleeeleelleeeeeeeeeeeee Restor

Steering wheel restttoration, vintage to
modern cars, tractors, lorries, buses, boats.

Bluemels, Celluloid, Bakelite, Wood & Plastic.
tel: +44 (0)1843 844962

www.SteeringWheelRestoration.co.uk

GREEN MACHINE SURPLUS

Tel:01782 729112
Email: Enquiries@greenmachinesurplus.com

Visit our online shops:
www.greenmachinesurplus.com
www.vintagemvmanuals.co.uk

Specialising in military and commercial
vehicle spares and manuals

Find
us on

MAINTENANCE
ENGINE & GEARBOX REBUILDS

RESTORATION WORK
MOT WORK

GRIT BLASTING
PAINTING

TRANSPORT
VEHICLES FOR FILMWORK

DRIVING SERVICES

Tel: Barry 07747 466 296 or
Email:

Whitedellengineering@icloud.com
Fareham, Hampshire

http://www.facebook.com/militaryvehiclerepairs

Whitedell
engineering ltd

01780 755131
Email: sarah.garrod@keypublishing.com

To advertise in this section
please call

SSARAH GARROD

APRIL 2016 ISSUE
COPY DEADLINE: 23RD FEBRUARY ON-SALE: 17THMARCH
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BOOKS / MANUALS

WAR ILLUSTRATED - £125 Complete 
set War Illustrated from 16 September 
1939 to December 1949. 34 copies 
January 1946 to April 1947 – 2 missing.  
Tel: 01544 230315. Hereford.

A LARGE COLLECTION OF THE 
WAR ILLUSTRATED . Over 200 copies 
from July 1940 to April 1947. All good 
reasonable condition. Please phone for 
more details. £50.  Tel: 07974 789526. 
Herefordshire.

TOOLS/MISC.

TRUCKS

STEERING WHEEL,  4 spoke, 19 3/4” 

diameter, 2 5/16” dish, 1 1/8” straight 

column hole, 1/4” key slot. 1/4” clamp 

bolt. £75 posted. Tel: 01939 250 670. 

Shropshire AS109198

EAGER BEAVER FORKLIFT
Approx 1970, all spares available or 
willing to sell all for £600.
Tel: 01594 563182
Email: pipcon@bream1.wanadoo.co.uk
Glos AS109504

MILITARY / MISC

PANTAGRAPH
£375

Located Rochester Kent 
07734757477

JEEPS / LAND ROVERS

HOTCHKISS WILLYS 1960
£15,000

Very good condition, 24v, MOT 9th April 
2016. New brake cylinders/shoes all 

round. Full winter and summer canvas, 
wire cutter, rear bustle rack plus extras. 

Phone for further details. 
Tel: 07455 695009

rg68@hotmail.co.uk  Dorset

To advertise email: cmvads@keypublishing.com
MILITARY / MISC

SPARES

MILITARY / MISC

COLLECTION OF MILITARY 
MODEL CARS

Selling my collection of military model 
cars. Ideal Christmas present Chevrolet 

C8A Bedford  Price £35 + Post
Citroen T23 Price £26 + Post

01280 701266
gradusm@aol.com Northamptonshire

AMMO BOX, OFFERS

Ammo box. Only markings can � nd are 

A12 ELX1 1939. Bit bent and rusty.

07917 667797

Sta� s

COLLECTION OF MILITARY 
MODEL CARS

Selling my collection of military model cars. 
Ideal Christmas present GMC CCKW-353 

Truck, GMC CCKW-353 Tanker
Price £22 + Post

Half track multiple gun £22 + Post
01280 701266

gradusm@aol.com Northamptonshire

WILLYS JEEP RADIO SET

WW2, removed from willys jeep, c/w 

transformer and mic etc, £300 ono

Tel 01548 521278 Devon

BSA CHARGING SET, 1960, £150. BSA portable charging unit as � tted to Saracen  
and heavy vehicles with radio batteries 300 Watt 30 volts. Tel: 01706 218455
Lancs AS110368
ANY MADE OR UNMADE PLASTIC MODEL KITS WANTED. Also Military 
diecast, books, toys. Write: 27a The Grove, Biggin Hill, Kent TN16 3TA. Contact 
Number:  07973 885754. Email: davidsutton16@aol.com. AS109606

MILITARY / MISC

To advertise in the  FREE ADS just � ll in 
the form on page 78.

