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12 KEEPING IT IN CZECH!

Mark Bannerman adds after-market
detail products and a colourful
scheme to CMK'’s 1:35 scale

LT Vz 35 kit.

26 SKODA LT Vz 35
WALKAROUND

Dick Taylor provides photo
reference for modellers of this
colourfully restored Czech tank.

34 1ATB IN FRANCE 1939-40
Peter Brown relates the structure,
equipment, colours and markings
of the tanks of British 1st Army
Tank Brigade.

48 BATTLE OF FRANCE
MATILDA 1l

Peter Heath modifies Tamiya’s 1:35
scale Matilda Il to one of the earlier
variants serving with 1st Army
Tank Brigade as part of the BEF in
France during 1940.

elcome to another of our ‘Special’
100-page editions of Military
Modelling. This is where we

can ring the changes slightly to our monthly
editions and include some longer in-depth
articles about building military vehicles. This
bigger and perfect bound issue of MM is the

Seventeenth in our ongoing Collectors’ Edition

series and is always identified by a distinctive
metallic cover strap.

| hope that this, my fourth Military
Vehicle Special, with its selection of
vehicle subjects from six different nations
—including some more obscure ones —
contains something to suit all AFV tastes.
You will certainly find the modelling advice,
techniques and historical references
offered within, all from respected MM
contributors, inspirational and very useful.
Along with my designer Richard Dyer,
we've certainly enjoyed putting it together
for you!

Kelvin Barber

www.militarymodelling.com
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60 RENAULT FT-17 -

THE INSIDE STORY

John Prigent builds a 1:35 scale
WW?1 tank kit from Meng that’s
packed full of detail inside and out!

70 HEAVY METAL PREACHER
Nick Shuttleworth brings
Dragon’s 1:35 scale M7 Priest
‘Early Production’ to life with a
well-weathered finish and lots
of stowage.

76 SOVIET T-24 MEDIUM TANK -
FIRST OF THE BREED

Cookie Sewell looks at HobbyBoss’
recent 1:35 scale kit for this
seminal Soviet medium tank.

86 GERMANY'S

‘GREAT PANJANDRUM'!

Peter Gillson builds Meng’s 1:35
scale model for the strange-looking
one-off VsKfz 617 Minenrdumer
mine-clearing vehicle.
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‘Makes a great gift
or a treat for yourself!”

The RAF Regiment is an intergral part of today’s RAF
whose primary role is to protect the vital aircraft and
airbases on operations around the world. The RAF
Regiment was formed in 1942 and after over 70 years
of constant operational service it continues to enable
Air Power by defeating adversaries in close combat
and aggressively defending the RAF’s critical assets.

Contents:

@ 8 x Acrylic Paints

® 2 x Brushes

@® 1 x Poly Cement

@ Supacat Jackal

@® RAF Regiment Gunners

SAVE

25%" ON THE
SHOP PRICE &
74% ON DIGITAL

Please note: For more details please visit the
airfix.com website and search the product
code A50124 where important information
regarding assembly of this item

is provided.

TERMS & CONDITIONS: Offer ends 18th April 2014. *Gift for UK subscribers only, while stocks last.
*“*When you subscribe by Direct Debit. Please see www.militarymodelling.com/terms for full terms & conditions
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Scouts Out.

A History of the German Armored
Reconnasissance Units of WWII.
A comprehensive history of German
armoured reconnaissance in World
War Il, containing hundreds of rare
and never-seen-before photos.
513 pages, 500 Black/White and
Colour Photographs. £26.00

Modelling Trees Part One
Broadleaf Trees.
92 pages, full colour. £19.95

Modelling Trees Part Two-Conifers.

Modelling Grassland and
92 pages, full colour. £21.95

Landscape Detailing.
Featuring Weeds and Wild Flowers,
Hedges, Roads and Pavements,Mud,
Puddles and Rivers by Gordon Gravett.
Great follow up, to the two ‘Modelling
Trees’. Full Colour, 108 pages. £24.95
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Images of War Special.M4 Sherman.
The M4 Medium Tank - the Sherman -
was one of the most famous tanks of
the Second World War.
136 pages. Fully lllustrated Black/
White photos, colour profiles. £16.99

Mirage Ill 0 2nd Edition.

The best and most complete guide
to this topic ever produced.
Excellent information about this type
for an unbeatable price.

312 pages full colour. £45.00

Art of Modelling 02.
Topics covered include: Dragon M1A1
Abrams AIM, Belkits 1:24 Ford Fiesta
RS WRC ‘ADAC Rally 2011 Germany.’
After the Battle’ - Sturmgeschiitz Il
Ausf. E,Zoukei-Mura SWS06 HE 219
A-0 ‘UHU’, Tommy’s War Ploegsteert
Wood 1915, VAB 4 x 4 Troop Carrier,
66 pages, full colour. £7.95

Images of War. The Central Powers
on the Russian Front 1914-1918.
Arranged in five sections, one for each
year of the War, this superbly illustrated
book covers the fluid fighting that took
place on the Russian Front from
August 1914. 230 pages. £16.99
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Tiran in Lebanese Wars.

In its 96 pages, this book will show
the modeller over 300 unpublished
and high quality photos of the Tiran. It
includes photos of this tank in combat,
destroyed, variants, on maneuvers,

a walk-around of all the details, and
more. The modeler will also enjoy
the innumerable effects, damage,
deterioration, grease, chipping, etc, this
vehicle presented during its operational
life and use them as inspiration for their
models not only of Tiran but any other

The Battleship Builders. Constructing
and Arming British Capital Ships.
The launch in 1906 of HMS
Dreadnought, the world’s first all-big-
gun battleship, rendered all existing
battle fleets obsolete, but at the same
time it wiped out the Royal Navy’s
numerical advantage, so expensively
maintained for decades. 320 pages,
Black/White photographs. £30.00

Concord 7074.

Panzer Divisions in Battle 1939-45.
The main focus of the book is the
extensive selection of black and white
photographs.The photos showing
vehicles in a range of theatres will
prove inspirational to modellers
contemplating their next project. The
centrepiece of the book is a collection
of 16 colour plates by Laurent Lecocq.

Panzerkampfwagen T 34 - 747(r)
The Soviet T-34 Tank as Beutepanzer
and Panzerattrappe in German
Wehrmacht Service 1941-45.
This book is illustrated with 552 black
and white photographs, the bulk of

1936-1945

which have hitherto gone unpublished, tank. £21.99
328 pages. £43.99
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The Weathering Magazine 6.
Kursk and Vegetation.

The Weathering Magazine” arrives as
a specialized publication designed
for modelers of all skill levels and

subjects. Each issue delivers to
you, the most advanced weathering
techniques and the related products
used to achieve incredible results.
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The Grumman Amphibians.

Goose, Widgeon & Mallard. This book
documents the development of all
three types and gives detailed coverage
of world-wide military and civilian
operators, with full details of all the many
modifications and conversions carried
out on all three types.625 monochrome

photos, 75 in colour. £49.95

Soviet War Colours 1936-1945.
The definitive guide to get into the
Soviet Army. More than 180 profiles
ready for modelling. Full Colour,
paperback, 103 pages. Published by
A.K.Interactive. £23.99

Tankograd 9021. Challenger 2
Main Weapon System in Armoured
Regiments of the British Army. First

fielded in 1998, the Challenger 2 main
battle tank is today the main weapon
system in armoured regiments of the

British Army. lllustrated with 139 colour

photographs, 64 pages. £13.99

Camouflage Profile Guide
Waffen SS Colors.

Through 80 pages and more than
180 profiles, this book examines the
history of colors and camouflage used
by the Waffen SS on their vehicles.
From a BMW sidecar 75 prior to the
invasion of Poland to the King Tiger
501 5.SS.Pz.Abt used by LAH Peiper
in the Ardennes, this book covers a
wide variety of vehicles, colors, and
camouflage used by this dark branch
of the Wehrmacht. £20.99
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Realistic Wood Effects.

First book of this new collection
(Learning series) in a small format. This
collection is oriented to help modelers
through different modeling tasks. This
volume is dedicated to paint different
types of wood, planes, ships, tools,
accessories etc. 83 pages, full colour.
Published by A.K Interactive. £10.99

39006. M19-20 Tank Tr
Detail in Action.
Collectively known as the M19 Heavy
Tank Transporter, this truck and trailer
combination was conceived at the
behest of British in 1941, and was

porter

later used by the United States Army as
well. Paperback, 80 pages, black/white

and colour photo’s. £16.99

A!RBRUSH

Airbrush Essential Training DVD.
This is an initiation DVD to give
the first steps with a double action
airbrush,how to clean, basic
maintenance, basic use to help the
novel modeler to keep away his fears

of using this tool. Running time 57 min.

In English narration. Published by A.K
Interactive. £11.99

The Heavy Crulser

Prinz

16025. Super Drawings 3D.
Prinz Eugen. Paperback. Full colour,
96 pages, 176 renders,1 x Double A1
sheet with scale drawings (680=480
mm),16 anaglyphs 3D, Gloss coated
paper. Published by Kagero. £15.99

On Display Volume 3-British Steel.
96 pages, full colour, paperback, British
WWII Armour. Models featured include:
Boulevard of sorrow- Daimler Dingo
MK.II, A Freezing Desert Rat_The Cruiser
Tank MK.VIITA27M “Cromwell” Dry
Country: Valentine Ill MK.II North African
Desert, Trainspotting, Trainshooting-
Churchill MK.VI 3rd Scots Guards,
Germant 1945, The Bishop’s Prayer-
Bishop 25 Pounder, 4 Wheeled Recon-
Humber Armoured Car MK.1V, Lucky
Number 13-Matilda MK.IIl. £19.99

MAGES OF WAR

WAFFEN 83 DN THE
EASTERN FRONT 1041-1845
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Images of War Waffen-SS
on the Eastern Front 1941-1945,
This book in the popular Images of War
series covers the deeds of the Waffen-SS
on the Eastern Front during the Second
World War. 184 pages, Fully lllustrated
Black/White photo’s. £14.99
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Willys M38A1 and IDF militarized
CJ5 Jeeps in Detail.

108 pages, 300 colour photos, 38
manual drawings, soft cover. Chapters
include History, Walaround, Interior,
Engine, Chassis, Gun Details. £25.99

Major Credit cards accepted and cheques payable to: Bookworld Wholesale Ltd.

stershire




Bookworld Wholesale are pleased

to announce that they are NOW stockists of

Sabingamartin Publications

Lioness & Lion of the Line Volume 2
This second volume in the Lioness and
Lion of the Line series covers the M50
and M51 Sherman tanks in service with
the Israeli Defence Forces.
Authored by Dr. Robert Manasherob,
a world recognized expert on Israeli
military vehicles, this volume contains
detalled descriptions of the destgn
combat,

Lioness & Lion of the Line Volume 10
This tenth volume in the Lioness and
Lion of the Line series covers the IDF

Sherman tanks in service with the
Israeli Defence Forces.
Authored by Dr. Robert Manasherob,
a world recognized expert on Israeli
military vehicles, this volume contains
detailed descriptions of the combat,

jons and history of M51

history. 80 pages in black ‘and white and
colour, More than 180 photos, Dozens
of unique and previously unpublished
photos, In-action photos, Walk-around

photos, 1/35 scale line drawings, Newly
discovered, unique markings, Detailed

colour profiles, Never before seen
tactical markings. £29.99
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Centurion Tanks of the IDF Shot
Volume 1
This is the first volume in a new series on
the Israeli Defence Force’s Centurion tank
and its derivatives. This book describes
in detail the operation and history of
the IDF Centurion - Shot tanks.80
pages - including 22 in full colour, More
than 250 black and white and colour
photos, Dozens of unique and previously
unpublished photos, Crew photos, Parade
photos, In-action photos, Walk-around
photos, 1/35 scale line drawings,
Schematic drawings, Newly discovered,
unique markings, Tactical markings,
Detailed colour profiles. £29.99

Israeli Wild & Cruel Cats -
PUMA Volume 1
All new material! This volume is not a
reprint of the original Wild & Cruel Cats
This is the first volume in the Israeli
Wild and Cruel Cats series which
covers the tank-based combat vehicles
and armoured personnel carriers in
service with the Israeli Defence Force.
Authored by Dr. Robert Manasherob,
a world recognized expert on Israeli
military vehicles. This volume contains
detal/ed descriptions of the design,
I combat, and

Sherman tanks during the Six Day
War.80 pages in black and white and
colour, More than 175 photos, Dozens
of unique and previously unpublished
photos, In-action photos, Walk-around
photos, 1/35 scale line drawings, Newly
discovered, unique markings, Detailed
colour profiles, Never before seen
tactical markings. £29.99

Magach Tanks of the IDF
Magach 1 & 2
This is the first volume in a new
series on the Israeli Defence Force’s
Magach tank and its derivatives. This
book describes in detail the operation
and history of the IDF early M48A1
and M48A2C Magach tanks. 80
pages - including 21 in full colour,
More than 170 black and white and
colour photos, Dozens of unique and
previously unpublished photos, Crew
photos, Parade photos, In-action
photos, Walk-around photos, 1/35
scale line drawings, Newly discovered,
unique markings, Tactical markings,
Detailed colour profiles. £29.99
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Israeli Wild & Cruel Cats
Volume 3 - Achzarit Heavy APC
This is the third volume in the Israeli
Wild and Cruel Cats series which
covers the tank-based combat vehicles
and armoured personnel carriers in
service with the Israeli Defence Force
Authored by Dr. Robert Manash

PUBLICATIC
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Lion & Lioness of the Line Early IDF
Sherman Tanks - Volume 6
This sixth volume in the Lion & Lioness
of the Line series covers the early
Sherman tanks in service with the Israeli
Defence Force. Authored by Dr. Robert
Manasherob, a world recognized expert
on Israeli military vehicles, this volume
contams detailed descnpt/ons of the
design, develoj combat,
and history.80 pages - mcludlng 37 in full
colour, More than 250 black and white
and colour photos, Dozens of unique and
previously unpublished photos, Combat
photos, In-action photos, Walk-around
photos,1/35 scale line drawings, Newly
discovered, unique makings, Detailed
colour profiles, Never before seen
tactical markings. £29.99

Half Tracks of the IDF
Volume 1
This first volume in the Israeli Half
Track series covers the first half
tracks in service with the Israeli
Defence Force. Authored by Dr. Robert
Manasherob, a world recognized
expert on Israeli military vehicles, this
volume contains detailed descriptions
of the design, developments,
combat, operations and history. 80
pages - including 38 in full colour,
More than 300 black and white and
colour photos, Dozens of unique and
previously unpublished photos, Combat
photos, In-action photo, Walk-around
photos, 1/35 scale line drawings, Newly
discovered, unique makings, Detailed
colour profiles, Never before seen
tactical markings. £29.99

The T-62 in Israeli-Arab Wars Volume 1
This is the first volume in a new series
on the T-62 tank and its derivatives in
Israell Arab wars. Authored by Robert

a world recognized expert on Israeli
military vehicles. This volume contains
deta:led descriptions of the design,

ob, a world recognized

expert on Israeli military vehicles, this
volume contains detailed descriptions
of the design, developments, combat,

h/story of PUMA combat engineering
vehicles.80 pages in full colour, More
than 140 colour photos, Dozens of
unique and previously unpublished
photos, Combat photos, In-action
photos, Walk-around photos,1/35 scale
line drawings, Newly discovered, unique
makings, Detailed colour profiles, Never
before seen tactical markings. £29.99

combat, op. and
hlstory of Achzarit heavy armoured
personnel carriers. 80 pages in black
and white, and in full colour. More than
150 photos, dozens of unique and
previously unpublished photos, combat
photos, in-action photos walk-around

and history of the T-62 in
Israeli-Arab wars.80 pages - including
40 in full colour, More than 300 black
and white and colon photos, Dozens
of unique and previously unpublished
photos, Combat photos, In-action
photos, Walk-around photos,1/35 scale

photos. Unit marking ill /3
scale line drawings. Detailed colour
profiles. £29.99

line drawings, Newly discovered, unique
makings, Detailed colour profiles,
Tactical markings. £29.99

Books by Robert Mariashurob
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Lioness & Lion of the Line
Volume 12 - M1 Sherman
This twelfth volume in the Lioness
and Lion of the Line series covers
the IDF Sherman tanks in service
with the Israeli Defence Forces.
Authored by Dr. Robert Manasherob,
a world recognized expert on
Israeli military vehicles, this volume
contains detailed descriptions of the
combat, operations and history of
M1 Sherman tanks during the Sinai
War, and the late 1950s.80 pages
in black and white and colour, More
than 240 photos, Dozens of unique
and previously unpublished photos,
In-action photos, Walk-around
photos, 1/35 scale line drawings,
Newly discovered, unique
markings, Detailed colour profiles.
Never before seen tactical
markings. £29.99
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Lion & Lioness of the Line The First
IDF Sherman Tanks - Volume 5
This fifth volume in the Lion & Lioness
of the Line series covers the first
Sherman tanks in service with the
Israeli Defence Force. This volume
covers the covert acquisition and
history of Meir, Tamar, Rut Il and Ada.
Authored by Dr. Robert Manasherob,
a world recognized expert on Israeli
military vehicles, this volume contains
detalled descriptions of the design,

combat, operations and
hlstory 80 pages - including 30 in fuII
colour, More than 300 black and white
and colour photos, Dozens of unique
and previously unpublished photos,
Combat photos, In-action photos,
Walk-around photos,1/35 scale line
drawings, Newly discovered, unique
makings, Detailed colour profiles,
Tactical markings. £29.99
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British Military Trucks of World War One

Commemorating the 100th Anniversary
of the Great War 1914-1918

At the start of the Great War in 1914, the British Army had just

80 trucks and 20 cars in service. These had been augmented by a
further 59,490 motor trucks and 33,800 cars and ambulances by
the end of the war in 1918. This policy of motorisation made the
British Army the most mechanised of all the belligerent nations.

This book is the first-ever publication granting a comprehensive
overview of military trucks used by the British Army, Royal Navy and Royal
Flying Corps in World War One. It covers British-built subsidy, purpose-
built and impressed general service trucks with famous manufacturers’
names ranging from AEC to Wolseley. It also shows non-British-built
trucks in service with the British Armed Forces, of which the majority
were of American origin. Additional chapters cover workshop trucks,
tankers, gun trucks, steam wagons, traction engines and tractors.

In 200 pages, this hook is illustrated with
396 black-and-white photographs. Hardcover, complete

English text.

- 999 Copies.

UK Postage: single book £1.95, two or more books £4.00. Overseas Airmail: please allow 15% of order value.

Tel:

* Fax:

o Email:

Modelling
Essentlals

LET’S BUILD A DIORAMA! 1
More than 250 pictures lead you
step-by-step through the different
phases of the construction from
the base to the roof tiles. There are
hints about what do you have to
take special care at the different
steps, how to avoid possible traps.
This is the first volume of a new
series and deals specifically with
the techniques most commonly
used for urban diorama scenes.
The second volume will deal with
the “Mother Nature”, like mud,
snow, trees, vegetation etc.
This will be out in the Q3 2010
and there are some pictures for
teaser at the end of this book.
2.99

LET'S BUILD
A DIORAMA!