 GERMAN SIGNAL AND TORCH

as seen in above picture. All complete 

but without battery, working 

condition. I think this is the same 

model as WW2 (dated 1965).

£65 plus postage & packing.

Tel: 01255 812148 Essex AS
10
93
26

F. V. Pattern Headlights, Post 
War, £110 pair

Fit most armoured or soft skinned 

vehicles. 1950’s onwards. Bought for 

ferret but not needed. Will post at 

cost. Phone anytime.

Tel: 07711 956049

S. Yorks AS
11
03
69

LANDROVER LIGHTWEIGHT 
SERIES 3, 1981, £3,800

Good condition, petrol 24V FFR 
lightweight in Desert Camo.Includes 

power tools ariels, Jerry cans and 
racks. MOT September 2016 ready 
to show. Matching 3/4 Sankey and 

spares also avilable. Tel: 07738 
986443 Email: bhart@idgi.co.uk. 

Essex AS
11
03
71

TOWER OFFICERS FUSIL 1860
£795

Lovely condition,
Australian markings-original.

Call 07711 956049
S.Yorks

MESS TINS

US & British all dated WW2, very good 

condition £30 plus postage & packing, 

Tel: 01255 812148

Essex

AS
10
93
18

AS
10
97
36

GMC, 2 1/2 TON TRUCK

6 x 6, with winch, canvas doors, 
new canvas back, dry storage. Good 
order but needs battery. For sale NE 
Scotland due retirement downsize. 

£3,500 for quick sale.  Phone 
00441309611327 or

email judith.bulger@gmail.com AS
11
04
87
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FOR SALE

COLD WAR RELIC 
£750 PLUS VAT

1950’s complete mobile chlorination 
pump and puri� cation plant by
Bell Bros, unused, never put into 

service, stored as part of strategic 
reserve until recently, twin cylinder 

Petter engine, pump, all tools, 
accessories, possibly unique survivor, 
good trailer, military type tow hitch.

Tel. 07970 449114

EXCELSIOR WELBIKE
1942, £10,000, MK 1

All original, matching engine to 

frame numbers.

Present owner for 25 years.

Tel: 01252 321103

Surrey

ONAN GENERATORS £850

Sankey trailer with two Onan 3 1/2 
KVA petrol generators. Low hours 

c/w brakes and lights.
Good working order.

Phone 07774 420 364
richard@littlefaggoters.wanadoo.co.uk

Essex

VEHICLES AND PARTS

WW2 STIRRUP PUMP £50 
COMPLETE

Universal Carrier Wheel £120. All plus 

carriage.

Contact Tel No: 01892 655238

Email: l.rhodes47@aol.com

 East Sussex

SPRINGER FOR SALE

Hinged 1 tonne carrying capacity 
platform, meaty front mounted 

winch, loading ramps, compressor, 
hi lift jack, spare wheel, phenomenal 

rough terrain capability with 
extreme suspension.

£7800+VAT.
Tel: 07973 152952

BEDFORD R 1960 £3500

Bedford communications lorry with 
box body used as camper. Petrol 

engine 4wd MOT and tax exempt. 
Good condition for age. Used on the 

road. Dry stored.
Phone 07774 420 364

richard@littlefaggoters.wandoo.co.uk
Essex 

WILLYS/FORD 
JEEP

5x restored combat wheels 
with new tyres 

£475. 
Phone 01474 708586 
Mob: 07719 779597 

Dartford, Kent.

LANDROVER 101 AMBULANCE, 
1981, £5600

Brakes redone, new servo, comes with 

new master cylinder which needs 

� tting. Bar grip tyres. Very good runner. 

Phone: 07779 363406

Based Kent/Sussex border

MILITARY / MISC
2 WHEEL TRAILER WHEEL

FOR SALE

EX G.P.O. LINESMAN’S TRAILER 
FOR SALE

Spare wheel, 2 ramps, payload 

1300 kg, ideal for Jeep Transport, 

registration documents.

Email: herve.denis.42 @gmail.com 

Ciney, Belgium

Painted in R.A.F. markings

( 10 Group Fighter Command ).

Price £440.

E-mail

cliverunnalls@virginmedia.com

HUMBER AMBULANCE, 1939, 
OFFERS INVITED

Humber light � eld Ambulance
4 x 4, 1939, only one left out of 1,044 
made. No. 55 made, we have owned 

it for over 30 years, not moved for
3 years, o� ers invited.
Tel: 01733 810 103 

Mob: 07718 247454

To advertise in the 
FREE ADS 

just � ll in the form 
and send to: 

CMV Free Ads, 
Key Publishing, 

PO Box 100, 
Stamford, Lincs 

PE9 1XQ
Call: 01780 755131
Fax: 01780 757261

Email: 
cmvads@keypublishing.com

Visit our website: 
www.keypublishing.com

To advertise in the 

SOFT SKIN VEHICLES

TRAILERS/TOWING

SOFT SKIN VEHICLES

BEDFORD MW DROPDOWN SIDES.  

Cupola in cab, very rare and original. 

Been to Normandy twice, good 

mechanics, oil pressure, good brakes 

overhauled, ready to use. 

Tel: 01865 874 534. Oxford  AS109203

CLANSMAN RT-353 MAIN VEHICLE 
SET, G.W.O £95, RT-349 Manpack set 
with all accessories and satchel G.W.O £85. 
Vehicle harness ex 432 A.P.C with working 
intercom £175 all in great condition.
Tel: 07711 956049, S Yorks. AS109409

www.reuseablematerials.net
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SPARES - FORD WOT

 Spare wheel carrier, believed to be 

from a Ford WOT 6, good condition. 

£125

Tel: 07917 667797, Sta� s AS
10
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WANTED
BOOKS / MANUALS

VARIOUS BOOKS ON THE 
MILITARY. Only sold as a job lot £100 
ono. Please send a medium sized SAE 
for a full list of them.
Models 
Two lots of DeAgostini tanks & military 
vehicle models with tank stands
£100-£200 ono
Boxed models of tanks and other 
military items for those interested in 
building them up, also a couple of 
boxes of bits £175 ono
Boxed model aeroplane, Air� x FW190 
£60. Phone 0121 531 9113

BOOKS / MANUALS

WANTED: MANUAL FOR LEYLAND 
0600/191 MK2 as � tted to my Leyland 
hippo MK3 aircraft re fueller 1953/5. 
Also manual for Thompson pump 
equipment � tted to same. 
07730 220 485 Su� olk

FORD GP JEEP
1942

Help any info PLEASE. YYD 861
I saved this jeep from scrap yard 

in 1961, rebuilt and ran for 2 years 
any whereabouts, or present owner 

please contact Roy.  
Phone: 01932 769676  Surrey.
Email: hopkinsj4@sky.com

VEHICLES AND PARTS

FRONT AXLE FOR 1940’S/EARLY 
50’S AUSTIN K2 2TON TRUCK. 
Complete with stub axles and back 

plates. W.H.Y Tim 07791 484621.

PANHARD VBL SCOUT CAR. Wanted, 
Panhard vehicle Blinde Legere (VBL) 
“ULTRAV” short wheel base model. Must 
be in good condition.
Phone: 0786 7780484 Hants.