LET’S BUILD A DIORAMA! 2
This book presents ways to create
spectacular dioramas out of
everyday materials, household
waste or real plants. The methods
are simple, the tools and materials
used here can be found in ordinary
craft and hobby stores and DIY
stores, and they are quite cheap
too, so experimenting with them
cannot be a problem. More
than 300 photos illustrate the
different stages of the progression.
£12.99

Building Dioramas Stone Objects.
Building Dioramas Stone Objects
following on from the first two
volumes, we bring you the
third book in the series, which
concentrates on stone objects,
chapters include, Flower Holders,
Tombstones, Fountains,
Waterworks, Equestrian
Monument and Mausoleum.
£12.99

vorldws.co.uk




Come on, lads!

to the British Model Soldier Society

ANNUAL SHOW
Saturday 26th April 2014

mnn, Coram Street,

k"
ALBION ALLOYS a9
" K
Precision Metals . Q
Bringing Precision Metals,

to Scale Modelling #
Slide Fit Micro Tubes & More...

New product information
available on websitey

Model by Andy Argent

FLEX.LFLE

™

“Yor the precive model miniatunior”

Flex-i-file & Albion
AIons Glue Applicator
Admission £5

(BMSS members § )

Special Great War
Competition Class

s AT 3 ’ . V|S|tourubdatedwebsiteforinformation,Youvideolinksand
shonsor=d oy Jommy, " ": 3 downloadable 2] instruction sheets. All Product available from good model shops

For show information: 4489 .
¥ I www.albionalloys.co.uk

Buy Online: WWW.SYLMASTA.COM

Adhesives, Modelling Materials & Tools

Casting Kit onY Styrene Profiles

for resin casting £35 40 Huge new range of scale plastic profiles

+P&P

* Hundreds of
shapes and sizes
to choose from

* Extremely small
sizes stocked

» Extremely strong
with high elasticity

_ﬂ *Comes in lengths
' .-ﬁ up to 100cm

Plastikard Multl-Angle £14.50

Plain & embossed styrene sheets in a wide il

cholce of patterns including tread plate, bricks,

stone paving, roof tiles... G II t
S uillotine

« Cuts wood, Plastikard, styrene
profiles, balsa, pewter, card etc.

« With spare blades and cutting
anvil.

« British made.

Buy online at www.sylmasta.com or phone +44 (0)1444 831459
Email: sales@sylmasta.com Sylmasta delivers WORLDWIDE




BARWELL BODY WORKS

,_‘,,RENECADE MROME
pr— T Ye—

: www.barwellbodyworks-shop-.com
ger-airbrush.co.uk TEL: 01455 842648

THE WORLD S BEST DISPLAY OF MOVING ARMOUR

/ f xf" 7
~

tankmuseum.org THE TANK MUSEUM

Bovington | Dorset | BH20 6JG | Tel. 01929 405096 Registered Charity no: 1102661




STILL SETTING THE STANDARDS!

901
902
903
905
906
907
908
909
911
912
913
914
915
916
917
918
919
920
921
922
923
924
925
926
927
928
929
930
931
932
933
934
935
936
937
938
939
940
941
942
943
944
945
946
947
948
949
950
951
952
953
954
955
956
957
958
959
960
961
962
963
964
965
966
967
968
969
970
971
972
973
974
975
976
977
978
979
980
981
982
983
984
985
986
987
988
989

Top quality, highly detailed, easy to assemble white metal kits

Humber Scout Car

US M8 Greyhound

Austin 5cwt Light Utility

US M20 armoured Utility
Cromwell MK IVD

Humber Light Recon Car Mk 3
US M18 Hellcat

Cromwell MK VID

Centaur AA Mk Il

US M39 Armoured Utility
Panzer Il Ausf. D

Panzer Il Flamm

Centaur Dozer

Panzer Il Ausf. ¢

Panzer Il Ausf. L ‘Luchs’

Light Tank Mk VIl ‘Tetrarch’
Panzer Il Ausf. A

Cromwell ARV Mk |

Tetrarch ICS

Auto Union Horch Kfz. 69
Panzer Il Ausf. B

Cromwell Mk Vilw

Daimler Armoured Car Mk |
Horch Ambulance Kfz.31
Daimler Armoured Car Mk | CS
Carrier, Universal Mk |

Carrier, Medium MG No 3, Mk |
Adler MG-Kw Scout Car Kfz.13
15cm siG 33/1 Ausf. M ‘Grille’
Adler Fu-Kw Radio Car Kfz.14
Carrier, Armoured OP No 1, Mk I
US M4A3(76) Sherman

Marder Ill Pz Jag38(t) Ausf. M
US Sherman M4A3(75)W
Dodge 3/4 ton Weapons Carrier
U.S. M10 Tank Destroyer

Horch Flakkraftwagen Kfz.81
Russian M4A2 (76) W Sherman
Stug. Il Ausf. B

Achilles llc 17pdr Tank Destroyer
Dodge 3/4 ton Command Car
Panzer lll Ausf. F

Stug Il Ausf. A

Morris 5cwt Light Utility

USMC M4A2(75) 1945

Steyr 1500A 4x4 Light Truck
Panzer lIl Ausf. G

Stug Il Ausf. C/D
Mercedes-Benz le Pkw 170VK
Tiger 1 Ausf. E - Late Production
17pdr. Firefly Mk 1C - Hybrid
Phanomen Granit 1500A Kfz. 70
Marder Il Pak 36( r)

U.S. M4 (105) Sherman

Morris CS8 15cwt GS Truck
Panzer IV Ausf. D

U.S. M36 Tank Destroyer
Panzer IIl Ausf. H

Mercedes 170 Radio Car Kfz. 2
T-34 Model 1943

Stug Il Ausf. F

Humber FWD 8cwt GS Truck

B IV C Heavy Demolition Vehicle
Panzerbefehlswagen IIl Ausf. H
Morris PU 8cwt GS Truck

0T-34 Flamethrower

Russian SU-76i Tank Destroyer
Panzer IV Ausf. E

Sd. Kfz. 250/1 ‘Alte’

Morris C4 Mk Il 15cwt GS Truck
Stug Ill Ausf. E

£6.95
£10.50

£9.50
£10.50
£11.95

£6.95
£11.95
£11.95
£11.95
£11.95
£10.95
£10.95
£15.95
£10.95
£11.95
£11.95
£10.95
£12.50
£11.95
£11.95
£10.95
£11.95
£11.95
£11.95
£11.95

£9.50

£9.50
£10.95
£12.50
£10.95

£9.50
£11.95
£12.50
£11.95
£11.95
£12.50
£15.95
£11.95
£11.95
£12.50
£11.95
£11.95
£11.95

£9.50
£11.95
£11.95
£11.95
£11.95

£9.50
£16.95
£11.95
£11.95
£12.50
£11.95
£11.95
£13.50
£13.50
£11.95

£9.50
£12.50
£11.95
£11.95
£10.50
£15.95
£11.95
£12.50
£11.95
£13.50
£11.95
£11.95
£11.95

Mercedes Light Repair Vehicle Kfz. 2/4 £9.50

Panzer IIl Ausf. J
U.S. M5 Stuart Light Tank

£11.95
£11.95

Sd.Kfz. 253 Artillery Command APC  £11.95
Ford WOT2C 15cwt 4x2 Infantry Truck £11.95

Dodge 3/4 ton Ambulance WC-54
M4 Sherman - Mid Production
Morris Umbauwagen Kfz.12
Sd.Kfz.250/9 Recce Vehicle

le. Artillerieschlepper UNIC P-107
US M5A1 Light Tank

Panzer IV Ausf. G

Ford WOT2D 15cwt GS Van

UNIC P-107 Pak Tractor U.304(f)
T-34/85 Model 1943

Morris CS8 Wireless Truck

PayPal,

£11.95
£11.95
£11.95
£11.95
£11.95
£11.95
£13.50
£11.95
£11.95
£12.50
£11.95

Bedford OXD
30cwt. G.S.

Cromwell Mk VIIF

Panzer IV Ausf.F

Sd.Kfz.10 Light Gun Tractor
Morris C4 MK 1 15cwt Truck
Panzer Ill Ausf.K Command Tank
Ford WOT2H 15cwt. GS Truck
U.S. M3A3 (Stuart V) Light Tank
Vickers A9, Cruiser Tank Mk.1
Tatra T-57K Kubelwagen

German MG-Doppelwagen (type 36)
M4A2 - Mid production

Sd.Kfz. 252 Ammunition Carrier
A10 Mk 1A Cruiser Tank Mk IIA
UNIC P-107 with 2cm Flak 38
A10 Close Support w/desert option
Hillman 5cwt Light Utility
Daimler Armoured Car Mk II
Panzer IV Ausf. H

M4A3 Sherman - Mid Production
German Cavalry Boxed Set

A13 Mk1 Cruiser Tank MkllI
Citroen Type 23 1.5 Ton Truck

B IV Panzerjaeger “Wanze”
Cromwell Mk VIII F

Cruiser Mk IV (A13 Mk II)

Sd. Kfz. 10/4 with 2.0cm Flak 38
Commer Q2 15cwt. 4 x 2 Van

le FH 18/2 auf. Gwll Wespe

T-34 Flakvierling

Cruiser Mk IVA / IVA C.S.

U.S. M4A1 76 (W)

Komsomolyets Artillery Tractor
A9 Close Support - Desert Option
Marmon Herrington Mk Il Arm’d/Car
Unic P-107 G.S.

Valentine Mk XI

Standard 12hp Light Utility
Sturminfanteriegeschutz 33B
Commer Q15 15cwt GS

Panzer Ill Ausf. M

Valentine Mk VIII or IX

Sherman V (M4A4)

Dodge 1.5ton 6x6 Truck

le.SPW UNIC P-107

Valentine Mk Il

Commer Q4 3-ton G.S. Lorry
Sherman Firefly Mk. VC

Marmon Herrington “Breda”
Adler 3Gd. m.Pkw. Kfz.11
Valentine Mk Il1/V

Adler Light Gun Tractor Kfz.12
R.A.F. De-icer van

Russian T-60A Light Tank
Covenanter Mk.1

Marmon Herrington w/Pak 35/36
Commer Q2 30cwt G

Flakpanzer 38(t)

Sherman ARV Mk.1

Sherman V - early

Commer Q2 tractor and trailer set
Valentine 25pdr. Bishop

Russian T-60 Model 41

T8E1 Stuart Recce

Fiat AS37 Light Truck

M5 halftrack APC

Pak Tractor T-60(r)

£11
Sd.Kfz.250/10 le SPW with 3.7cm Pak £11 95
£13.50

.95

£11.95
£11.95
£11.95
£11.95
£11.95
£11.95

£9.50
£20.95

£11.95
£11.95
£11.95
£15.95
£11.95

£9.50
£11.95
£13.50
£11.95
£16.95
£12.50
£11.95
£10.95
£11.95
£12.50
£15.95
£12.50
£12.50
£15.95
£12.50
£11.95
£10.95
£11.95
£11.95
£11.95
£12.50
£10.95
£12.50
£12.50
£11.95
£12.50
£11.95
£12.50
£11.95
£12.50
£13.50
£12.50
£13.50
£11.95
£12.50
£11.95
£13.50
£11.95
£12.50
£13.50
£12.50
£15.95
£13.50
£12.50
£16.95
£13.50
£11.95
£11.95
£12.50
£12.50
£11.95

Crossley Q 3-ton
4x4 Flatbed

US M9A1 Recce halftrack
Austin K3 3-ton GS

Panzer IV Ausf. J

US M5A1 halftrack APC

US M8 Howitzer Motor Carriage
Marder Ill Ausf. H

Commer Q25 25cwt G.S. Truck
Austin K2/YF 2-ton G.S.
Bedford MWD 15cwt 4 x 2 G.S.
Fiat A.S. 37 Second series.
A34 Cruiser Tank, Comet
R.A.F. Instrument Truck
Bedford MWD Late Production
U.S. M3 halftrack APC

U.S. M3A1 halftrack APC
Bedford MWC Water Tanker
Fiat TL37 Artillery Tractor
R.A.F. Fire Tender

15cm. Grille Ausf. H

Bedford MWR Radio Truck
TL37 Tractor - original series
VW Typ 82 Kubelwagen Kfz.1
VW Typ 82 Radio Car Kfz. 2
Ford Auxiliary Towing Vehicle
Light Tank Mk VIA

Light Tank Mk VIB

German Heavy Field Wagon Hf.2
Humber 8cwt. Radio Truck
Austin Auxiliary Towing vehicle
Morris 8cwt Radio Truck
Bedford OYD 3-ton G.S.

Light Tank Mk. VIC
Bedford/Scammell Combo
Italian L6-40 Light Tank

M4 Tankdozer

Renault AGC 1.5ton Truck
Austin K30/YC 30cwt. G.S.

>>> NEW ITEMS <<<
Crossley Q 3-ton 4x4 Flatbed
Bedford OXD 30cwt. G.S.

MM

Ay Pk T AT
German Tank Commanders 1939
British Tank Commanders 1944
German Tank Riders 1944

Allied MGs - vehicle mounts
German Bedrolls & Jerry Cans
Russian DShK M1938 HMG

US Tank Commanders 1944

US AFV Crew 1944

German Tank Commanders 1944
Russian Tank Commanders 1943
German Tank Riders Winter 1944
Russian Tank Riders 1943
German Small-arms 1944
Carrier Crew, British

Carrier Crew, Russian

British Tank Riders 1944

US Tank Riders 1944

German S.P Gun Crew - Winter
MG 34 & 42 - halftrack Mounts
German AFV detail set

Pak 43 Crew - Winter

Pak 40 Crew - Winter

£12.50
£13.50
£13.50
£12.50
£12.50
£13.50
£13.50
£13.50
£12.50
£12.50
£13.50
£13.50
£12.50
£12.50
£12.50
£12.95
£12.95
£13.50
£13.50
£12.95
£12.95
£10.50
£10.50
£13.95
£11.95
£11.95
£12.95
£12.95
£13.95

£12.95
£13.95
£11.95
£13.95
£11.95
£15.95
£13.95
£13.95

£15.95
£13.95

MMS Models represent the current state-of-the-art in white metal casting

Four expanding ranges feature the vehicles, guns and troops of World War Two,
all in constant 1:76 (20mm) scale.

The ‘CLASSIC’ vehicles and ‘GUNpak’ towed gun kits contain full instructions; including general tips, if you've
never worked with white metal before. Robust and easy to assemble, they are ideally suited to the Wargamer
and yet, have the accuracy and a wealth of detail that gives satisfaction to the serious collector.

The ‘RESTRICTED ISSUE’ range is produced to full ‘CLASSIC’ standards and provides modellers with

an opportunity to build conversions of some of the more popular subjects.

The NEW ‘CIVVY St range of pre and post-war transport models adds an extra dimension.

Most of the ‘Accessory Pak’ figure sets feature separate arms and weapons, giving a true ‘multi-pose’
capability. Other sets provide useful detail and stowage items - all at affordable prices.

L Postage & Packing - UK 15%, Europe 20%, Overseas 25% ¢ Please allow 21 days for delivery )

MMS Models, P.0. Box 626, Folkestone, Kent CT20 9AF

Tel: 07887 623286

E-Mail: info@mmsmodels.co.uk
For the latest information on NEW RELEASES visit our website: www.mmsmodels.co.uk

Flak 38 Crew - Winter

A24 U.S. Softskin Crew 1944 £2.95
A25 Russian Gun Crew £2.95
A26 US 105mm Gun Crew £2.95
A27 Afrika Korps Tank Commanders £2.95
A28 Flak 38 Trailer Sd.Ah.51 £2.95
A29 Panzer llI/IV Fuel Trailer £3.95
A30 leFH 18/40 Crew - shirtsleeves £2.95
A31 Flak 30/38 Ammo Trailer £3.95
A32 German Softskin Crew £2.95
A33  Stug Ammo Trailer Sd.Ah.32 £3.95
A34 Cargo Trailer Sd.Ah.32/1 £3.95
A35 7.5cm FK Crew - shirtsleeves £2.95
A36 U.S.Ammo Trailer M8 £3.95
A37 U.S. Anti-tank Gun Crew £2.95
A38 German SP Gun Crew - Summer £2.95
A39 BEF Softskin Crew £2.95
A40 Panzer Crew 1940 £2.95
A41 Light Flak Crew £2.95
A42 T-34 Stowage Set £2.95
A43 Russian Tank Riders - Greatcoats £2.95
A44  Afrika Korps halftrack Crew £2.95
A45 BEF Lorried Infantry £2.95
A46  8th Army Tank Commanders £2.95
A47 German Officers Standing £2.95
A48 MG 34 & 42 - Tank AA mounts £2.95
A49  Panzer Commanders - Winter £2.95
A50 Panzer I/l Fuel Trailer £2.95
A51 US 250 gal Water trailer £2.95
A52  SS Panzergrenadiers £2.95
A53 SS Panzergrenadiers - seated £2.95
A54  SS Cavalry Trooper £2.95
A55 B.E.F. Infantry - standing £2.95
A56 U.S. Small-arms £2.95
A57 slIG 33 Crew £2.95
A58 B.E.F. Drivers £2.95
A59 U.S. Infantry - walking £2.95
A60 German Infantry - walking £2.95
A61 U.S. BAR Teams - walking £2.95
A62 U.S. 1 ton Cargo Trailer £3.95
A63 German Drivers £2.95
A64 Wartime NFS Firemen £3.95
A65 German Cavalry Officer £2.95
A66 German Draught Horses £2.95
A67 U.S. Drivers £2.95
A68 Squaddies £2.95
A69  British Army Officer £2.95
A70 German Radio Team £2.95
A71 Iltalian Tank Commanders £2.95
A72 A.R.P. Wardens £2.95
A73 Wartime Bobbies £2.95
A74 ltalian Tank Crew £2.95
>>> NEW ITEMS <<<

A75 Wartime Bobbies Set 2 £2.95
A76 R.A.F. Drivers £2.95

([T —
IR-11 U.S. M4A3 (105) Howitzer Tank £11.95
IR-12 Panzer IIl J FKL (BIV Control Tank)  £12.50
IR-13 17pdr Firefly Mk 1C £11.95
IR-14 Morris C4 Mk 1 Wireless Truck £11.95
IR-15 Ford WOT2E 15cwt G.S.Truck £11.95
IR-16 R.M. Centaur IV 95mm C.S. £11.95
IR-17 R.A.F. Ladder Van £9.50
IR-18 Panzer IV Ausf. G £13.50
IR-19 B IV Ausf. B Demolition Vehicle £10.50
IR-20 Unic P-107 Tractor for French Engineers £11.95
IR-21 Dodge 1.5ton 6x6 Truck with winch £12.50
IR-22 Valentine Mk X £12.50
IR-23 Commer Q4 3-ton G.S. (early) £13.50
IR-24 R.A.F. Commer Q2 Tractor Unit £11.95
IR-25 Fiat AS37 with Breda 20mm cannon £12.50
IR-26 R.A.F. Bedford OXC Tractor Unit £11.95

LER

(CIVVY,,
CVO01 Hillman Van £9.95
CV02 Commer N1 - ridge pole body £12.95
CV03 Commer Superpoise 2-ton Flatbed £12.95
CV04 Superpoise 4/5 ton Dropside Lorry £13.50

>>> NEW ITEMS <<<

CV05 Austin 3-ton Dropside £13.50
CV06 Bedford OWB Flatbed £12.95

PayPall
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NUT Proudly present our NEWEST RELEASES!
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Easy and safe online ordering through our website. Pay securely with your credit card or Paypal.