#
CLASSIFIED COUPON

HEADING (Please tick one below)

 For Sale         Wanted

SUB HEADING (Please tick one below)

 Artillery (no hand guns)

 Books & Manuals
 Jeeps & Land Rovers
 Militaria & Misc
 Model Kits
 Motorcycles & Cycles
 Services

 Soft Skin vehicles
 Spares
 Tracked Vehicles
 Trailers & Towing
 Vehicles & Parts
  Other (Please state)
       ________________

YOUR DETAILS
Name: ______________________________________

Address: ____________________________________
____________________________________________ 

Town: __________________ County: _____________

Postcode: ____________ Country: _______________

Tel:* ________________________________________
(*Please include international dialling code if outside UK)

Email: ______________________________________

ADVERTISEMENT DETAILS 
(PLEASE WRITE IN CAPITAL LETTERS)
Make & Model: ________________________________
Year: ________________   Price: __________________ 

Main text (30 words max.): _______________________
_____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
County: _______________Country: _______________

Ad contact number: __________________________
Email: ______________________________________

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE
*This is a free of charge service for private sellers only. All trade advertisements will be charged.
Key Publishing has the right to refuse any advertisement. We cannot guarantee which issue of

Classic Military Vehicle magazine your advertisement will appear in. Each advertisement will have a
maximum of 30 words and we reserve the right to sub-edit or not publish any advertisements that
exceed this limit. Any pictures submitted will not be returned and will become the copyright of Key

Publishing Limited. Emailed digital photos must be in Jpeg format. Key Publishing does not accept any
liability for any errors in any advertisement published. Advertisements may appear online or within any
digital format at any time. By submitting your advertisement you agree to these terms and conditions.

THE FREE MARKETPLACE FOR ALL THINGS MILITARY!* (NO TRADERS)   •   TRADE ADVERTISERS PLEASE CALL +44 (0)1780 755131

Reach a dedicated audience of ‘Classic Military Vehicle’ enthusiasts by placing your advertisement here - FOR FREE! 
You can include a colour photograph and we’ll run your advertisement for up to ‘TWO ISSUES’.

Just � ll in the coupon below and return to: CMV Free Ads, Key Publishing, PO Box 100, Stamford, Lincs PE9 1XQ
Or Tel: +44 (0)1780 755131 • Fax: +44 (0)1780 757261 (we advise not to send photographs via fax)

Email: cmvads@keypublishing.com • Website: www.keypublishing.com

Tim 07791 484621.

Reach a dedicated audience of ‘Classic Military Vehicle’ enthusiasts by placing your advertisement here - 
You can include a colour photograph and we’ll run your advertisement for up to ‘TWO ISSUES’.

THORNYCROFT
NUBIAN 1964

Thornycroft aux. gearbox

Type 271, 268 or 265. For TFA/B81 or 

TFB/B80 Nubian  

Phone 07849761177

email anthony.mills73@ntlworld.com VEHICLES AND PARTS

 Phone 0121 531 9113

www.keypublishing.com

PARTS WANTED,  Series I ‘48/’49 
tailgate and 1600 distributor, needed 
for a project.  Reasonable condition 
preferred.  Tel 07708 890462

To advertise in the 
FREE ADS just � ll 
in the form below. 

To advertise in the 
 just � ll 

in the form below. 

07730 220 485 Su� olk

www.keypublishing.com

To advertise email:

cmvads@keypublishing.com
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Free P&P* when you order online at
www.keypublishing.com/shop

Call UK: 01780 480404 
Overseas: +44 1780 480404

Monday to Friday 9am-5:30pm

S U B S C R I B E R S  C A L L  F O R  Y O U R  £ 1. 0 0  D I S C O U N T !

JUST £5.99 FREE P&P* 
*Free 2nd class P&P on all UK & BFPO orders. Overseas charges apply. 

OR

From the team behind 
Classic Land Rover magazine, 
Defender is a new 100-page 
special magazine detailing the 
complete history of a British 
icon that has become the 
defi nitive cross-country 4x4.

It chronicles the numerous mechanical 
upgrades, series of special edition 
models and working vehicles as well 
as especially modifi ed expedition and 
enthusiasts’ machines.

Features include:

Make Mine a Ninety
These early coilers have a special place 
in the history of Land Rovers and need to 
be preserved.

Islands Dream
Paul Bracey’s Ninety was used in the 
1986 Camel Trophy. It has seen more life 
than most Land Rovers but is still going 
strong.

Lights, Camera, Action 
The Tomb Raider Defender was a short-
lived experiment but great PR for Land 
Rover.