© 2014 Wingnut Wings Ltd. PO Box 15-319 Miramar, Wellington 6022 New Zealand. All rights reserved.

Note: Depending on what country you live in and the value of your order there may be additional customs tariffs and duties, value added tax (VAT) and/or other fees imposed by your government and/or mail provider.
= We are not responsible for these fees and they are your responsibility. Please consider that if you were to buy these items from inside your country the retail price you would be asked to pay would include these taxes.

T T T R

é T T T T T e T T T T T




AFV special

Mark Bannerman
adds after-market
detail products and
a colourful scheme
to CMK's 1:35
scale LT Vz 35 kit.

12

years ago and have waited for various after-

market add-ons to be released in order to detail
this unusual, but interesting, tank type. CMK is
based in the Czech Republic and have released
a number of plastic and resin models in 1:35 and
1:72 scales. They have released three versions of
the Skoda 35(t): a Skoda LT Vz 35 with three Czech
resin crew figures (item T35023), a Mdserzugmittel
35(t) munitions carrier (item 35021 - also available
as an upgraded kit with resin interior) and finally the
Pz. Kpfw 35(t)/Skoda LT vz 35 subject of this article
(item 35006).

Released in the late 1990s, the CMK kit is moulded
in a grey plastic on four sprues. Two of the sprues
are identical which contain the bogies, link and length
type tracks, roadwheels, drive sprockets, idler wheels
and return rollers (66 parts per tree) for each side. The
instructions are fairly simple but this reflects the fact
that the model is also quite simple. There are just 11

I had purchased the CMK Skoda LT Vz 35 many

steps in the instructions and, as a straight out-of-the-
box build, it can be assembled in just a few evenings.
However, the offering does need some work to bring
it to a more accurate rendition. There have been
discussions on the Internet about various fit issues,
that the link and length type track suffer from large
injector pin marks on every piece, and that it was
lacking some finer detail.

In preparation to build the model, | ordered the
Eduard etch set (item 35121), the Royal Models
update set (item 186), the LionMarc Model Designs
replacement gun (item LM50007) and ModelKasten
tracks (item SK-42). | later realized that | did not need
both the Eduard etch set and the Royal Models
set — though my preference was the Royal Models
set because it included a few important resin parts
which were far superior to CMK's plastic offering.
The ModelKasten tracks are an absolute must and,
although the LionMarc gun is not essential, it was
cheap enough to be a worthwhile purchase. M

Military Modelling Vol.44 No.4 2014



AFV special
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ABOVE: The Academy 1:35 scale plastic release of the PzKpfw 35(t) from last year.

BELOW: The recent Tamiya release which is the CMK offering reboxed with some additional details.

Panzerkampiwagen 39(t) y.e.s

125 SCALE GERMAN

O TARL DD STATIC DESPLAT MOUTL BIT SRFALTED RAL MWT TAMIYA.

i
o

ABOVE: Two photos of the author’s completed
model placed into a scenic setting courtesy 4
of Photoshop. i

RIGHT: An LT Vz 35. Note the support mount
for the 7.92 Type 37 machine guns. There are
two mount types — solid and perforated.
(Photo source unknown)



ABOVE: Construction started with the suspension system. | replaced the suspension leaves with the Royal
Models resin offering. The plastic offering was quite adequate but the resin version offers slightly more detail.

BELOW: An LT Vz 35 converted to a
PzKpfw 35(t). The modifications
include repainting in standard
German Panzer Grey, adding a Notek
light, jerrycan braces at the rear, black
out plate on the front headlight and
the addition of a fourth crewman.
(Photo source unknown)

«

z.35t

REPLACEMENT WORKING TRACK
SS5tHERERE (I8

SK-42

The ModelKasten tracks set item SK-42. These are superbly
rendered and well worth the purchase - despite the price!
Fruilmodel also produce a set of metal tracks.

Construction

Assembly started with the suspension (without the
tracks) and this took about an evening to complete. |
replaced the suspension leaves with Royal Models’
resin offering and, while this was not entirely
necessary, the resin version does provide slightly
crisper detail. The roadwheels (all 32 of them!) are a bit
fiddly and a fair bit of time was required cleaning them
up. | used super glue to attach these and, in fact, the
entire suspension was reinforced with super glue to
ensure everything was nice and secure. The important
part with the roadwheels is ensuring that these are
aligned when attached to the tank.

Next up were the tracks and | decided to use
ModelKasten replacements which, although
expensive at around £17, do add considerably to
the overall appearance of the model. ModelKasten
tracks feature exquisitely detailed individual plastic
links that are attached piece-by-piece with pins
using small plastic plugs provided in the track set.
When finished, the track links can be articulated
similar to full-sized tracks.

Although there are several methods for assembling
ModelKasten tracks, | chose to build them in strips off
of the model and then glue the tracks on the already
attached roadwheels. | snipped off the tracks from
the sprues, cleaned up any excess plastic, and then
glued 7-10 links together with liquid glue. | used a
wooden ruler as my surface so that liquid glue would

Military Modelling Vol.44 No.4 2014



The Royal Models’ update set offering for
the CMK model. Two sheets of etch and
resin parts which includes the replacement
machine guns and all of the parts to convert
the model to a German PzKfpw 35(t) i.e.
Notek light, jerrycans, black out light.

not affix the plastic to the wood. | allowed the length
of links to dry for 10-minutes and, while the glue was
still tacky, | added some slack where the tracks would
suspend between the return rollers. | repeated this
step until one side was complete. The tricky part is
the attachment of the last length and ensuring that the
length is a perfect fit between two already installed
lengths. If the length is slightly too long but removing
one link will render the length too short, | pull the

last two or three links on either side of the gap by a
fraction inwards towards the gap so that the gap can
be reduced in size to accommodate the last link. This
worked and resulted in a perfect fit. The other option is
to decrease the slack in the top tracks. Because there
is little track slack on the LT Vz 35, | was cautious to
start with the ground lengths, then work up around
the idler and sprocket and then slowly add in the top
length of tracks (the length that extends over the
return rollers) to allow the flexibility of getting the
length correct as | closed the gap. The tracks took

me 3-hours to clean up and attach to the model.

BELOW: | assembled the

tracks in strips of 7-10 links,

gluing these with liquid glue

then affixing to the model. | start
with the ground run, work around
the sprocket and idler at the same

half way between the two
middle return rollers.

www.militarymodelling.com
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time and add the last links about

ltching to add etch!

I moved through the CMK instructions (steps 6-11)

and added all of the main parts for the turret and hull
—leaving the small surface detail parts until later in the
assembly process. Once the model was built, | turned
to the Royal Models set and determined which etched-
metal and resin parts | would use on the model. Quite
a bit of the etch replaces parts that are
not too badly rendered on the model so |
opted not to use some of the

parts. Instead, | decided to

use only the etched parts

that were not included as

ABOVE: | sliced out the front driver’s
hatch with a jeweller’s saw as | had
planned to have this open. To be
absolutely correct — and something

I missed after | had put paint down
— is that the front plate directly
below where the driver’s hatches
closes should actually be cut out to
accommodate the hatch when it is in a
closed position.

ABOVE: | replaced the main
armament with an offering
by LionMarc (LM50007). This is an
inexpensive upgrade and well worth
the purchase.

BELOW: Most of the CMK model
parts have been put together and it
was time for some detailing using the
Royal Models after-market set.
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BELOW: | did choose to add the front trackguard plates as |
noted that most LT Vz 35s had these mounted. Both Royal
and Eduard offer these in their etched sets.

ABOVE: | added the Royal Models trackguard plate. It was
only slightly more detailed than the CMK offering and not
really a necessary add-on.

BELOW: Close-up of the front
trackguard. This needs to be
carefully bent into shape. |
used the handle of a hobby
knife to shape the etch.

LEFT: Royal Models provides some very a plastic part in the CMK offering or not moulded on
Z:fj;’;?:fo'fﬁénrﬁgg:,au'gngiff;:;e;ue. the plastic. The only exception to this was the side
| also added copper wiring for the front trackguards. | carefully added the etched detail with
headlight and from the horn. super glue and, after a few evenings, discovered that |
had used about half of the etched parts provided in the
Royal Model offering and used around three-quarters
BELOW: | used strips of sheet styrene of the resin bits (about 20 parts). | carefully studied
rod and ‘T-block’ styrene to provide a the model and wartime images to ensure that | had
féf,v'?oop’g gf;ggsfo the tank, i.e. for the captured most of the detail that needed attention.
All'in all, the assembly took a week with 1-hour of
work at the workbench per evening —almost 30% of
that time was dedicated to the tracks. Despite reviews
suggesting that fit was a major issue with the CMK
model, | did not find any issues or problems. Overall, |
would describe the assembly to be an easy build and
the etch and resin was very easy to use. >
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I had slightly damaged the model’s surface with fingerprints
smudged in super and liquid glue. However, this can be
easily remedied by either applying a copious amount of
liquid glue to melt and smooth out the plastic, or by sanding
the plastic to a neat smooth surface (or a combination of
both). The model was now ready for primer and paint.

AFV special

An earlier variant of the LT

Vz 35. Note the deeper dish
style sprocket wheel plate and
the arch-shaped suspension
leaves. Also, the tank sports

a different gun and does not
have the armoured recoil
cylinder above the barrel.
(Photo source unknown)
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After two coats of Tamiya primer, | put
down the lighter colour with a mix of
20% Tamiya Buff XF-57, 70% Desert
Yellow XF-59 and 10% Flat Yellow XF-3. FLAT

This was airbrushed in two even coats XF.G
allowing the first coat to dry before
applying the second coat.

NET f0mi (/3 FLOZI 7L

Painting and finishing
With the model built and ready for paint, |
submerged it into warm water with some dish
detergent to clean off specs of dust, resin, grime
and cat hairs! Once dry, | primed the entire model
in Tamiya White Primer in two lights coats ensuring
to get in-between the tracks, behind the wheels
and up under the trackguards. The next step was
deciding on a paint scheme. | had assembled
the model as an LT Vz 35 — and not as a German
variant — and this meant small details specific
to the LT Vz 35 had to be decided upon during
assembly (armament, placement of antennae,
accessory latches etc.). A good reference book
highly recommended to me was Skoda LT. Vz. 35 by
Vladimir Francev and Charles K. Kliment published
by MBI (ISBN 80-901263-8-3) and this has good
references on the various types of LT Vz 35s.

At this point, | had the option of either finishing
the model as a Slovak LT Vz 35 which carried same
3-colour scheme as the Czechs, or a Romanian

ABOVE: The grassy green camouflage was a mix of 60% variant which was typically painted in an Olive Drab,

Tamiya Flat Green XF-5, 10% Flat White XF-2, 15% Vallejo or a Bulgarian variant painted in Panzer Grey. After
70967 Olive Green and 15% Vallejo German Uniform 70920. studying various photos and determining how much
LEFT: A German crewman mounting an LT Vz 35, reference material | had, | decided to proceed with

Note the absence of the main armament and machine the 3-colour version in Czechoslovakian service
guns. Presumably these tanks are being prepared for

transportation. Also of interest is the difference in

camouflage pattern between the two tanks.

(Photo source unknown)



An LT Vz 35 being tested out by a German tank crew.
(Photo source unknown)

with the 1st Assault Regiment. Czechoslovak
camouflage was a base colour of ‘Grass Green’
with sharp-edged patches of light ochre sand and
purple-brown. The camouflage pattern was painted
on with brushes and typically in random fashion so
no two vehicles were identical.

For the base, | decided to put down the lighter
colour first as this is usually easier to paint over
rather than trying to paint a light colour on a dark
colour. The base colour was a mix of 20% Tamiya
Buff XF-57, 70% Desert Yellow XF-59 and 10% Flat
Yellow XF-3. This was applied to the entire model in
two light applications through an airbrush. | allowed
this to dry overnight. The next colour was a grass
green tone. To attain this colour, | mixed 60%
Tamiya Flat Green XF-5, 10% Flat White XF-2, 15%
Vallejo 967 Olive Green and 15% Vallejo German
Uniform 920. These are fairly accurate ratios as |
counted drops of paint from an eyedropper. The
Tamiya and Vallejo mixed quite well and the mix

j -

was brushed on the model using a non-expensive l
but well tapered number ‘2" brush. | used reference
photos to assist me in the placement of the
camouflage. | then applied the brown camouflage
paint by mixing Vallejo German Camouflage Brown
822 mixed with an equal amount of Vallejo Tank
Primer 304. This was also brushed on in two coats
and being careful to follow reference photos as
much as possible. | did go back in and make every
attempt to straighten out lines and ensure that
patches were truly curved and cleanly rounded.
Once dry, the rubber on the roadwheels were
painted in Vallejo Grey Black and the tracks painted
in Humbrol Matt Black 33 mixed with 30% Humbrol
Matt Chocolate 98. The application of the track paint
was an easier process than | had expected and, if
the paint is well thinned (20% Humbrol thinners),
the paint will capillary off your brush and cover the
entire track. It will be necessary to go in after the
paint dries on the tracks and touch up and fill in any

irilico-vinilice

MODEL

BELOW The camouflage paints were applied using a paintbrush and
applied in two coats. The tricky part was getting a smooth border
and achieving curved patches. The mix of paint to water
was critical (about 20% water to paint) and a well-tapered
brush was even more important. Reference images are
invaluable for this part of the process.

PANZER |
ACES

acrilico-vinilic

ABOVE RIGHT: The purple-brown camouflage colour was a mix of
Vallejo German Camouflage Brown 822 and Vallejo Tank Primer 304.
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Painting the suspension
was tedious and time-
consuming but it does
not have to be perfect
because this area would
take on considerable
weathering and dusting
which would help
obliterate any glitches.

ABOVE: At first, | was unimpressed with the overall look of the basecoat and thought it all looked too stark.
I pondered how such a camouflage scheme could possibly function to blend a vehicle into its surroundings!

BELOW: The rubber on the roadwheels was painted in Vallejo Grey Black and the tracks were painted in
Humbrol Matt Black 33 mixed with 30% Humbrol Matt Chocolate 98. This was not a difficult task, but the
important part is to ensure that the paint is well thinned (20% Humbrol thinners for the track paint and
20% water for the Vallejo on the roadwheel rubber). It did require two applications of paint on both the
roadwheels and the tracks.
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areas that did not receive enough paint on the first
application. This may seem to be a daunting chore
(brush painting the rubber on the wheels and tracks)
but small glitches will be "hidden” with subsequent
weathering and dirt application. The model then
received an overall application of Tamiya Clear

X-22 in two light coats and the registration number
decals from the CMK kit were applied.

Before the weathering process, | opted to attach
some of the surface details such as the crowbar,
shovel, pickaxe and leather pad on the inside of the
turret hatch. All of these details were painted off of the
model then glued into place using regular white glue.

Weathering

| started with a light wash of Sepia oil paint diluted
with Testors' Thinners. Two filters were applied
using Humbrol Desert Yellow 93 followed by a

filter of Gold Ochre oils. | added a few chips using
Vallejo Black Grey and ensuring to keep these

to a minimum. It is far too easy to go overboard
with chips. The muffler was rusted up by applying
several coats of pastels (rust, light brown and

dark brown coloured pastels) mixed with Testors’
Thinners. The rust was applied in several layers

to create texture and depth. | also added copious
amounts of powdered pastels of various earth
tones onto the whole model and very heavily into
the suspension system and tracks then fixed these
into place by airbrushing the entire model with
Tamiya Thinners. | repeated the step of adding more
pastels onto the model but this time | used a large
brush and allowed the Tamiya Thinners to drip from
the brush onto the model. The thinners will capillary
and provide some really neat effects. Just ensure
that the thinners do not accumulate in any one
place otherwise it could eat right into the base paint
or leave a residue of powders that is unrealistically
too heavy.

A few oil stains were added by flicking diluted
Sepia oil paint mixed with Raw Umber oil paints
from a dried brush onto the rear part of the model.
The track links were then picked out with a regular
pencil to show bare metal where the cleats would
meet the road. More earth-coloured pastels were
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added to the tracks and fixed into place with Tamiya
thinners. | then added copper wires (horn and light
fixture), an antenna from sheet styrene rod, and a
little dry-brushing with Humbrol enamels on various
parts of the model including the two machine guns
and main barrels.

The very last step was using minute amounts of
oil paint (Sienna, Sepia and Umber) and diluting this
mix with Testors’ Thinners and brushing the surface
of the model in a downward direction all of the way
around the model. This last step helps remove any
excess pastels (so wiping off the brush frequently
is crucial), and helps create run-off and rain marks. It
also deposits some of the dark wash in any crevice
or depression that may have been obliterated by
the application of pastels in the initial weathering
stage. Lastly, and perhaps more importantly, it helps
provide a consistent finish to the whole model. D)

'i'he_madel basepainted ~ this took
around two evening'’s work.

www.militarymodelling.com
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LEFT: LT Vz 35 tanks on tank trial
manoeuvres. One of the key features
of the tank was the durability of the
suspension and track system.

(Photo source unknown)

BELOW: Close-up of the surface of the
LT Vz 35. The camouflage paint has
been brushed on and it appears the
on-vehicle equipment was painted
while the tank received its coat of
camouflage. (Photo source unknown)
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ABOVE: | made every attempt to duplicate the camouflage as closely as possible based on wartime images. The lighter base was perhaps not ochre enough, however
subsequent weathering would considerably alter the overall tone.

Conclusion

Although Tamiya have recently reboxed the CMK
model with a few add-ons, the Tamiya release is
more expensive. One is better off purchasing the
CMK offering and then acquiring a few after-market
accessories (barrel and tracks for certain) to render
it to a more accurate variant. While Passion Models
have since released replacement roadwheels, |
thought the CMK roadwheels were just fine as they
were. At the time of writing, Academy and Bronco
had both announced that they were each releasing
a PzKfpow 35(t) in plastic (see Atten-Shun! Vol.43
No. 11 for the Academy kit review, Ed). Therefore,
modellers will soon have four options to build this
unusual tank design.

[ wanted to try my hand at the CMK variant — the
original release — because it has been harshly criticized
over the years and | wanted to see whether it really
was such a bad model. My assessment is that >

ABOVE: My first step in the weathering process was a light wash of Sepia oil paint diluted with Testors”
Thinners and an application of MIG Tri-Colour filter. The effect is very subtle but the real benefit is
preparing the surface for subsequent weathering. The thinners break up the surface tension and will

allow subsequent paints to be absorbed into the acrylic base.

BELOW: The model with filters and a
light wash. The semi-gloss effect is
actually the Tamiya Clear X-22 that |
applied before the filters and wash.
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ABOVE: | also added two filters of Humbrol Desert Yellow 93 followed by a filter of Gold Ochre Winsor & Newton oils. The Gold Ochre helped change the light base to a
more ochre colour. | added a few chips using Vallejo Black Grey ensuring to keep these to a minimum.

ABOVE: Once the powdered pastels were added, |
airbrushed the model with Tamiya Thinners to keep the
pastels in place. However, some pastels will get loose
so | kept repeating the process — adding pastels and
airbrushing the model.

ABOVE LEFT: | added large amounts of powdered pastels of various earth tones onto the whole model,
and particularly into the suspension system and tracks.

ABOVE RIGHT: The process was repeated of adding pastels — both MIG and artist chalk pastels —
and brushing it inside the suspension.

Using a variety of earth i
tones was integral to
creating the effect |
was looking to achieve.

The author’s completed
model. Other details were
added to bring a little
more authenticity — i.e.
the rear exit muffler pipe
lr was replaced with a
copper rod.
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ABOVE: The model in a wartime quality image courtesy of Photoshop.

INSET RIGHT: The last step was using oil paints and Testors’ Thinners and
small amounts of oil paint to add in details such as shadows in panel lines
and, more importantly, use a wide moist brush with a little Sepia paint to
clean up areas where pastels may have lumped up or cluttered — or where
it just did not look correct. The moistened brush is dragged in a downward
motion to spread the pastels and create rain marks and run offs.

BELOW: The author’s completed model.

P DIL GoLous



ABOVE: Two images of the completed CMK Skoda LT Vz 35 in Czech colours and markings. The Eastern Europe setting
(courtesy of Photoshop) responds directly to my earlier question on how such a camouflage pattern could conceal a vehicle
sporting these colours. It certainly does blend in!

it is actually a pretty good model, aside from the
tracks, and simply needs some sprucing up with a
little help from the after-market manufacturers. It is
dimensionally sound, the fit is spot on and the rivet
detail is very crisp with little in the way of clean-up
required. | then realized that most of the harsh
reviews' that | had read were actually ‘in-box’ reviews
which is considerably different than a review written
by someone who has actually built the model!

| thought the Royal Models set was pretty
good but could be better appreciated by someone
modelling a German PzKpfw 35(t) as it does provide
jerrycans and other German conversion details. The
Royal Models etched set is superb and just a notch

www.militarymodelling.com

better than the Eduard one. However, | would have
been just as content with only the Eduard set. It was
not so involved and many of the details included

in the model were quite adequate — certainly not

a difficult model to detail and can be achieved by
any modelling skill or level. The application of the
3-colour camouflage finish was the absolute pleasure
in doing this model. The model is reasonably flat

so it made brush application of the camouflage

an easier task. It just requires a little patience and
some time and cannot be hurried. | will be looking
forward to building the Bronco Models offering when
it is released — perhaps I'll even try my hand at a
Bulgarian or Hungarian finish? MM

AFV special

An excellent reference book is ‘Nuts and
Bolts Vol. 11 Panzerkampfwagen 35 (T)
(Skoda LT vz. 35)" by John L. Rue.

This is the quintessential book for
anyone looking to build the Skoda.
Lots of great drawings, colour plates,
photos and technical references.
Thanks to fellow militarymodelling.
com website modeller Alan McKenzie
who recommended it.

25
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chk Taylor prOVIdeS photo reference The tank has very clean lines, consisting

almost entirely of angled plates riveted

.I:Or mOde”eI’S Of .thIS COlOU .l:u”y together — notice there are no grilles on

the engine compartment.

restored Czech tank.

ABOVE: A great overall view of the Skoda built LT Vz 35
in Czechoslovakian Army scheme.
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ne of my favourite tanks that used to

be on display at the Aberdeen Proving

Ground is the diminutive Czech Skoda
LT Vz 35, probably better known by most by the
German designation of the Panzer 35(t). It used
to be on show in a sombre Panzer Grey, but now
is fully restored in a beautiful -
3-colour Czech Army scheme. e
My research into the vehicle
indicates that the colours and
pattern are both accurate.
Whoever did the renovation at
APG should be congratulated,
as the paint finish is of very
high quality and should protect
the vehicle for years to come. It is
most definitely NOT a case of painting
over rust and dirt! At some point the
APG example had been liberally sprayed with
MG fire, and the hits can clearly be seen in the
accompanying photos, as they are not hidden in any
way and are on display for all to see.

The terminology used to identify the tank varied
and is thus a little confusing without explanation.
Built by Skoda in two factories in Czechoslovakia,
it was generally known as the LT (Lahky Tank) Vz
35, or Light Tank Model 1935. It was also known

Despite weighing a tad over

as the S-lla in its early development phase. Export 10-tons, the LT Vz 35 is a very
versions were also built, over 120 of the R2 model compact vehicle,; cramming

. R . four men into it, when in
being used by the Romanians and the T11 version German service, would have
was bought by Bulgaria. Until the introduction of been a real challenge!
the Skoda Model 1938 — more famously known

. X RIGHT & BELOW: Th f
later as the PzKpfw 38(t) - it was the main tank of the LT Vz 35; the ,,acis’i;'";,g

the Czechoslovak Army with around 300 in service. an advanced design for the
Had the German occupation of that country been time, when most countries

K . ; were producing flat plates
resisted, this tank would have been in combat with little grip.
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ABOVE LEFT: The 37mm A3 gun was mounted with a very distinctive recuperator cylinder above the barrel. Combined with the geared elevation and traverse the heavy
mount should have meant that it was a stable gun platform.

ABOVE RIGHT: The 37mm also featured an unusual multi-hole muzzle brake. As the recoil system was itself pretty substantial, it may be that the major function was to
eliminate flash.

ABOVE: Close-up of the turret front; note the various silver-highlighted
bullet scars.

ABOVE RIGHT: The camouflage
scheme of Light Ochre Sand,
Purple-Brown and Grass Green
is a really attractive part of

the tank, so much better than
boring old Panzer Grey!

RIGHT: Plenty of bullet
strikes to the vehicle’s
front surfaces.




ABOVE: The bullet strikes show clearly in silver. It is not clear when they occurred, but the renovation team has decided to highlight them rather than try to make good

the damage.

BELOW: The top of the cupola.

against the PzKpfw land /. It is believed that a total
of 424 were produced between 1936 and 1939.
The tank had a crew of three — Driver, Radio
Operator and Commander/Gunner. It is widely
recognised these days that asking the Commander
to lay the gun is a poor use of manpower, as
he then becomes unable to command the tank
effectively. Therefore, when the tank was in
German service a fourth crewmember was added to
be solely responsible for the turret's armament. The
tank weighed a little over 10-tons and was powered
by a water-cooled 6-cylinder 120bhp petrol engine,
thus achieving only 12hp per ton, not a great power

www.militarymodelling.com
-

to weight ratio. It could reach around 20mph on
the road, and was armed with a Skoda A3 37mm
L/40 main gun with 72 rounds, and two 7.92mm
ZB 35 or 37 MGs. The turret mounted MG was not
fixed co-axially with the main armament, but could

ABOVE: The domed commander’s
cupola features four periscope
apertures which do not give complete
all-round vision.

BELOW LEFT: One of the bullet strikes
has started to separate the plates
where it struck between them.

BELOW: The hull machine-gunner’s
MG mounting cradle.
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ABOVE: The riveted construction, in
which external armour plates were
bolted to a frame, was dangerous
in action; when hit, rivets would fly
around the inside like bullets!

RIGHT: The sheer quality of the
renovation paint job can be gauged
from this view; the preparation was
first-class, as is the paint finish. The
pot on the corner is to mount an
antenna base.

BELOW: The driver’s vision visor.

I

elevate independently. Unlike contemporary British
tanks, the main gun featured handwheel operated
geared traverse and elevation, which made for
more accurate shooting. The maximum armour

was only 26mm (some sources state 356mm), and
the riveted plates over internal frame construction
had the usual drawback associated with this design
- the rivets often becoming projectiles when the
tank was hit, causing death and injury to the crew
inside. Somewhat over-complicated and initially
unreliable, the LT Vz 35 was not equipped with radio
as standard, although in German service this was
not the case and radio sets were installed — the
Germans realised their utility. One of the reasons
for the tank’s unreliability was the compressed air
transmission and steering, designed to reduce crew
fatigue but which often failed, especially in Russia
due to the extreme cold.

Military Modelling Vol.44 No.4 2014
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My guess is that the blade mounted forward of the sprocket was meant to keep mud My guess is that the blade mounted forward of the sprocket was meant to keep mud
from building up inside the running gear. from building up inside the running gear.

r

g S/

The LT Vz 35 featured unusual toothed front idler wheels; these were not driven.

| believe that the suspension design may in part at least derive from a Vickers design The suspension was effective, apparently giving a smooth ride and extremely
used on their 6-ton tank. good hill-climbing ability.

www.militarymodelling.com 31
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BELOW: The rear left sprocket
mounting and towhook.

After the occupation of Czechoslovakia in March
1939, nearly 220 LT Vz 35s were adopted by the
German Panzer Truppen, and redesignated as
PzKpfw 35(t) (the initial German designation was
LTM 35). In German service it was used in both
Poland (106 with 1st Light Division) and France (128
with the redesignated 6th Panzer Division), but it was
already outclassed when around 160 were used in
Russia in 1941 and subsequently withdrawn from
active service as a gun tank. In July 1942 records

T

-
==

show that 178 were still in German hands, as training
vehicles and with second line and anti-partisan units.
During 1942 nearly 50 were converted into Mortar
vehicles and/or artillery tractors by removing the
turret and modifying the upper hull. The turrets were
also embedded into concrete in coastal fortifications
in Denmark. Twenty others were converted into
command tanks, and others as the basis for
experimental types that never entered service. The
remaining gun tanks went to Bulgaria.

The Bulgarians had already bought the longer
37mm L/48 A7 (as used in the PzKpfw 38(T)) armed
T11 version of the LT Vz 35 pre-war, and in 1940 the
Germans sold on another 36 surplus tanks which
were used to form a third Tank Battalion in the 1st
Armoured Polk or Regiment. (The terminology is
misleading; the regiment had three battalions and
therefore was the equivalent of a Brigade.) The
tanks were known as the Skoda Combat Car and
were well received by their crews, though not
all were equipped with radios. The tanks served
the Bulgarians well, some remaining in service
at least as late as mid 1944 alongside the Panzer
1V, although spares provision must have been an
issue. Some may even have stayed on the books
as training tanks into the 1950s! Slovakia (79),
Romania (126), Hungary and ltaly also used the
type. Afghanistan ordered 10 before the war, but
these were diverted to Bulgaria instead. Aside
from the example seen here, a few others do
still survive, including in museums in Belgrade,
Bucharest, Sofia, and Slovakia. MM
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A single exhaust silencer is fitted to the right-hand side of the engine.

=
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Eye’ there is nothing to identify this
tank. It appears to have been looted

1AIB In France
1939-40

ABOVE: Apart from the 4RTR ‘Chinese

etails of the day-to-day activities of British
Army units were recorded in their War

Peter Brown, in the first of a three-part
feature, relates the structure, equipment,
colours and markings of the tanks of
British 1st Army Tank Brigade.

Army tank units are equipped with tanks
possessing heavy armour, relatively low speed

Diaries, original records containing details
of actions, plus orders for movements including
a lot of material, which modellers can find useful.

with several items placed on the track
while a bundle, perhaps a tank cover is
on the ground nearer the camera. The

and high obstacle-crossing power. They have
no weapons for their own close support other

radio antenna is still in place.

The photos accompanying this
article are published courtesy of
Bob Gregory. They were all taken
by German soldiers during or more
likely after the French Campaign.
Caption details come from

Bob, Nick Watts and the author
using what information is on the
back of the prints with locations
which can be made out.

34

The amount of information they contain varies,
sometimes what we might like to know was not
written down, for example transfers of vehicles
from one Regiment to another may be recorded

by the unit handing them over, but not by the
recipients, while vehicles can be disposed of
without being mentioned. However, at other times
details of vehicle strengths and even individual tank
serials or names are included.

1st Army Tank Brigade

This Brigade was made up of three Battalions of the
Royal Tank Regiment — 4th, 7th and 8th plus supporting
signals, supply and workshop units. Unlike an
Armoured Division, which could operate independently,
its role was to provide support to infantry units, and to
do this it was equipped with ‘Infantry Tanks'. To quote
from Military Training Pamphlet No.22 Part Ill “Tactical
Handling of Army Tank Battalions - Employment”
issued in September 1939:

“Army Tank Battalions are army troops organised,
equipped and trained for employment with
formations of all arms.

than smoke projectors, nor have they any special
reconnaissance sections. Thus they are not
designed to act independently but in co-operation
with infantry and artillery.

By virtue of its high degree of fire power, mobility
and protection, the infantry tank is pre-eminently an
offensive weapon of great effect in battle”.

The pamphlet goes on to describe the equipment
of Infantry Tanks, Mks.I and Il with the statement
that “Tanks armed only with medium machine
guns have considerable limitations compared with
tanks armed with an A.P. weapon”. This showed
the main difference between the two types; Mk.|
with its single machine gun and Mk.Il with 2pdr
gun and co-axial machine gun. According to the
Half Yearly Report on the Progress of the Royal
Armoured Corps for September 1939 - June 1940,
at the outbreak of war 66 Infantry Tanks Mk.| had
been delivered and production was continuing. As
the larger Infantry Tanks Mk.Il was just coming into
production, none were available at that time.

The Brigade's War Diary recorded that they
mobilised at Farnborough on 1st September
1939 under the command of Colonel (Temporary
Brigadier) J. A. L. Caunter. Most of the early entries
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deal with personnel matters as officers and men
were posted into and away from the Brigade, but
oddly the move of 4RTR to France in the middle of
September was not recorded. One significant event
that was recorded came on 20th October when
Brigadier Caunter handed over command to Colonel
(Temporary Brigadier) D. H. Pratt, DSO MC.

Operational Order No.1 dated 3rd November dealt
with providing support for units guarding airfields
at Bramley and Odiham and the depot at Arborfield
against enemy landings from the air. Six Light Tank
Mk Il with drivers from 55 Training Regiment were
placed under orders, while 7RTR were to provide
reserve vehicles and a mobile column made up of
Light Tanks and Machine Gun and Cavalry Carriers
to be ready to move at 30-minutes’ notice between
midnight and 18.00 hrs.

Meanwhile the Battalions continued to build up
strength as tanks became available. A letter from
the War Office of 18th November stated:

“l am directed to inform you that the rate of
production of equipment necessitated, as a temporary
measure, organising regular Army Tank Battalions into
Companies in which Mark | and Mark Il " tanks were
mixed. Experience has shown that there are tactical
disadvantages in the organisation of Companies of five
Sections each of one Mark Il and two Mark | ‘I’ tanks.

I am to say that 7th and 8th Battalions Royal
Tank Regiment will therefore organise and train on
the basis of Companies of two Sections of three
Mark Il and three sections of three Mark | ‘I’ tanks.
Battalions of Army Tank Brigades other than 1st
Army Tank Brigade will organise and train on the
normal basis of Companies and Sections consisting
entirely of Mark Il or Mark Ill I tanks”.

At this time 4RTR in France was fully equipped
with the Mk.l, both Mk.l and Mk.II tanks (Matildas)
were being delivered no Mk.III ‘I" tanks (Valentines)
would be completed until mid-1940. (Full details of
organisation and equipment will be shown in Part 3.)

Reference to the Brigade was made in the BEF
GHQ AFV Branch War Diary on 15th January 1940,
stating that depending on production and the state
of training:
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“4th Bn. At present in France with 50 MKk.| Tanks,
23 Mk.II (Vickers) Tanks to be sent out by 1st June.
Bde H.Q. and 7th Bn. To be ready by 1st April.
7th Bn. To consist of 23 Mk.1I (Vickers) 27 Mk.1.

8th Bn. To be ready by 1st May. To consist of 23
Mk.IIA (Besa) 27 Mk.1.”

The terms Vickers and Besa referred to the coaxial
machine guns of the two types of Mk.Il tank, a total
of 55 had been ordered with the Vickers while all
later tanks were to have the Besa. As events were
to show, 4RTR was not to receive any Mk.lIs and
although Brigade HQ and 7RTR were to move to
France in April 8RTR was to remain in the UK.

Early in December the Brigadier and Brigade
Major visited 4RTR in France. There was little
else to report until March 1940, and on the 21st
Mobilisation Orders were received while a week
later the temporary issue of three Light Tanks in lieu
of an Armoured Command Vehicle was approved.
The official Brigade War Establishment at this time
was 10 motorcycles, seven cars, five 15cwt trucks
and three 3-ton lorries, but no AFVs, however, their
attached Signals unit should have had one ACV
along with more wheeled vehicles. By 15th April
mobilisation was complete; an advance party left
for Southampton on the 20th and embarked for Le
Havre on the 22nd; a road party embarked on the
25th followed by the final rail party on the 29th.

4th Battalion Royal Tank Regiment

Tracing its history back to ‘D' Company of the
Heavy Branch, Machine Gun Corps, the 4th were
one of the Battalions that had remained in being
throughout the inter-war period. The Battalion had
been working on infantry/tank co-operation for
several years and had had Mk.| tanks for some time
before the war. They were stationed at Farnborough
when they received their orders to mobilise on

the afternoon of 1st September 1939. Their own
account does not list the receipt of more tanks at
the outbreak of war, but does state that a draft of
98 reservists joined on the 4th, that they were short
of machine guns - quickly made good by the King's

AFV special

Dowager is easier to identify, note
the Unit Mobilisation Number 1874
on the side of the hull by the driver’s
compartment which was typical of
4RTR. Having lost a track — seen a
few metres behind it — and run into a
ditch at the side of the road, it awaits
recovery by the Germans who have
marked it with the number 2033 and
the ‘walking stick and rhomboid”
symbol seen on many tanks knocked
out in France.
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ABOVE & BELOW: Other photos of
this tank show it was named Drastic.
It is seen here abandoned at the side

of the road along with a wrecked
motorcycle as a German horse-drawn
unit passes. Another photo shows it
in poor condition along with another
tank, which could be Dennis.

Dragoon Guards — and on the 8th that they needed
two Sergeants and four RAOC privates, two 30cwt
lorries, one Car 2-seater and one motorcycle to
bring them up to full strength. A move to nearby
Mytchett was made on the 9th but they were soon
to travel to France making them the first British tank
unit to land there in WW2.

An advance party left on the 13th, on the
17th 50 ‘I' Tanks were loaded onto two trains,
which left for Southampton the next day. The
remainder of the Battalion followed by road on
the 19th, one Light Tank having steering trouble
on the way. Tanks were loaded that day, the men
embarked on the 20th and the Battalion was at
Cherbourg before midday on the 21st. Unloading
of vehicles was completed on the 24th. Details
of train loadings show their vehicles, listing
four Light and two ‘I" Tanks plus four Carriers

in Battalion HQ with each Company having one
Light and 16 ‘I’ Tanks along with their transport.
One other detail is that they were wearing
Service Dress not Battle Dress at this time.
Initially they were stationed in the area around
Vimy, from there they reconnoitred the Belgian
border and nearby Cambrai. In November they
moved to Attiches near Lille where HM The
King visited them in December. Another move
to Fienvillers followed, where training continued
despite a cold winter.