Happy Anniversary
Changing times at Land Rover led to 
the production of the 40th anniversary 
Ninety, the fi rst in a sequence of 
anniversary models.

Means of Survival
It takes a special type of Defender to cope 
with the inhospitable Icelandic winter.

AND MUCH MORE!

1174/15

the complete history of a 
land rover icon

Order Direct

From the team behind 
Classic Land Rover magazine, 
Defender is a new 100-page 
special magazine detailing the 
complete history of a British 
icon that has become the 
defi nitive cross-country 4x4.

It chronicles the numerous mechanical 
upgrades, series of special edition 
models and working vehicles as well 
as especially modifi ed expedition and 
enthusiasts’ machines.

Features include:

Make Mine a Ninety
These early coilers have a special place 
in the history of Land Rovers and need to 
be preserved.

Islands Dream
Paul Bracey’s Ninety was used in the 
1986 Camel Trophy. It has seen more life 
than most Land Rovers but is still going 
strong.

Lights, Camera, Action 
The Tomb Raider Defender was a short-
lived experiment but great PR for Land 
Rover.

the production of the 40th anniversary 
Ninety, the fi rst in a sequence of 
anniversary models.

JUST 

£5.99*







Big is beautiful. At least that was Sir Albert Stern’s opinion when he was asked
by the War Office to design a heavy tank using Great War principles. To be fair,
he wasn’t the only one who considered that the bigger the tank, the better it

would be able to cope in battle – especially if the conflict featured lines of relatively
static formations as in 1914-18.

A group of like-minded engineers
was formed called The Special Vehicle
Development Committee of the Ministry
of Supply, nicknamed the TOG committee.
TOG stood for The Old Gang which reflected
the fact that its members were all involved
in Great War tank design projects.

Fosters of Lincoln who built ‘Little Willie’
and the first tanks in 1916 built a prototype
which was trialled in 1940. It was scrapped
when both the original electric and the

replacement hydraulic drive failed. It was
deemed too small anyway and Fosters
started work on its replacement – the
leviathan TOG II.

This tank was significant, not just
for its size and weight, but also due to
the fact that there was no gearbox; a
huge Paxman-Ricardo V12 diesel drove
two generators which powered the two
electric motors which provided drive to
the tracks, the unique arrangement of

which provided more room for the crew.
TOG II was finished in 1941 and was

so heavy it had to be weighed half at a
time. Another carry over from the Great
War was the idea of fitting machine guns
in sponsons each side, but this was
abandoned. Four different gun turrets were
fitted, the final version being one designed
by Stoddart and Pitt which mounted a
17-pounder gun. In the end, though, the
TOG proved too unwieldy and the penny
finally dropped that tanks needed to be
smaller and more agile to fight modern
battles and The Old Gang was finally given
its marching orders in 1944.
(Tank Museum 5698-B1)

Echoes of war…
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U.S. DODGE The Development and Deployment of
Dodge Military Trucks 1940-1970.U.S. Dodge will
be presented in a two-book set packaged in an at-
tractive, matching slipcase. Book 1 of the set is 496
pages and contains over 850 images. Book 2 of the
set is 522 pages and contains nearly 900 images.
Although the majority of the photographs in both
books are black and white, many excellent and rare
full color period shots can also be found within its
over one thousand pages of content. £99.99

Canadian Vehicles in Korea, Don Dingwall. 210
pages, over 300 illustrations, 8 1/2 x 11 inches,
hard cover. For the first time a book dedicated
to the soft-skin ad armoured vehicles used
by the Canadian Army in this seldom studied
conflict. Supported by a comprehensive text that
provides an overview of the acquisition, use and
disposal of Canadian, US and British vehicles
used in training at Fort Lewis and in combat
(and combat support) in Korea. £55.99

Army wheels in Detail Morris
Commercial C8 Quad.The new edition
- This publication contains detailed
historical photos, scale drawings,
detailed drawings from the instruction
manual and colour profiles. English and
Czech language. 44 pages.
£13.99