One small change was made to some of their tanks.

In an article in the February 1941 edition of the Royal
Tank Regiment magazine The Tank, Section Sergeant-
Major Armit recorded that the .303" Vickers machine
gun in Troop Leader's tanks were replaced with .5"
guns to increase firepower. The two different guns
were designed to fit the same mountings which made




this an easy alteration. One converted in this way was
inspected on 5th November 1939 according to the War
Diary of the GHQ AFV Branch, it was intended that 15
per Battalion would be re-armed and 16 guns were

to be made available according to the Diary for 14th
November. As the Battalion’s Light Tanks had these
alongside their .303" guns there would have been no
problems with training.

7th Battalion Royal Tank Regiment

The 7th Battalion Royal Tank Corps were
‘reformed’ - the original 7th Battalion had been
disbanded after the Great War — on 21st May
1937 with several drafts coming from 4th
Battalion. (The style ‘Regiment’ came into use
on 4th April 1939 with the creation of the Royal
Armoured Corps, the former RTC Battalions
becoming Royal Tank Regiment).

The 7th were at Catterick Camp in Yorkshire
when they received orders to mobilise on 1st
September 1939. Initially they were ordered to
stand by for Home Security duties. Their vehicle
holdings were one Company of Mk.l ‘I" Tanks
and two Companies of old artillery Dragons with
wooden turrets and guns. On the 2nd 14 Carriers,
Machine Gun were received from 15th/19th
Hussars and on the 3rd they dispatched nine
Infantry Tanks Mk.I to 4RTR at Farnborough by
train and 10 “tracked carriers’ were sent along with
several men to 55th Training Regiment RAC.

Other entries in the Diary recorded work on
Passive Air Defence measures such as building
air raid shelters and First Aid posts as well as
personnel movements and training, whereas 23rd
October’s entry stated... “First Mk.Il ’I" Tank arrives
from Vulcan” which would be direct from Vulcan
Foundry at Newton-le-Willows, Lancashire. It was
just in time for the Battalion’s move to Aldershot,
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which was completed by the end of the month.
There they prepared to be part of local defence
schemes, trained and received more tanks.

The Diary for March records the “Necessity of
organised H.Q. Squadron stressed by 4 R. Tanks
from France” and that their own HQ Squadron was
formed “without a recognised establishment”.
On vehicles, in March, “Intensive modifications
to Mk.Il Tanks undertaken, mainly the raising
of the suspension. This work was undertaken
as a result of not very satisfactory trials at
Linney Head.” While in April “Unit completed to
Establishment with new ‘B’ vehicles and M/cs in
one day. All Mk.Il °I" Tanks suspension modified”.
This was because of “Instructions for possible
move issued” on the 6th, though it was to be
several days standing before definite instructions
were received. A form listing vehicle details
was required to be completed, though no copy
of the completed list is included in the Diary.
Details of marking vehicles were issued, this
was to be the Unit Serial Number 1875 and three
coloured strips in Red Oxide of Iron G.S., Grey
Ammunition and another in Red Oxide of Iron
G.S. on the off-side wing of wheeled vehicles or
front mudguard of motorcycles.

An advanced party left on the 30th and orders
to move on 1st May were received as well, only
for the date to be altered more than once. The
men — recorded as wearing battledress — moved by
train and road between the 3rd and 5th, wheeled
vehicles going by road while tanks were loaded
onto trains. On the 8th the last personnel reached
Dover and the unit departed for Dunkirk, arriving
safely that evening. One of the Movement Orders
covers 23 ‘' Tanks Mk.ll, which were to be carried
across the Channel by train ferry still on their rail
wagons. Details of ‘I" Tanks Mk.I and Light Tanks
were not included.

AFV special ’

Several photos show this tank either
buried in masonry as here or upside

down, location is Pont-a-Marcq but
there is nothing to identify the tank
other than the ‘Chinese Eye’. It is
an early model from the second

production batch.

-
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ABOVE: From the front Gourock
appears to be a typical A11 waiting to
be towed away. The rear view shows
the fitting for the Fowler Coulter Plough
though the plough itself is not in place,
this can just be seen in the other photo.
Note the Unit Serial Number 1875
painted on the plough fitting.
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8th Battalion Royal Tank Regiment

Also disbanded after the Great War, 8th Battalion
RTC was brought back to life on 16th May 1938

at Perham Down on Salisbury Plain. As with the
other two Battalions, September 1939 was busy
with postings of men and vehicles. At 10am on 3rd
September, only an hour before the declaration of
war, nine ‘I" tanks were transferred to 4RTR; 14
Machine Gun Carriers arrived from 4th/7th Dragoon

Guards on the 4th and five Medium Tanks from
4RTR on the 5th. The Battalion moved to lIminster
in Somerset on the 10th, their War Diary recording
that seven Medium Tanks, three ‘I’ Tanks and six
Dragons were transported by train.

Unfortunately their vehicle holdings when they
travelled to Tidworth on 15th November were not
recorded, though they must have received more tanks
as the next record of vehicles was on 29th January
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1940 when three Mk.II ‘I Tanks were transferred

to 7RTR. When the Battalion travelled to the Castle
Martin range in Wales in mid-May they sent 10 Mk.IIA
‘I" Tanks and another three went to \Wanstead.

Unlike the other two Battalions the 8th was not sent
to France, leaving them one of the few formations with
tanks in the period when the Germans were expected
to invade the United Kingdom.

Into Belgium

The Brigade War Diary for the second half of April
briefly listed movements. Formal records for May
have not survived, but a summary from 12th May
was produced. This states that as at 12th May “7
Army Tank Tk. Bde. less 7 & 8 R.Tanks were in
Pacy area” — that is, Brigade HQ and 4RTR — with
“7 R.Tanks in Domart area”. (8RTR were in the
UK and later references to the “Brigade” did not
include them.)

After the German attack began, orders came to
move to Brussels via Orchies without its tanks, these
were to follow by train with 4RTR leaving overnight
on the 13th/14th and 7RTR on the 14th. This was in
accordance with Plan ‘D" which called for the BEF and
French forces to advance into Belgium and secure the
River Dyle between Wavre and Louvain in the event of
a German attack. Movement of the troops by road was
slow with frequent halts and poor control, by the 14th
they were east of Hal. Tank trains arrived overnight and
were unloaded, 4RTR at Hal and 7RTR at Berchem.
The Brigade was now under the orders of 1 Corps and
given the role of countering any German attack and
protecting the Corps’ right flank.

As with any move, Movement Orders listed the
trains and their loads, which show the units’
vehicles strength. That for 4RTR
states that the two trains carrying
them loaded:

“Battalion HQ - four Light Tanks,
two ‘I’ Tanks, two Carriers. :

ABOVE: This tank formerly of 4RTR
was used as a target at or near
Lombardsijde on the Belgian coast.
Several hits have been scored but the
damage appears minor, these hits
may have been made during its time
in action.

BELOW: No details of registration or
serial are visible on Gort, only the G
in its name identify it as being from
7RTR. Whether the commander of the
BEF approved its name, we can only
speculate? Radio antenna is in place,
other items including a rope on the
vehicle suggest it is being recovered.



ABOVE: Another reserve tank shows
shipping instructions for it to go

to No.1 Sub Depot of No.2 Base
Ordnance Depot. Barely visible on the
turret are stencilled dimension and
weight details.

BELOW: Enough of the number

plate is visible to identify Giraffe

as RMY943 T5589. It has a radio
antenna mounting but no aerial, close
inspection of the gun mounting shows
the machine gun has been removed.

A, B and C Companies - each one Light Tank, 16
‘I” Tanks, two Carriers”.

Giving them a total of seven Light Tanks, 50 ‘I’
Tanks - these would all be Mk.| - and eight Carriers.
In addition, three Light Tanks of Brigade HQ
travelled with them.

7RTR's list of tanks split across three trains
showed their AFV strength as:

“Battalion HQ - four Light Tanks, two Infantry
Tanks Mk.Il, four Carriers.

A, B and D Companies - each one Light Tank, nine
Infantry Tanks Mk.I and seven MKk.II, two Carriers”.

Which totals seven Light Tanks, 27 Mk.| and 23
Mk 11 ‘I Tanks and eight Carriers.

Overall total for the Brigade at this point was 17
Light Tanks, 77 Mk.l and 23 Mk.lI Infantry Tanks
plus 16 Carriers.

At first 7RTR’s tanks were moved to the Foret de
Soignes on the 15th and 16th, 4RTR remaining to
hold the reserve line and be ready to counter attack.
Around midday on the 16th, Corps HQ ordered a
general withdrawal, which was to be covered by
two Sections of Mk.Il tanks from 7RTR at Ermite,
south of Brussels. The move was begun despite




German bombing which caused a few casualties.
Bombing prevented the tanks being loaded onto
trains at Enghien so they were forced to continue
westwards as a new loading point was sought
while the wheeled vehicles continued as planned.
As no train drivers could be found, the plan was
altered and the tanks continued by road.

The withdrawal continued on the 17th with
wheeled vehicles leading, followed by Light Tanks,
Carriers, Mk.Il and Mk.I tanks in that order. New
orders were received at 11.00 hrs when the column
was passing through Ath for the tanks to turn round
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and make for Hal to cover the Corps withdrawal
against a German armoured division. On reaching
Enghein they prepared for action, but there was
no sign of enemy tanks. At 15.00 hrs more orders
were received to continue the withdrawal. This was
carried out towards the north of Orchies as before
along roads full of refugees, the route through
Tournai was also difficult due to bombing and
damaged bridges. On arrival the Brigade was put
under command of ‘Mac Force' consisting of one
Infantry Brigade holding a German attack from the
South across the River Scarpe. 4RTR were sent to
positions south and east of Orchies with 7RTR in
reserve to the north.

During the 19th patrols of Light Tanks were
sent out, one from 4RTR towards Valenciennes
and another from 7RTR to the Douai to Denain
road. These returned overnight without finding
the enemy. Two sections from 4RTR were sent
to the river line to support the French, while one
Company of 7RTR moved south-west of Orchies to
protect against any German advance. More patrols
on the 20th reached the line of the River Scarpe
before being recalled during the afternoon. 7RTR
also patrolled to the south-west of Orchies and
one Company of 4RTR was moved six miles west
to Evin. Air attacks continued with 4RTR suffering
some casualties. Around midday the Brigade was
ordered to Vimy, a move of around 30-miles. Again
the roads were full of refugees making progress
slow, wheeled vehicles arrived in the evening
with tanks coming in during the night. An attack
was planned with 1st Army Tank Brigade and 151
Infantry Brigade from 50th Infantry Division. At first
this was to go in at dawn, but this could not be
organised in time, final orders were not issued until
after 10.00 hrs on the 21st.

Arras

The general situation by 21st May was that the
German Army had made a gap around 20-miles
wide in the Allied lines from Arras to Cambrai,
pushing through to surround the British and French
units in the North. It was believed that the French

The BEF had reserves of many items
including tanks. These two were
photographed captured apparently
intact; they are missing some stowage
items, which would have been put on
before they were issued. The car on the
right of the print is in German service.
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ABOVE & BELOW: Grimsby from two
different sides. The view of its right-
hand side shows a non-mechanised
German unit passing it, the top bomb
thrower’s mechanism has its bolt open
while a belt of .303” ammunition is
draped from the front. That from the
left shows the Canadian War Memorial
at Vimy in the distance which gives the
location. The white square markings
look like they were applied in a hurry.
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Army had concentrated enough troops south of the
Somme to counter attack and cut the Germans off.
British GHQ were anxious to attack southwards
from Arras, with 151 Brigade plus supporting arms
from 50th Division and 1st Army Tank Brigade along
with a French Division Légere Méchanique.

1st Army Tank Brigade had covered 120-miles in
five days moving slowly on roads blocked by refugees
and under constant threat of air attacks. They now
had only 58 Mk.l and 16 Mk.II ‘I" Tanks and 12 Light
tanks available. Some MKk.II tanks from 7RTR were to
come under command of 4RTR, these were to form
areserve. 4RTR’'s War Diary records that they had
seven, though a report by Brigadier Pratt gave the
figure as six. His allotment of tanks for the attack was:

Right Column - 7RTR supporting 8th Durham Light
Infantry with 23 Mk.1, 10 Mk.Il and 5 Light Tanks.

s

Left Column - 4RTR supporting 6th Durham Light
Infantry with 35 Mk.I, 6 Mk.ll and 7 Light tanks.

The two columns would be about three miles
apart, the French 3eme DLM with approximately 60
tanks on the right flank giving protection.

Among the units facing them was the 7th
Panzer Division under General Erwin Rommel. He
recorded that a further German move forward had
been planned to start at 15.00 hrs with 7th Panzer
Division advancing round the north-west of Arras
with the SS Totenkopf Division on its left and 5th
Panzer Division advancing east of Arras.

Several period accounts of the battle and the
original Operational Order for it survive, although
details in these can be confused and contradictory.
An approach march of some 8 or 9-miles from Petit
Vimy would bring the British forces to the start
line on the railway running south-east from Arras
towards Doullens. The attack was timed to begin
at 14 00 hrs, firstly an advance in a south-easterly
direction of around 6.5-miles round the south of
Arras then another advance of three miles to the
River Sensee.




4RTR met opposition from anti-tank guns and
artillery fire as soon as they left the FUPs at Maroeuil
and Anzin-st-Aubin and crossed the start line. One
section shot up a German motorised column which
was advancing on Dainville from the west, killing many
men and destroying their vehicles. Their advance
was moving more to its right than intended until the
River Crinchon was crossed. 6DLI followed some
distance behind. Despite being under artillery fire,
4RTR continued the advance and mopped up the area
around Dainville with many prisoners being taken. The
men had started out tired from their march, but
the sight of the damage caused by the tanks

and the fact that they were capturing and killing many
Germans gave them new energy.

The advance continued to Achicourt, where the
Mk.II tanks were ordered to deal with strong enemy
anti-tank gun positions to its north. A Company
had been in reserve, they were ordered into the
attack between B and C Companies who by now
had become separated. Very considerable anti-tank
gun and field artillery opposition was met, until the
advance of the tanks was held up on the Arras-
Bapaume road between Beaurains and Mercatel.

ABOVE: Galahad was abandoned
near Souchez after slipping down a
field bank during the withdrawal from
Noulette Ridge. No battle damage is
visible in this or other views of it.

Sergeant B. T. Doyle’s battle-scarred tank Good Luck, at the exit from
Wailly Village where it was finally halted by artillery fire. This photo
clearly shows the louvered lids of the front stowage bins — welded

onto the main armour, these thinly armoured boxes were packed with
cleaning equipment and could be easily set on fire by a penetration like
the one on the left of this tank, or by tracer passing through the louvres.
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Good Luck was not alone in advancing
into the German lines, an unidentified
A11 lies abandoned a few metres
ahead of it.

Despite these
successes, it became
clear that the original
plan to reach the
River Sensee could
not be achieved.
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About this time their CO Lt Col Fitzmaurice, MC
was killed when his Light Tank received a direct hit
from a field gun.

About 16.00 hrs 6DLI were seen advancing
towards the Arras-Doullens road. Contact was made
to inform them that there was no opposition on the
ridge immediately in front. At this time they were
taking many prisoners who had put up no opposition.

7RTR and the Right Column had not been
progressing so well. Arriving late on the start line,
they proceeded at once through Duisans where they
shot up enemy infantry and transport. 8DLI followed
and entered Duisans about 15 00 hrs. Sniping and
machine gun fire was coming from the west and
a certain amount of shellfire, but casualties were
slight. The area was mopped up and about 100
prisoners were taken. Again both tank crews and
infantry were elated by these successes. However,
the advance of 8DLI was held up by the enemy
around Warlus, who were reported to be in some
strength and supported by tanks.

At about 15.30 hrs Major-General G Le Q Martel,
commander of 50th Division, arrived and saw the
left column was pushing ahead faster than the right.
He therefore ordered the left column to secure
Beaurains and make it into a tank-proof area. He
then returned to the right column at about 16.00
hrs where the situation was somewhat confused.
7RTR had continued their advance past Warlus, and
were well on their way to Wailly-Ficheux which was
strongly held by German field and anti-tank guns.

Meanwhile Lt Col Hoyland, DSO commanding
7RTR was killed by machine gun fire after he had
left his tank after it was hit by several field gun
shells which damaged the track. As the Adjutant’s
Rear Link tank was out of wireless contact at this
time, control was very difficult and only possible by
the using Light Tanks to carry messages. Enemy
tanks were reported to be near Warlus. Major-
General Martel ordered the right column to press
hard and obtain further information so that more
forces or artillery support could be used to clear a
way through Warlus. Unfortunately there was no
reserve of tanks to deal with this situation.

Shortly afterwards French tanks, advancing rather
slowly, saw some British anti-tank guns which were
in position protecting the right flank. Mistaking
them for German they turned towards them and
opened fire without warning, knocking out one anti-
tank gun and killing two men. Another gun returned
fire and killed or wounded the crews of four tanks.
The French were now at close quarters and realised
their mistake which they apologised for.

Meanwhile 4RTR was continuing to push ahead.
Their Adjutant advanced into a shallow valley 1,000
yards north-west of Mercatel, where he found
the remainder of the Battalion. During this move
anti-tank guns, armoured cars and miscellaneous
transport vehicles had been seen stationary on
the road running west of Mercatel. All available
tanks now attacked on to this road, inflicting
very considerable damage on the enemy with no
casualties to the tanks.

Despite these successes, it became clear that
the original plan to reach the River Sensee could not
be achieved. Heavy casualties had been inflicted
on the Germans for only small British losses,
however it was certain that the enemy would hit
back and probably using very large forces. With no
reserves available, Major-General Martel therefore
suggested a withdrawal but to support the French
counter-attack from the south, 50th Division was
ordered to hold the tank-proof area at Beaurains
and another at Duisans after the situation at Warlus
had been cleared up. Orders were sent out to both
tank Battalions to “stand fast”. 4RTR had already
taken up a forward rally position immediately behind
the infantry, who were being subjected to heavy
artillery fire from a battery due East of Mercatel. As
the forward Company Commander of 6DLI thought
the tanks were drawing this fire on them, 4RTR
withdrew another 400-yards and rallied again ready
for a counterattack.

What was thought to be the furthest point of the
advance was made by two tanks of B Company,
7RTR. Major S. J. King, MC in a Mk.Il along with
Sergeant B. T. Doyle in another accounted for
several machine guns and anti-tank guns, an 88mm
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gun and four German tanks before being knocked
out. The crews were captured, spending the
remainder of the war as prisoners of war. It was not
until after the war that their efforts became known,
Sgt Doyle receiving the Distinguished Conduct
Medal and Corporal Holland who was gunner on
Major King's tank was awarded the Military Medal.

The enemy were alarmed at the successful
attack which had been launched against them.
They had complete superiority in the air, and had
watched the whole progress of the battle. Seeing
the British columns had halted, they made plans
for a counterattack for which they had already
concentrated the necessary forces. Their plan
was simple and sound. Instead of attacking strong
defensive position, they would use strong air
attacks to drive the British out of their positions
then attack them in the open using large numbers
of tanks, counting on catching the infantry before
they could be protected by anti-tank guns.