Tankograd 9024.AT105 Saxon Wheeled Armoured
Personnel Carrier of the British Army 1977 to
Today The AT 105 Saxon is a wheeled armoured
personnel carrier (APC) operated by infantry
battalions and elements of supporting arms of the
British Army from the mid-1980s right into the
new millennium.This publication describes the
complicated development history, the technology
and all variants of the Saxon in great detail.
Illustrated with 126 colour photographs,
10 black&white photographs. £13.99

Militar Fahrzeug 1/2016.Fahrschulpanzer
PUMA Verlasteter Panzertransport - Teil
2 Wings&Wheels 2015 / Revingehed
2015 Schmidtenhˆhe 2015 Belgischer
Leopard 1A5(BE) WH San-Beute-Fuhrpark
British QUARTER FINAL 85 HS 3 - 1970
bis 1980 Letzter Einsatz ˆsterreichischer
M60A3÷ Leopard 2 von L93 in Grafenwˆhr
Waffenschau in Taiwan Anti-Terror UNIMOG.
£9.99

FAT in Detail.WWII Allied Field Artillery
Tractors in Detail written by James
Baxter and Frantisek Koran.Photo
Manual for modellers.Vehicles covered.
CMP Chevrolet Cab 12,CMP Ford Cab
13,Morris C8 Mk 1/2/3,25 pounder
howitzer.Paperback,143 pages,
full colour.
£25.99

Six-Ton Trucks From Prime Mover to Truck
Tractor.From Prime Mover to Truck-Tractor
One hundred twenty eight pages, soft cover,
over 260 black & white and color images.
Coverage of the Prime Mover, K-56 Radar
Van, Bridge Erector, Crane Carrier, Tanker,
Fire Truck and the Truck Tractor in period
photos. Also includes walk around photos
of the Prime Mover, Bridge Erector and
Crane Carrier. £23.99

Tiger Ausf. B Kˆnigstiger - TECHNICAL and OPERATIONAL HISTORY
The enquiries from readers have at last resulted in the preparation of
a new edition of Waldemar Trojcaës Kˆnigstiger book. The new book
contains 720 pages, approximately 850 photographs, approximately
200 2D and 3D color drawings, 40 maps and 30 color organigrams.
The technical section has been enriched with new photographic
material from the production process and with technical drawings.
The section on camouflage has been produced in color. The
color drawings show all possible variants from the combat units.
Additionally, all dangerous opponents of the Kˆnigstiger (Eastern
and Western fronts) have been presented. £95.00

Land Rover Military One-Tonne.A fully
illustrated history of the Land Rover 101
One-Tonne - the forward-control military
vehicle developed as a gun tractor for
the British Army, in production from
1975-1978. Including specification
guides, production histories and
original photography.Paperback,160
pages,colour and Black/White
photographs. £16.99

Firefly Collection No.10 Panther.
Panther and Jagdpanther Units in
the East Bagration to Berlin Volume
1.Written and Illustrated by Dennis
Oliver and Stephen Andrew.Superbly
detailed colour profiles,black and white
archive photographs,comprehensive
organisational and eqwuipment
charts,unit history and maps.
£14.99

Rare Wheels: Volume 1: A Pictorial Journey of
Lesser-Known Soft-Skins 1934-45.The book
will take the reader on a journey starting with
pre-war preparations and then across the early
campaigns in France and Poland, through
Ukraine, Russia and North Africa.A variety of
cars, trucks, buses and other soft-skins are
presented.Manufacturers such as Krupp, B¸ss-
ing-Nag, Horch, Adler, Mercedes, BMW, Steyr,
Opel, Henschel, ZiS, GAZ, Praga, Ford, Citroen
and Matford are all represented. £21.99

M103 Heavy Tank.One hundred twenty
pages, soft cover, over 260 black &
white and color images. Scale drawings.
Coverage of the T43, T43E1, M103,
T43E2, M103A1, M103A2 and M51
Tank Retriever in period and walk
around photos.
£23.99