About 18.15 hrs heavy dive-bombing attacks by
over 100 aircraft lasting 20-minutes were made on
Beaurains against 6DLI and also on the main body
of the right column near Warlus. 6DLI were forced

back and attacked by a number of tanks in the open.

Although reduced in numbers, 4RTR stemmed the
tide of the enemy advance. Their tanks were at

a forward rally 200-yards behind the forward line
hold by the infantry. By this time it was beginning
to get dark. As soon as the tanks were in position
4RTR's Adjutant went to the crossroads 800-yards
southeast of Achicourt to made contact with the
CO of 6DLI. Tank movement was heard along the
road from the front. This was thought to be one of
the Mk.lIs attached to 4RTR, reported broken down
on the ridge in front, coming back. The Adjutant
went to investigate and waved a bundle of maps
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in front of the driver’s visor. The tank stopped, its
hatches opened, heads appeared and there was
some shouting in German. Realising that this was
a German tank with more behind, the Adjutant
shouted a warning and ran back to his own tanks,
consisting of 10 Mk.Is and one Mk.II. Five German
tanks took up a line along the road 250-yards away
and began firing. 4RTR returned fire and both forces
continued for several minutes with a brief halt after
a smoke projector was fired before it was realised
that ammunition was being wasted as neither side
could see clearly. Firing ceased and the Germans
withdrew, allowing 4RTR and the rest of the left
column to withdraw to Achicourt.

On the right, the bombing was followed by tank
attacks from south-west of Duisans and on Warlus.
Anti-tank guns of 260 Antitank Battery were quickly
in action and knocked out several German tanks,
many of which were set on fire.

These actions showed that the Germans were
in very superior strength, and both columns were
ordered to withdraw. The two RTR Battalions rallied
during the night at Ecurie and during the early hours
of the 22nd returned to Vimy area, many tanks
having been in action for some seven hours and
their crews inside them for up to 12-hours.

The British attack had inflicted heavy casualties
on the Germans including an estimated 20 tanks
destroyed and 300-400 prisoners had been taken.
4RTR with 6DLI had advanced around five miles
through enemy country, this showed remarkable
powers of endurance especially as they had had
little rest and had a long approach march to the start
line. 7RTR and 8DLI had met stronger opposition,
the tanks losing contact with their infantry and
advancing without them. Radio communication had
broken down early in the action, this together with

AFV special

German soldiers examine
Gorgonzola. At least 10 anti-tank
hits are visible in this photo
which have only grazed the main
armour, although the side ‘skirt”
has been penetrated.

These actions showed
that the Germans
were in very
superior strength...
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Some tanks were photographed
several times which can help to
pinpoint their identity and location.
The distant photo from the author’s
collection does not show enough
detail to identify the tank but when
seen together with the others it can
be seen to be Gough. The stone
monument is one of a series marking
the front line of the 1914-18 war.
Location is south of Ypres between
Voormezelle and Dikkebus and this

is one of the two Mk.lIs that became
detached from the combined Battalion
and served briefly with 5th Division.
Two of these photos show it without
any tracks, whether they were added
or removed by the Germans during
recovery we may never know.

Another Mk.I was

hit three times by a

French Somua tank
without any ill effects.

the loss of both Commanding Officers and other
senior officers made command and control even
more difficulty. The German counterattack was
however resisted with success. If there had been
more tanks, better supported by aircraft, artillery
and stronger mobile forces, a very great success
might have been achieved.

On the German side, the attack was seen as
a serious blow. General Rommel had personally
commanded part of the defence, directing fire
from all available guns against the advancing
tanks. His Adjutant, Leutnant Most, was killed
just as the attack was finally beaten off, showing
how close Rommel came to death on that day.

Brigadier Pratt's report summed up several
Points of Interest from this action:

The large number of enemy anti-tank guns
(37mm) encountered.

The vulnerability of the crews of these anti-
tank guns. A burst of well directed .303 M.G. fire
at the flash invariably silenced the guns, even up
to ranges of 800-yards.

Anti-tank guns were always sited frontally. In
no case was an anti-tank gun seen in a defiladed
position. The guns were usually well concealed,
but were clearly indicated by the flash of firing.

The poor fighting qualities of the German
troops encountered. They were very young,
and large numbers were observed lying on the
ground face downwards feigning dead, others
ran up to the tanks surrendering.

The accuracy of the German field batteries and
the efficient spotting of the German observation
planes. Targets were rapidly and effectively
engaged by them, e.g. Group of 3 tanks.

Lack of artillery support from our own artillery
of any description during the attack.

Lack of own air support, and no defence
against enemy bombers or reconnaissance
machines was given.

The long distances that had been covered by the
tanks during the previous week. Both Bns. arrived
at Brussels during night 14/15 May by rail. They left
Brussels by road during afternoon 17th May and had
marched continuously since that date before going into
this battle: (120-miles in 5 days approx.).

(Note: Speed of Mk.I, 3mph; Mk.II, Bmph approx.)
The strain on crews and tanks had been great and led to
losses of tanks due to mechanical failure.

Both Mk.l and Mk.II tanks were definitely proof
against the German anti-tank gun. (37mm)

One tank showed 14 direct hits, another 24 including
two hits from the gun of the German tank that appeared
in the semi-darkness on 4th Bn. front. Ranges varied
from 150-yards to 250-yards. The only indication the
crew had of being hit was a red glow for a few seconds
on the inside of the armour plate.

Another Mk.I was hit three times by a French Somua
tank without any ill effects. The mark on the outside of
the Armour plate was 1/10th” deep only.

Although on frequent occasions tanks passed through
heavy enemy artillery fire, nothing but a direct hit from
their field gun (10.5mm Gun-How) affected them. One
tank Comdr. reports that a shell burst on the A.P. above
the radiator of the Mk.| and the crew suffered slight
concussion only, no damage to tank. This was probably
from the German 75mm Infantry Gun (14lb. Shell) and
not the 105mm Gun-How with 33Ib Shell.

This was most effective, and it is essential to
have a proportion of tracer 1 in 4 in each belt of
S.A.A. Conversely, penetration of tracer ammunition
through the front louvres of the Mk.Il tank caused
fires in some of our tanks.




Wireless communication inside Battalions broke
down early in the battle. This was partly due to
lack of time for netting, bad atmospherics, and
casualties to commanders tanks (Two C.O.’s, one
Adjt., two Coy. Commrs.).

There was intermittent wireless communication
with Battalion Liaison officers (Anchor sets) from
Bde. H.Q. Communication was maintained through
liaison officers and by sending each message with
light tanks. The width of front and depth of advance
made this a slow and difficult affair.

During the evening, when wireless communication
was re-established with 7th Bn., the enemy definitely
tried to jam, but without much success.

To be continued.
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Battle of France

MVatilda I

Peter Heath modifies Tamiya's 1:35 scale Matilda Il to
one of the earlier variants serving with 1st Army Tank
Brigade as part of the BEF in France during 1940.

45301

1135 Matilda
Mk | (“BEF")
Backdate

TI G E R MODEL DESIGNS

www.Tigermodels.com

BACKDATES TAMIYA KIT 35300 TO A MK | “BEF"

Box illustration for the Tiger Model
Designs BEF Matilda Conversion.
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The author’s completed model.

British Expeditionary Force Matilda A12,
Aor Matilda I, has appeared in these pages

before; Steve Zaloga's build appearing in
Military Modelling Vol.30 No.11 in 2000. Inevitably, as
time passes more material and information becomes
available so | thought, and after having some
encouragement, | would revisit this particular tank
but using the latest products the hobby has to offer.

For my version of a Battle of France era

Matilda II, | had access to three great products
that Steve didn’t have; Tiger Model Designs BEF
Matilda Conversion, Echelon Fine Details BEF
Matilda decals and of course Tamiya's latest
Matilda Mk.I11/IV. Firstly, | have to tell you that
this Tiger Model Designs BEF Matilda Conversion
is no longer available, but it has now been
updated and made available again through
‘The New TMD', see www.newtmd.com

Construction

If you use the TMD conversion kit (incidentally,
beautifully mastered by Mike Sills) the majority of
the parts are simply ‘drop in’ replacement parts for
Tamiya pieces; indeed the whole of the upper hull,
front hull, turret and side plates are replaced. The ‘in
construction’ photos show that these parts fit like
proverbial gloves. BEF Matilda Ils were fitted with
a box shaped tailskid at the rear of the tank, which
replaced the exhaust silencers. The tailskid was added
to supposedly improve the trench crossing ability of
the Matilda and a nice resin additional part together
with an exhaust pipe fits onto the Tamiya kit's lower
hull. The Matilda conversion kit also has replacement
parts for Tamiya suspension parts A18, D67 and D68.
BEF Matildas had their suspensions lowered
to assist with ground clearance and to do this
the conversion set provides a resin template
to allow you to drill replacement holes for the
suspension assemblies to fit into. At the time
of construction | was made aware, via a thread
on www.missing-lynx.com, that not only were
the suspension units lowered, but also due to their
articulation some displacement of the double bogie
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units occurred; i.e. they moved horizontally and not
just downwards. It does depend how far you wish
to go, but | found that the conversion ‘as is’" was
a sufficient representation of the modification and
| made no further model alterations other than to
reposition the forward jockey wheel.

Prior to fitting the suspension units |
strengthened the interior of the hull
just to help with some rough handling
| knew the model would receive when
drilling holes in the lower hull side
plates. Once the suspension units were
attached they too were strengthened
with plastic strip and whilst it looks a little
messy none of the strengthening is visible
when the side plates go on. You'll notice that
| also added a ‘tab’ of plastic to the hull sides,

www.militarymodelling.com
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ABOVE: This should give you some idea of the parts that TMD’s conversion has. The long rectangular part
in the foreground is a %jig’ to allow you to re-drill holes for the lowered suspension.

LEFT: TMD's new ‘nose’ fits beautifully as in fact did all of their resin parts.
BELOW: A rear

view of the author’s
completed model.
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One of the straight swap side plates E
featuring some nicely recessed bolt heads.

Once again a combination of Tamiya parts mated to the
new side plates. Everything fits like you’d expect from
TMD'’s quality product (and not forgetting the quality of
Tamiya’s Matilda of course!)

% INVATRILDA 2 INIEAN TR TAINIK FILAT TYIPE

REALISTIC TRUE W,

——— AB3532 1/35

i i oo RSN AFV Accessories serias  EFRTHEGET)

The tracks | used on my model. They’re probably the best and easiest single link tracks I've assembled
although not an essential addition.
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ABOVE: Just to illustrate that this is a quality conversion here’s
the new tail assembly featuring some delicate moulding.

A combination of TMD and Tamiya parts to produce the
suspension units.

ABOVE: These are actually Bronco’s beautiful replacement
tracks. They are, of course, not essential as Tamiya give
you the option of ‘rubber bands’ or plastic link and length
in their latest Matilda kit and both are excellent but using
Bronco’s tracks suited my method of attaching the tracks.

Military Modelling Vol.44 No.4 2014
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ABOVE LEFT: A close-up of the jockey wheel which | decided to move by expanding the wheel’s locating hole on the Tamiya hull side downwards slightly. | then snipped off

the locating pin to allow the jockey wheel to swing free which allowed me to move it further forward. Also visible are the newly drilled holes to accommodate the suspension
units to duplicate the lowered suspension on all of the BEF Matilda lls. ABOVE RIGHT: The end result for the repositioned jockey wheel. This change is not indicated on the TMD
instructions but there is a whole debate about quite how and where the suspension units and jockey wheels displace to when the suspension is lowered. This represents where |
feel the jockey wheel ends up but for the rest of the suspension parts | made no further alterations other than indicated in TMD's instructions.

which allowed me to later glue the tracks straight
onto this tab. At this stage | painted the suspension
assembly to make final painting easier later on in
the build. | also opted to replace Tamiya's tracks
with Bronco's, so | was able to once again pre-paint
everything, glue one end of the made up track onto
the tab, feed the track around the idler, bogies and
sprocket and then glue the other end straight onto
the tab. Once you've got the suspension and track
on it's onto the upper hull.

The upper hull parts are straight swaps for the
Tamiya parts as the photos show. On the Matilda
Il the tool stowage is of a
different configuration than on
later marks but this is depicted
on the resin replacement hull
top. To be fair the instructions
do say that while the stowage
fittings are accurately portrayed
the actual tools stowed and
their position is not known for
certain. Photographs of BEF
Matilda Ils were invariably
taken when abandoned and in
German hands, and by this stage
any tools had been removed.
Nevertheless, | went with TMD's
instructions regardless.

| also found that the
‘towing eyes’ don't quite match with photos of
BEF Matildas, and so for the front parts (C24) | cut
off the bolt heads and replaced them with plastic
discs made with a punch and die set. The ‘O’ rings
themselves (parts C25) were replaced with the parts
supplied by TMD. Similarly, the rear fittings D9 and
D10, due to the fact that they are shown as double-
layered and not quite right for a BEF version, are
replaced with rectangles of plastic sheet with, once
again, discs of plastic for the bolt heads. The Resin
TMD *O' rings are again substituted for, in this case,
parts A23. Other modifications include replacing the
kit-supplied civilian registration plate D25 with thin
plastic sheet and representing its supports with bits
of etched-brass.

The only other things | added (and these were
specific for my chosen subject of Greynam) were
mudguards both front and back, a strip attached to
the rear hull, which I'm assuming was to hold the
exhaust pipe in place and a wire ‘basket’ which again
I'm assuming acted as a protector for the engine

outlet. The latter probably extended the full width of HIGHF_Sometlhing specifiz _tthre\glir}n is Whﬁt Ih thll}nk _is Zal; t;,f
o Pl B o B anenglneoutetscreenw ich probably ran the hull width of the

the outlet, as it is visible, in parFS, ,On other Matildas in aperture; Greynam has just this one part remaining. Made from

France. All other parts are Tamiya's. bent and folded square brass mesh it adds a nice touch.

ABOVE: The new tailskid and exhaust fits neatly onto Tamiya’s hull.

LEFT: As you can see | actually pinned the tailskid with thick plastic
rod and also braced the inside but only because | knew that there was
going to be some rough handling ahead! Note the new holes for the
repositioning of suspension units.

ABOVE: Little to say here other than the resin parts fit beautifully.
There’s also a nicely rendered cast texture on these parts.
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ABOVE: This is the nicely produced
replacement mantlet which shows off
the .303 Vickers large cooling jacket. The
part is shown before | carved away a
little bit of resin to get a more ‘rounded”
appearance to a section of the cooling
jacket. This can be seen in other photos.

ABOVE RIGHT: The new resin turret
captures the features of the BEF era
turret nicely with the addition of the
steam outlet for the Vickers MG (visible
at the nearest corner).

Turret

Like the hull, the turret is a straight swap for
Tamiya's part C9 with the lower turret ring, part

C10 being retained. The resin turret is a delight and
features a nice cast texture. The main distinguishing
features of the replacement turret, compared to
Tamiya's, are the omission of the roof ventilator and
the addition of the steam outlet on the right-hand

side of the turret for the water-cooled .303in co-axial
Vickers Gun. To show the changes/improvements |
made I'll work my way around the turret, beginning
with the main gun mantlet.

The mantlet is a resin replacement and an equally
lovely turned aluminium barrel for the 2pdr is also
included in the TMD conversion, but | decided to
sand away part of the .303 housing to get to a more
accurate depiction of this part; the photos show the
results of this. Moving clockwise around the turret
from the front and we come to the smoke bomb
launchers. You'll see that not only did | add some
bolt detail, but also removed one of the launchers,
which was copied from my reference photos, but
one of the launchers may have been lost due to
battle damage.

Continuing round, the aerial support was rebuilt
with plastic strip and fuse wire. I'll not go into any
great depth here as, (a) references were difficult
to come by and (b) | can't say I'm 100% right! That
said, it is a big improvement on the Tamiya parts,
which are a bit clunky. Next, on our circular tour
of the turret is the map case (Part D45 and while |
used the kit part | did super glue a piece of Tamiya
tape round the body to depict what | think is a
canvas bodied case, as opposed to the later metal
version. A couple of plastic strip pieces were M

BELOW: This photo and the other turret photos should show the carving
and sanding | did to the Vickers’ cooling jacket. | can’t say hand on heart
it’s 100% right but it should be pretty close.

ABOVE: You can see just how much resin there is in TMD's conversion; all the major parts
other than the lower hull are replaced. | also replaced Tamiya’s licence plate and this
required new supports to be made which were etched-brass and came from the spares
box. You'll also notice in this view (and others) the repairs | made to parts of the upper hull
edges due to some over-zealous sanding!

BELOW: Here you can see the plates for the towing eyes were replaced with plastic sheet
and punched bolt heads to replace Tamiya’s parts.
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AT S

ABOVE: This side view clearly shows
the lowered suspension and the
original location holes. Also visible
is the tab | added to which | later
added the Bronco tracks. After | took
this photo I did actually move the tab
upwards slightly just to give a little
more space for the tracks. The hull
appears to be floating because my
photographic background card has
some ripples but everything is straight
and level on the model!

LEFT: | was slightly concerned when

| added the suspension units that
things looked a little fragile so | added
some chunks of plastic strip to firm
everything up. It may look untidy but
nothing is visible when the side plates
are added.

BELOW: The completed hull front.

LEFT: The front towing eyes utilising TMD'’s eye rings and Tamiya parts C24 but with the
hexagonal bolt heads cut off and circular boltheads in their place. You’ll also notice that |
blanked off the nearest headlight aperture; Greynam had just one headlight fitted.

BELOW LEFT: The tool stowage on BEF Matildas is something of a guessing game. | wasn't able to confirm from photos the correct stowage for the tools so | went with
TMD's instructions which was good enough for me! BELOW RIGHT: The rear hull is close to completion, there’s a small plastic strip added to the rear hull of my chosen
subject Greynam the purpose of which I'm assuming is the hold the exhaust pipe in place. Also visible between the towing eyes is a replacement for Tamiya part D19
which is thought to be a buzzer to attract the commander’s attention. | only did this because | managed to lose the Tamiya part.
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ABOVE LEFT: The completed turret shows the alteration | made to the smoke launchers; | removed one as per my reference photos but whether this was lost through
enemy action is unclear. Other things to note are the relocated loader’s hatch handle which is repositioned so it is parallel to the hatch edge not angled and the sight
mounted on the turret roof which | made from bits of left over etched-brass and plastic strip. ABOVE RIGHT: The Tamiya turret stowage bracket (part D53) was replaced
as the BEF era Matildas do not have the two horizontal supports. If you are modelling a specific vehicle you need to be careful if you want total accuracy as these brackets
did vary where they were positioned; sometimes they were lower down and closer to the widest part of the turret. Perhaps picky of me but | thought you ought to know!

ABOVE LEFT & RIGHT: My ‘version two’ of the aerial mounting! It's now got the added wires and springs made from 5-amp fuse wire. The map case holder (Tamiya part
D45) has a piece of modelling tape super-glued around it to show the fabric ‘body’ of the tube; later ones were steel.

My chosen subject had mudguards fitted
and these were made up with plastic
sheet, strip and bolt heads. Also clearly
visible is the replacement licence plate.
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added as catches and the revised part was left off
the model until painting and decaling were done.

Carrying on round, | replaced D53, the bedroll/
tarpaulin holder with bits from my ‘etched-brass
spares box'; the early version does not have the
horizontal supports. A few bolt heads later and
this part was completed too. Directly above were
added a couple of tie downs from punched plastic
discs and stretched sprue. Moving up to the turret
roof, | added a replacement sight for part D11 from
odd bits of etched-brass and bits of plastic strip,
although I'm fairly sure that there must be etched
detail sets would contain this part.

Finally, we come to the commander's cupola.
Inside the two halves (Parts D51 and D52) | added
some 'pads’ from thick plastic strips and various bits
and bobs, (shown in a picture in the Matilda Osprey
book New Vanguard 8 Matilda Infantry Tank 1938-
45) and a couple of bolt heads to the lifting hooks
on the outside of these parts. The commander's
searchlight also had a handle and a wire cable added.
Finally, there was one last change; the handle P>
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ABOVE & BELOW: The completed model awaits painting.

LEFT: The front mudguards and the rear-view mirror.

As you can see | replaced the rear-view mirror support and
depicted it folded down. One of the retaining brackets for
the spare track links is in place but the other was left off
until the majority of the painting was done. The masking
tape is to allow me to paint the track links separately and
then later glue them to an unpainted surface. Also visible
are the hollowed out headlights ready for lenses later on.

| opted to use Tamiya’s headlight protectors, parts A1, but |
did thin down their diameter.

RIGHT: The rear of the licence plate complete with wiring
which | conveniently shoved into the nearest aperture.
The wiring’s still in the same place now!

AFV special
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ABOVE: A rear view of the completed model prior to painting.

ABOVE: The red/green turret diamonds add a nice splash
of colour and depicting them would have been much easier
had | not made a complete mess of adding the decals!
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ABOVE: If BEF Matildas are your thing then these Echelon
Decals for you!

AFV special

ABOVE: This close-up of the turret gives a good view of the single smoke
launcher and also the tool stowage. The metal parts of the tools are, on
reflection, a little bright but this can easily be toned down.

on the loader’s hatch needs to be altered so that it
is attached parallel to the hatch'’s long edge. Once
you've done all these changes, that's if you really
want to, it's time for the paint!

Painting
BEF Matildas were camouflaged in the then scheme
of the time, G3 Khaki Green and the disruptor G4
Dark Green. There's little to say on this other than |
used Mike Starmer’s paint mixes (see References)
using Tamiya acrylic colours. | used Khaki Drab XF-51
as the basis for both colours along with the addition
of other colours to get me to what | thought were
the right shades; a large amount of black being
added to produce the G4 Dark Green colour.

| opted to paint over the exhaust pipe with the
camouflage colours on the basis that it would

www.militarymodelling.com

serve no purpose to mask this part off, but this
is pure conjecture on my part; on the reference
photos | used it's difficult to tell one way or the
other. | conveniently forgot the stowed tools and

painted them in ‘natural’ colours. Well at least they

are removable... There is an odd-shaped patch of
yellow-green gas detection paint on the inside of
the right-hand track cover to be added, but when
you're happy with the colours you've applied it's
onto the decals and for my model | used Echelon
Fine Details decals.

Markings

Echelon Fine Details sheet ALT 352017 provides
markings for 23 tanks of 7 RTR (7th Royal Tank
Regiment) BEF Matilda Ils in France. | opted for
the one with red/green diamonds on the turret,

LEFT: A good view of the colourful
markings on Greynam'’s turret and
also the light painted antenna housing
(I painted mine off white). Incidentally
you’ll also see that | painted the white
BEF recognition squares using an
airbrush as opposed to the decals
provided by Echelon. This was entirely
due to my experience with the turret
diamonds which was, | reiterate, of my
own making.

57



AFV special

ABOVE LEFT: A close-up of the turret Greynam. Applying the decals started well with the problems were of my own making and not the fault

;’;‘;ygggg:sg‘s’wgzngj;gﬂﬁe lamp  Null names and serials, etc., being applied easily. of Echelon Fine Details. Airbrushing the markings

and both headlights. However, things started to go wrong with the red/ presented no great challenge other than taking
green turret diamonds when | managed to rip one time to get the masking right. Once this had been
and due to constantly repositioning another lost all done | was able to finish off the painting by the
the adhesive qualities it once had! Faced with these application of some light weathering. | personally
problems | had no choice other than to take off the didn’t go too ‘over the top” with the weathering,
ones | had managed to apply incorrectly and airbrush but this can be done to your taste and depending
the markings on. It's important to say that these on your chosen vehicle.

I personally didn't
Qo too ‘over the top’
with the weathering,
but this can be done
to your taste...
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Conclusion

| really enjoyed this project but | was helped by
having not only some great products, but also
some equally great help; Ken Jones who suggested
revisiting the BEF Matilda in the first place, Peter
Brown, for advice and providing the accompanying
historical article, and Bob Gregory who kindly
allowed me to use some of his reference photos;

a big thank you to these three people. | now have
the ‘BEF bug’ and have also built another Battle of
France era British tank model, the Matilda |

(see MM \ol.42 No.2). MM w

A rear view showing the mesh ‘basket’ that is visible
on Greynam.

www.militarymodelling.com
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I really enjoyed this
project but I was
helped by having

not only some great

products, but also some
equally great help...
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vehicle camouflage.

Missing Lynx website (www.missing-lynx.com). A great source of information with
some interesting threads on BEF Matildas.
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Renault FT-17 -
The Inside story

John Prigent builds a 1:35 scale
WW1 tank kit from Meng
that's packed full of
detail inside and out!
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ABOVE LEFT: Box for Meng’s 1:35 scale kit French FT-17 Light Tank. No mention of Renault anywhere which is probably due to licensing issues.

ABOVE RIGHT: Here’s the engine body waiting for paint. | kept the top and bottom, and the overlapping end sub-assembly, separate to make painting easier.

The FT-17 is of course well known as the first
tank to enter service with a rotating turret,
earning it a place in history second only to
the British Heavy Tank Mk.I which was the first tank
ever to see combat. Its concept came from Colonel
Estienne, who visited England to study the British
tanks and knew about the French St. Chamond and
Schneider tanks that were already being developed.
In June 1916 he came up with the idea of a lighter
tank that could be built in large numbers to operate
as a ‘swarm’ supporting infantry attacks. Most armies
adopted this idea after WW!1, but later-generation
infantry tactics and anti-tank weapons made them
largely useless by the time WWW?2 broke out.

Estienne's concept was revolutionary: instead
of the then-accepted arrangement of one or two
guns firing high explosive shells, Britain fitting one
in a sponson on each side and the French a single
heavier gun in the bow with very limited traverse, he
wanted a fully-rotating turret with a machine gun that
could fire all around. He persuaded Louis Renault to
take up this idea — Renault had already refused to
join in the St. Chamond or Schneider projects, which
were really only assault guns with obvious flaws.

The two worked together on the concept, and a
full-size wooden mock-up of the proposed tank was
built in October 1916. Estienne, by then a General,
was unable to get it approved because his superiors
wanted the Char 2C as a breakthrough tank. Estienne
had to appeal to the Commander in Chief, General
Joffre, to get a first order for 150 FTs approved.

The first prototype was ready in January 1917
and was tested for several months with various
modifications being made along the way. Official
trials on 9th April were so successful that 1,000
were ordered straight away. But the Army brass
infighting continued, and the order was first
cancelled on 29th April and then reinstated two
weeks later. Nevertheless, the first mild steel
examples, intended for training, were ready in
September. They had cast body fronts and quite
different turrets to the one in Meng's kit built, and
one survives at Bovington if you want to see it.
That first order was followed by an instruction to
build 650 of them as chars canon with a 37mm
quick-firing gun instead of the machine gun —
thinking about the correct use of tanks was already
changing. But there was no suitable gun that could
fit into the turret! Louis Renault and Commandant
Garnier managed to design one by working all
through a single night. The original cast turret was
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supplemented by
a new design using
flat plates riveted together,

and then an even better cast
turret from the Girod foundry
was introduced and became the most
common. That's the one in the Meng kit.

What's in the box?

Meng gives you not just the tank but a complete
interior for it as well — even the entire engine bay!
Separate track links are also included and there's a
small etched-brass fret. There are no transparent
parts because the FT didn’t have vision blocks or
lamps. Four coil springs are provided, plus two
metal axles and two cast metal suspension arms.
The instruction booklet is very good, and so is the
decal sheet with four marking options. There are
quite a few options in the instructions, including
alternative wooden or steel idler wheels and of
course the different armaments.

You do need to take care with the alternative
options, marked in the instructions as A, B, C and

This is the gearbox ready for paint.

LEFT: These are the parts of the radiator.

BELOW: The unpainted body floor.
Meng even moulds onto it all the
control runs to the engine bay in case
you want to build the model without
the treadplates that covered them!
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Two views of the
painted floor with
the gearbox and
final drives fitted.

...cables were
insulated by woven
cotton covers so I
used plain sewing
thread to make them.

The different sides of the engine and
radiator to show you where everything
fits. Note how the spark plug leads run.

D and shown in the full-colour
painting diagrams as those. Decide
which one you want to build and cross
out the instruction drawings that won't be
needed. The only drawback to those painting
notes is that only Vallejo colours are specified, with
their names and item numbers which all appear

to be Vallejo Air, so if you use other paints for the
camouflage you'll need to check with colour cross-
reference charts online for their equivalents. The
‘ordinary’ colours used are called out in the building
instructions by their numbers, so to save continually
referring back to the chart | noted the colour names
against each building stage.

On with the build

Just for a change from the usual ‘start with the
wheels' that we so often see, Meng begins with
the engine bay. First are the gearbox and brake
units, a very straightforward assembly. At this point
you'll notice that the parts are shaded according

to the colour needed, as shown in small boxes for
each stage rather than arrowed to individual parts.
A very good idea! However, a lot of the engine bay
parts are indicated as simply ‘silver’ so to introduce

variations | used a number of different metal
colours: Tamiya Metallic Grey XF-56 for cast iron
parts like the engine block, Chrome Silver X-11 for
bright parts, and Citadel Runefang Steel for those in
between in tone.
Moving on to the engine itself in the next
stage, | checked carefully with photos
and altered the suggested colours. The
engine block shows as cast iron, not
black, with aluminium covers for the oil
reservoir tops on each side of it. G29
is the magneto (this tank didn’t have a
battery for starting, which had to be done
with the starting handle to energise the
magneto) and seems to usually have been
green. The cylinder block and the water pipe on
top of it were satin black with brass bolts and the
spark plugs’ disc bases were also brass, while the
valve springs were bright steel not copper. The
engine lacks any spark plug leads, so | did more
research and drilled holes into the magneto to
accept them as shown in my photo. Looking at
the front of the magneto the leads ran, from left to
right, to plugs 1, 3, 2 and 4 respectively. In those
days rubber insulation wasn't common, instead
the cables were insulated by woven cotton covers
so | used plain sewing thread to make them. |
drilled holes into the spark plug disc bases for
short lengths of white plastic rod to represent the
plugs and simply cemented the ends of the leads
to those, on top of small discs punched from thin
plastic sheet — there were no moulded spark plug
covers in those days, just simple terminal ends held
onto the plugs by bolts. Note how the plugs were
lined up on the base discs: blank disc, two plugs,
two blank discs, two plugs, and a final blank disc.
Stage 3 moves on to the radiator. This is called
out as black-grey but | used plain black. Onto it go
side mounts, which were white, and there’s no
need to paint the ‘windows' in them black since
they're not visible when the radiator is in its place in
the body. The fan housing is sandwiched between
the sides with the cyclone fan inside it, and the
fan drive chain goes on its outside. Note that it's a
chain, and not a rubber or leather belt. Finally, the
lower water pipe and a small fuel tank go on the
engine side and the radiator can be connected. To
finish this very impressive assembly you need to
skip ahead to stage 4 for the final engine parts.
They're all either brass or bright steel apart from the
cast iron exhaust pipe and the black rod connecting
G20 to G27.
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The body

The rest of stage 4 deals
with the body floor. Here
you simply add the controls and
engine supports, then the false floor
and the gearbox with its final drives.
Onto the false floor goes a crosspiece that's
the driver's brown leather backrest, with white
uprights. When you put the engine assembly in
place note that it should NOT be horizontal, it sloped
forward so don't try to get it to sit flat. Stage 5 adds
more controls and rods plus the engine bulkhead;
you can't call it a firewall because of its large opening
for the starting handle, and in fact there's some
evidence that many FTs didn't have it at all, just its
side members to stiffen the body sides.

Now you can move on to the body sides, the left
one first in stage 6. This is where your options must
be decided if you didn’t do so earlier. You have the
choice of fitting the 3.7cm cannon’s ammunition
stowage, none for the Hotchkiss modéle 1914 8mm
machine gun used in WW1 production and still
fitted to the Finnish markings option, or the stowed
ammunition of the Reibel modéle 1937 7.5mm
MG retrofitted to French FTs during the 1930s and

retained in German service after capture in 1940.
The reason for there being no ammunition stowage
option for the Hotchkiss seems simply to be a lack
of any photos showing how it was stowed, but
Meng does provide you with a ground-mount tripod
for that MG and six ammunition cans as used for
ground mounts. You are quite entitled to use these
in the same location as for the kit's stowage, in racks
of your own design, since no-one can say you are
wrong! The Hotchkiss was belt-fed from the right
with 250-round articulated metal belts, so if you

e Ry

f

~you can't call it a
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firewall because of its
large opening for the
starting handle, and

in fact there’s some
evidence that many FTs
didn’t have it at all..
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LEFT: Here are the body sides with
their interior fittings.
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Now the body is ready for its top and
hatches. Note those control rods on its
front sides.

ABOVE: One of the kit’s large sponson
springs and my replacement.

BELOW: This is one of the two
slide-moulded wheel sprues.

decide to do this | suggest
that you keep one ammunition
box back to put in the turret, since the
boxes provided are the type for those belts with
handles to wind the belts into them. The alternative
would be to assume that the earlier 25-round strips
were used, possibly carried in similar boxes but
without the belt-winding handles on them. For those
just remove the handles and stow the boxes on the
side in your own racks, cut down the single belt in
the kit to a 25-round section and put it into the MG
breech, again with a single stowed box in the turret.
As | have already said, no one can prove you wrong!

The 3.7cm cannon racks give you two options —
full or empty. Extra loose shells are provided for the
turret rack, so you could use some in the empty rack
to show it part full. The shells are called out as brass,
but | doubt this for the actual projectiles so | painted
those green. Also inside the left body side is the small
instrument panel — no decal for the instruments, alas —
and a brass oil can in the engine bay.

Skipping to stage 8 deals with the right body
interior, with a second Lebel ammunition rack if
you're fitting that gun. In any event you'll need
the fire extinguisher beside the driver. Also beside

him is the hand-priming pump to feed petrol to the
engine for starting. The one given by Meng looks to
me like an oil-gun for lubricating moving parts, so |
relocated it to behind the exhaust pipe in the engine
bay and replaced it with the simple push-pull lever
seen in very early photos. If you copy me you'll
need to add the connecting rod that led from it back
to the engine bay, where it vanishes from sight
under the radiator. You should actually add this rod
even if you use Meng's part as the hand-pump.
Now | went back to the outer sides, with various
fittings that need no explanation. You'll find Meng's
etched parts for straps of the spade and pick
quite hard to bend into shape and fit into the very
confined space between the mounting brackets, but
what | did was simply cut them into sections and
bend these to give one fitted into each top bracket
and dropping down to the tools’ handles and the
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ABOVE: Here’s the inside of the right suspension unit — the outside face has a maker’s plate on it. | replaced the small spring that holds up the return rollers’ girder too.
Note how far the bogies can swivel if you need them to for a terrain base.

second bent to fit from the handles up and over the
bracket to go into its slot. This was certainly easier
to fit and can be done after painting the model.

What you do need to work on are the suspension
springs for the two track units. Meng has provided
these for you, but they're made of thin wire that
simply doesn’t match photos of the real coil springs.
| made two new ones with thicker copper wire
wound around a drill bit's shaft, checking that they
would fit inside the spring housings B41 and B42 and
were the same length as Meng's springs. With those
made you can slip them onto the metal shafts and
put those into the housings, but take careful note of
the direction of the ‘lug’ at the bottom of each — it
must point outward to fit a location provided on the
suspension unit attached to it. The separate plastic
D11 that has to be super-glued to the top of each
metal shaft also has to point the same way.

Finishing the body

Stage 10 builds the engine deck, but if you want
to see the compartment don‘t fix A20 and A21
together as Meng suggests. Cut the locating tab
off the rear of A20 instead and leave the two areas
separate, deck A21 is a good fit onto the body and
doesn’t need cement. You can also simplify painting
by not putting sledgehammer A1 in place before the
air intake B29 that partly covers it. It's quite simple
to cut its shaft in a place that will be under B29 and
add the separate ends after painting is done.

The next job is fitting the body sides to the floor,
and the two end plates. The engine bulkhead and
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driver’s seat uprights will keep the sides vertical
for you — double-check that the engine assembly is
vertical if the radiator interferes here. Two control
rods go on the body as well, the right one being a
hand accelerator control linking to beside that pedal
and the other adjusts the travel of the other pedal.
[t's easiest to add the two triangular parts A14 and
A17 to the body sides, not to the driver's side plates
A15 and A16, angling them slightly upward so that
the side plates press them in as you fit the hull top.
The main fuel tank F17 is a drop fit onto its holders
on the body sides, so if you leave it uncemented
you can lift it off to see the gearbox under it. Note
that its rounded end faces to the rear, the flat one
faces forward with support G16 under the engine
deck sliding in front of it.

Suspension

All the roadwheels and return rollers are slide-
moulded, no assembly required! | recommend
cementing them in place, because putting the
bogies together is tricky with them loose and
clearance is so slight that they'll be stuck anyway
when you put paint on the assembly, the same
applying to the return rollers and their girders.
When you come to put the bogies between their
sideplates leave them loose until you've set them
flat (or on a diorama terrain, of course) and cement
them solid then. You will find it hard to get the track
sitting neatly under them otherwise.

Meng gives you the choice of the original
wooden idler wheels with small segments or the

ABOVE: Here I've dry-fitted the roof and
right suspension unit for a final check
before paint and cement. It's much
easier to paint the body sides without
the suspension units in the way!

All the roadwheels
and return rollers
are slide-moulded, no
assembly required!
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ABOVE: This shows the suspension
unit spring in place on the body; you
can also see how the lugs on its metal
shaft need to point outward, and how |
fixed the plates beside the driver to the
body instead of to the roof.

INSET: This is the Hotchkiss MG on its
ground-mount tripod with one of the
six ammunition boxes. There’s also a
strip of belted ammunition to fit to its
breech if wanted.