Tanker Techniques Magazine.We now introduce
to you our latest publication, ëTankerí, and we are
sure that it will herald a new global benchmark for
scale modelling magazines. This new approach
and concept for our new quarterly magazine,
focuses on amazingly realistic paint schemes
and finishes, showing you how to accomplish
them. We have the very best of modellers from
around the world, showing you how to master not
only the very latest techniques, but also the old
standards too. £8.99

British Military Trucks of the Cold War.
Manufacturers, Types, Variants and
Service of Trucks in the British Armed
Forces 1945-79.This book aims at
illustrating this amazing story for the
very first time in one comprehensive
publication.
184 pages ñ Illustrated throughout
with 333 black & white photographs
and 55 colour photographs ñ English
Text. £34.99

Tankograd 5058.Kampfpanzer Leopard
2A7.The World's Best Tank - Development
History and Technology By experts
considered as the best main battle tank
in the world, the Leopard 2 now reaches
its most recent stage of modernisation:
the 2A7. This publication covers the
introduction and the many technical
improvements of the new 2A7-variant of the
Leopard family in great detail.56 pages,
125 colour photograph's. £13.99

Tankograd 6036 U.S WWII & Korea.M36,
M36B1 & M36B2 Tank Destroyers After
the M10 and M10A1 Tank Destroyers (TM
6028) this is the companion volume on the
Tank Destroyers of the M36 vehicle family in
service with the US Army in WW2 and Korea.
As in every volume of this series the vehicles
are shown in original wartime photos
and detailed excerpts from the technical
manuals.58 black&white photos,4 colour
photos and 106 illustrations. £10.99

Tankograd In Detail : Fast Track
17 Leopard 2A4M Canadian Main
Battle Tank - In action photographs
and a detailed walkaround, English
text. - Limited print-run 999 copies.
Paperback,40 pages,75 colour
photographs.
£10.99

Fast Track in Detail 16.San-Boxer GTK
Boxer Wheeled Armoured Ambulance
- In action photographs and a detailed
walkaround, English text. - Limited
print-run 999 copies.Paperback,
48 pages,68 colour photographs.
£10.99

Panzer Wrecks 19 Yugoslavia.How
did partisans improve the firepower of
the Somua S35? And where did it end
up? Why did a German Panzer unit
pose as Allied tankers?The answers
to these and other questions are to be
found here in Panzerwrecks 19, with
151 rare and unpublished large format
photographs sourced from around the
world. £16.99

Tankograd 9023. Conqueror. This
publication describes the development
history, the technology, variants and
the only eight year long in-service life
of the Conqueror heavy gun tank. Also
covered is the Conqueror armoured
recovery vehicle.Illustrated with 12
colour photographs, 94 black&white
photographs and 17 graphics, 64 pages
£13.99

Red 78 Saladin Mk.2 in Detail.Saladin
Mk.2 in detail by Frantisek Koran, Kevin
Brovne, Jan Mostrk.188 colour photos
60 pages, soft cover. Saladin in the
Belgian royal army and military history
museum and in British private collec-
tions Photo manual for modellers.
£17.99

German Paratroopers Uniforms and Equipment

1936-1945 Volume 1.The books will be indis-

pensable to collectors, uniform enthusiasts

and military historians alike.Hardback,365

pages,Approx. 1000 color photos,280

b&w photos.
£69.99

British Military Land Rovers. This hugely compre-
hensive book looks at the story of the leaf-sprung
Land Rovers used by all three of Britain's armed
services ñ the Army, the Royal Navy and the Royal
Air Force. It lists and describes the different types,
setting them in their context both as products
of the Rover (and later, Land Rover) companies
and as military equipment designed to meet a
particular need at a particular time. Hardback,208
pages,over 350 illustrations. £35.00

Nuts & Bolts Vol.35: B¸ssing's
schwere Pz.Sp‰hwagen Part 1: schw.
Pz.Sp‰hwagen (SdKfz.231) & schw.
Pz.Sp‰hwagen (Fu) (SdKfz.232)
(8-Rad) 192 pages,approx. 300 photos,
110 colour photos of the surviving
vehicles in public and private collections,
45 colour, 24 pages of scale drawings
£25.15