BELOW: Here are the complete 3.7cm
gun in its mount and the turret
bin for its shells.
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later all-steel wheels; | used the early ones since
they were common during WW1. The sprockets
have a bulge at one side of their hubs — it goes on
the outboard side. Small springs go between the
complete suspension bottoms and the return roller
girders above them, but Meng's are rather thin so |
made new ones in the same way as the springs on
the body side but with thinner wire.

With the suspensions complete you can mount
them on the body. The only thing to be careful of

is that their front attachments, on the metal struts
of the body’s springs, need to be super-glued to
quite small recesses; search the inside of each
suspension to find those and check that you're
sticking them in the right places.

The trench-crossing tail is next, and all fits together
well but look for the locating marks under the tops of
its sides to get the etched cross-struts in the correct
places and note that B24 above them is shown on
the correct alignment in the instruction diagram — it
isn't symmetrical so doesn't fit properly the other
way round. Meng gives you another nice option
here, with the towhook mount that was fitted to
some FTs. Most didn't have it so | didn't fit it. There's
also a folded tarpaulin that can be stowed on top of
the tail, which | also left off because it didn't fit very
well — the only part in the kit that didn't.

Tracks

These are gorgeous, single one-piece links that
simply snap-together once you've found the right
angle to push them at. You do need to remove a
small moulding pip in the middle of each one, but it
will only be visible on a few at front and rear if you
leave it. Each track needs 32 links, and there are a
few spares. Some are easier than others to click
together, so keep those for the bottom runs of the
tracks for the final joint. The tracks do need to be in
place before you add the hatches, which will be easy
to knock off while working if you fit them before
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the tracks. Note that the engine’s top hatch had a

swivelling securing bolt, provided as B38. If you want

to have your hatches open this needs to lie down

against the end plate, not to stick up in the air. The tTﬂCkS dO

Turret need to be in

As | said at the beginning, you have three armament place before you

choices. They have separate mantlet mouldings,

two of which allow traverse and elevation but the add the hatches...

Reibel’s one only elevation. Don't fill the top and

bottom holes in either of the others, they're present

on the real tank. Your chosen 3.7cm gun or MG fits

as a complete assembly onto a separate plate to

be fixed inside the turret front, which makes life 2
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easy because you can add the gun to its plate and
paint the compete thing before fixing it in the turret.
Another plate goes on the outside of the turret front
to cover the opening.

The 37mm gun has an extra ammunition rack to
be fitted inside the turret. This is a single moulding
with holes for the separate shells | mentioned earlier,
but take care to have the narrower section at its top
to fit the turret's side slope. If you use the Reibel MG
there seems to be have been no turret ammunition
stowage for it, just the drums stowed on the body
sides, but as | mentioned before the Hotchkiss used
belts fed from a box so you'll need to make some
kind of support for one on the turret side. I'd suspect
that this would have been on its side flat against the
turret side, with the belt leading forward from an
open box-end and bending to go to the MG, but you
may prefer a different arrangement. You'll see that
the turret shell has locations to be used or removed
as indicated for each option. The ones on the first
diagram of stage 20 are for fitting the commander/

<. gunner's seat strap, according to which
g option you choose. Its ends need
to be twisted to fit against the
turret side, of course.
On top of the turret there's a
multi-ring cupola with vision slits.
Its top is not a hinged hatch, so
don't try to fit it open. The doors
have locating pegs that fit holes in
the turret rear, and all you have to do
is cut off the ones not needed for your
chosen position and fix the whole turret to
its bottom. All done at last!

ABOVE: This is what you see of the
engine with its hatches open.

BELOW: And more is visible with the
deck removed.

BELOW: But the fuel tank can be removed too to show off the gearbox. RIGHT: A view into the turret.
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Colours and markings

The whole subject of FT colours depends on

the period you choose to model. Meng makes
suggestions for each of the four decal options

and shows them in colour side views with their
patterns and decal placements. | haven't been able
to confirm any of them from photos but have no
reason to doubt them, so | used the WW1 option.
However, | did not use the suggested colours.

The actual 1917 colours were ordered to be
green, marron and café au lait. There's no telling
what green might have been intended by that
order, it may or may not have been the pre-war
olive green for which we have a surviving formula,
but FTs were built in several factories which under
wartime conditions might not have used identical
greens anyway so | used Humbrol Marine Green
105. The marron is a touchy subject. It's commonly
just translated as ‘brown’, and the word is certainly
used for almost any brown. But it does also have
the specific meaning of chestnut brown, a red-
brown, and this colour can be seen on at least one
FT restored by the Saumur tank museum so | used
Humbrol Rust 113 for it. The café au lait is at the
same time both more precise and less precise, but
it certainly isn't the sandy or ochre colour seen on
WW.?2 French tanks, that came in later. The term
is usually translated simply as ‘milky coffee’, but
the recipe for the drink is rather more exact: equal
parts of strong black coffee and hot milk, well
stirred. There's still some variation here, my French
Grandmother and Aunt both made café au lait with
different ideas of how strong the coffee should
be so the results were different colours! | used
Humbrol US Light Earth 119 as about what | saw
in my Grandmother's cups, but as with the marron
anything in the right colour range should be okay.
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References

For French tank colours there’s no better reference
than Peintures de Guerre by Pascal Danjou (Editions du
Barbotin, 2013, ISBN 978-2-91766-17-8). It's bilingual
French/English and covers the whole period from
1900 to 2013, with colour swatches and colour photos
and side-view drawings, so very useful for anyone
modelling French tanks.

French Tanks of World War 1 by Steven J. Zaloga
(Osprey Publishing, 2010, ISBN 978-1-84603-513-5)
has a very useful section on the FT and good WW1
photos of the FT.

Trackstory No.10, Renault FT by Pascal Danjou
(Editions du Barbotin, undated, ISBN 978-2-9520988-
7-8) is devoted to the FT in both World Wars and is
bilingual French/English. It has photos and colour
side views as well as an extremely informative text.
Armor PhotoGallery #15 French Light Tank Renault
FT by Witold J. Lawrynowicz (Model Centrum
Progress, 2006, ISBN 83-60672-00-8) is in English
with a host of colour photos of a preserved FT, very
useful for detailed close-ups. It also covers the
US-built Six-Ton Tank M1917 if you are interested in a
fairly simple conversion.

FT-17/M1917 WW!1 Tanks Walk Around by David
Doyle (Squadron/Signal Publications, 2011, ISBN 978-
0-89747-642-3 and 978-0-89747-636-2) also has many
colour photos of different preserved FTs (including the
early one at Bovington) and an M1917 and is equally
useful with details that aren't in the other books.

And finally there's a CD-ROM; Technitracks No.2

Char Renault FT, also from Editions du Barbotin at
http://www.minitracks.fr/ but possibly not to be
found in bookshops) and with extremely useful photos
and plans from the FT's technical manual. These show
the early type with cast front, but apply to the main
production tanks. All text and captions are in French
but the photos speak for themselves.
www.chars-francais.net is a good place to look for
online images. MM

ABOVE: The driver’s visor removed to show more.
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Nick Shuttleworth

brings Dragon’s 1:35 scale

M7 Priest ‘Early Production’ to life with :
a well-weathered finish and lots of stowage.

Preacher

The kit has a really nicely detailed
3-piece transmission housing with
cast texture and foundry numbers.

Also included with the transmission is
a final drive housing and gearbox.
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Heavy Metal

artillery pieces were either towed or horse-

drawn. However, at the start of WW2 both
the Allied and Axis forces realised the need for self-
propelled artillery pieces. US forces initially used
weapons mounted on half-tracks, such as the T-19,
but eventually it was realised that a fully-tracked,
armoured vehicle was needed. The M3 Medium
Tank chassis was used as a basis for the pilot
vehicle, the T32, which eventually evolved into the
M7 Priest. The name 'Priest’ came about from the
vehicle’s raised circular machine gun ring mount,
which looked like a pulpit.

The M7's first usage was with British Forces

in North Africa and the M7 went on to serve with
the British in the Italian Campaign and start of the
Normandy Campaign. The M7 was also greatly
successful with US Forces and saw service after
WW?2 in Korea and with many other forces for
decades after the war.

Prior to the start of World War Two, most

In kit form

For many years the only mass-produced kit available
of the M7 was ltaleri’s offering based on their
Sherman kits. The model was a nice kit, but had
many features of late and post-war M7s such as the
Sherman suspension. The next arrival on the market
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ABOVE LEFT: The inner bulkhead of the fighting compartment has crisp details such as grilles and gun cleaning rods. ABOVE RIGHT: The rear hull plate has sharp surface
detail such as screw heads, idler mounts and exhausts and all the parts fit perfectly. BELOW RIGHT: A driver’s seat and controls are also included, these are separate to

the lower hull so can be painted separately.

was Academy's release of a few years ago, which
while it didn't suffer from the same suspension
inaccuracies as their M3 Lee and Grant, had a
couple of other shortcomings instead. Dragon’s
latest M7 release (item 6627) appears to mark the
start of a new family of M3 based kits, using some
parts from their early Sherman releases.

On opening the Dragon box one of the first things
apparent is how simple and straightforward the kit
appears. The box isn't crammed full of sprues and
the instructions show a simple assembly method
with three options for markings. The kit parts are
crisply cast, with nice surface details, such as
casting texture and foundry numbers. One point
of note is the weld seams for the superstructure
which run around the edges of the large panels,
with a little care and attention these can be made
to sit nicely providing some great detail without the
need of stretched sprue or rolled filler for the welds.
The 105mm gun in particular is a little gem in its
own right, and the turned alloy end to the barrel
with the rifling running down the inside really makes
it something special.

Construction

The model was built pretty much straight out the
box, although | found the following areas that needed
a little thought. | planned to spray everything at once
at the end of the build, so | had to carefully consider
how to split the major sub-assemblies up so | could
complete the build, but also get access to all the
areas to get the paint on. In the event | kept the gun,
transmission, driver’s seat and hull areas separate
until the painting had been completed.

ABOVE: The inside of the glacis
plate includes the instrument
binnacle and other interior details.

www.militarymodelling.com

Another area that needed a little thought was
the fitment of the superstructure sides. If the
ammunition racks are fixed to the interior of the hull
before the sides are fitted, there is a potential fit
issue and | found | needed to take some material
off the ammunition stowage blocks in order to allow
the sides to line up correctly.

To increase the realism of the kit | added some
Blast Model's stowage which is wonderfully
sculpted and brings the model to life a treat in my

ABOVE: The lower hull assembles together very easily with the fighting
compartment floor, propshaft and ammunition stowage dropping into place.

BELOW: The front of the glacis plate has lots of detail such as subtle weld seams, headlamps, brush
guards and grousers.
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ABOVE: The fit of the glacis plate is reasonably good with just a little filling needed to make good.

ABOVE: The hull sides, engine deck, glacis plate and rear superstructure fit nicely into position with
weld seams included on the parts.

ABOVE: The Blast Models stowage set also includes a casting for the front of the model.

RIGHT: | had to keep the transmission removable so | could paint it, so this took a little thinking through
to get right.

Dragon’s 105mm gun is a cracking kit in its own right with
great detail and excellent fit. The gun has a separate turned
alloy barrel with rifling running down the inside.

opinion. The set was designed around the Academy
kit so needs a little tweaking to fit, but once it's all
in place it looks great. | had to be extra careful with
the stowage mounted on the front of the model
to make sure it fitted well but was still removable
along with the transmission.

The kit suspension, like the rest of the parts,
is crisply cast with no flash, great fit and detail.
Included in the kit is a set of the single-piece DS
tracks which have sharp definition but wonderful
flexibility. | did find, however, that they looked ever
so slightly too long as M3 and M4 tracks don't
normally exhibit much sag. The tracks can be glued
with liquid cement, so in practice one of the links
could be removed to increase the tension. The
tracks can be glued to the sprockets, idlers and
return rollers to get the fit right, though | did find |
needed to put a pin in near the idler just to flatten
the upper run. Overall though, they are a nice
solution compared with individual links which are
very time-consuming and can prove troublesome.

Painting and weathering

The Dragon kit provides decal options for three
Olive Drab vehicles, although for those wishing to
be a bit more adventurous the British North African
schemes offer something different along with
Israeli and other post-war schemes.
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| started by priming all the sub-assemblies with
Halfords' Grey Primer to check for any errors or
blemishes, before giving the model a base coat of
Tamiya Olive Drab XF-62. Highlights and shadows
were then added using Vallejo, Lifecolor and Tamiya
acrylics mixed by eye to get the effect | was looking
for. As Olive Drab seems to show fingerprints quite
well, at this point | gave the model a coat of Citadel
Purity Seal, but | seemed to get a ‘frosting’ on the
paint, so after some careful reworking | then gave
the model a coat of Johnson's Klear.

The stowage was painted in by hand using
Lifecolor acrylics which being a little translucent
are easier to blend together. For the larger areas of
stowage | airbrushed the shadows and highlights on
to speed up the process.

The next step was to start with the weathering
of the vehicle. In the past I've weathered the M
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LEFT: The kit includes a really nice
rendition of the M3 suspension
which assembles together easily.
The kit assemblies were put together
in a dry run to check fit before the
model was primed.

The kit suspension,
like the rest of the
parts, is crisply cast
with no flash, great
fit and detail.

LEFT: The model was sprayed with
Tamiya, Lifecolor and Vallejo acrylics to
get the desired base colours.

BELOW: The front stowage was painted
by hand using Lifecolor acrylics.
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J \.-fL ." ABOVE: Detail of the gun breech from a full-sized vehicle in
. . the ‘Budge Collection’. Photo: Robin Buckland.
-
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ABOVE: The rear stowage was painted by hand and by airbrush,
blending together Lifecolor Acrylics.

RIGHT: MIG Productions ‘Dark Wash’ was used to weather the breech
on the gun with Citadel Bolt Gun Metal being used on the worn and
polished surfaces.

BELOW: The hull of the model completed ready for the gun. The national
insignia was airbrushed on using a mask cut from tape. Dragon’s DS
tracks fit easily but look slightly long.

BELOW: Dry mud was added to the model using MIG Pigments mixed with Plaster of Paris and enamel upper half of a model then done the lower half as
thinners. Oil and Grease effects were added using MIG products. .
an afterthought to some extent, so with my more

recent models I've tried to work from the bottom
up, so the scheme fits together.
| started by making a mixture of Plaster
of Paris, MIG Productions Pigments and
enamel thinners into a paste that could
» "i‘\ be applied using an old paintbrush
. and cocktail stick around
the suspension towers
and randomly on the lower
hull sides. | added MIG
wet effects solution to
this along with oll
and grease stains,
although some of
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ABOVE: A restored M7 Priest from the ‘Budge Collection’. Photo:

this effect was toned down when | gave the lower
half of the model a light overspray with Lifecolor
Dust to blend the effects together a little.

With these dry mud effects in place | then added
some dust streaks using MIG oil colours mixed into
a wash and manipulated with a brush dampened
with thinners. At the top of the model dirt streaks
and shading was added using MIG Dark Wash,
which was also used around the breech on the gun.
The tracks were also weathered using oil colours,
with the insides of the links being left in dark
grey to simulate the rubber on rubber wear of the
roadwheels and rubber track links.

The model was completed by painting in the last
few small details, fitting parts such as the lenses
and fitting the gun and 0.50 cal Browning.

Robin Buckland.

Conclusion

Dragon have produced a kit which is lovely, simple
and straightforward to build yet is not lacking

on detail and provides great opportunities for
enhancements and further details such as engine
bays if the modeller wishes to add these. The
standard of the parts and fit is spot on, with only

a little attention needed here and there. The Blast
Model's stowage really complements Dragon's kit
and brings the model to life.

AFV specialJ"Wl
|| A,
L l J_g‘, .l

S W

Availability
Dragon: All good model shops.

Vallejo Paints: MR Models,
35 Abbey Road, Bearwood,
Birmingham B67 5RA;

Tel: 0121 420 2046.

Lifecolor: Cammett Limited,

Adlen House, Eardisland,
Leominster, Herefordshire,

HR6 9BD; Tel: 01544 388514; email:
cammettco@btinternet.com

Blast Models: 5 rue Crozatier,
75012, Paris, France;
www.blast-models.com
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A side view cutaway from the operator’s manual for the T-24 clearly shows

the configuration of the rear air exhaust plate inside the hull. It also shows the
small platform for the ‘upper turret gunner’ to stand on and the lack of a basket
for the gunner/commander and loader. It also appears that the bow gunner
would have a hard go of things if they rotated the turret around!

o/

=
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S(_)viet T-24 Medium Tank-
First of the Breed

Cookie Sewell
looks at HobbyBoss’
recent 1:35 scale

kit for this seminal
Soviet medium tank.

oviet pre-war tanks have been a lot like
Sthe American comedian and actor Rodney

Dangerfield — “they don't get no respect”.
But in recent years, there have been kits produced
of the T-18, T-26, T-28, T-35, T-37, T-38, BT-5 and
BT-7, and while quality varies from marginal to
excellent they do provide a look at the evolution of
Soviet armoured construction and theory. Now the
companies are starting to relook at them and come
up with modern kits made in China or Japan which
cover these interesting and historic vehicles.

A rear view of the T-12 under

test. This tank appears to have a
grille of some sort under the rear
overhang, which is apparently where
HobbyBoss got the idea the T-24
used the same design.

The first of the breed were the light T-18 (also
called the MS-1 infantry escort tank) and the
medium T-24. While there has been an AER kit
of the T-18 out for more than 10-years, until last
year no one had produced a kit of the T-24. Two
were forecast — one from Trumpeter and one from
HobbyBoss — but the latter was first to market. So,
let’s take a look at this vehicle and the recent kit.

History and background

When the Soviets started their tank industry in
1927, they decided their first two tanks would

be an ‘escort’ tank for infantry support and a
‘manoeuvre’ tank that would be able to provide for
anti-tank support as well as breakthrough capability
for other units. Both tanks were assigned to the
Main Design Bureau of the Weapons and Arsenal
Trust (GBK OAT) in Moscow. Tank design was
overseen by S. Shulakov and specific details of the
manoeuvre tank were tasked to other personnel.
The tank was to be built at the Kharkov Steam
Locomotive Factory (KhPZ) under the direction of
engineer S. Makhonin.

After some preliminary designs based on US and
British tanks of the period, the design was formally
laid out and designated the T-12. Based loosely
on the US T1E1 tank, it was to carry either a
45mm gun or a 60mm howitzer and three 7.62mm
machine guns. Production started in October 1928
and the first prototype was ready by 15th October
1929. It used an M-6 aircraft engine downrated to
180-200hp and a purpose-built transmission with
its armament in a main turret and a small machine
gun turret cupola on top of that turret.
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Testing began in April 1930, but while it showed it
could do well with a top speed of 30kph and the ability
to hit targets with a machine gun of 60% on the move,
it had too many teething troubles which did not appear
to be solvable and as a result was joined in testing by
an improved design. The T-24 design had been
commenced in 1929 to follow the T-12,
and both tanks were presented
for testing in July 1930. But
during testing the T-12
caught fire and as such
was terminated in favour of
the T-24. This tank also had
problems but was improved,
and as such the desire was
now to build 200 T-24 tanks by
the end of 1931.

While this was all well and good, two
things conspired to cut the production of the T-24
short. First was the design of the 'Grotte’ tank by
Eduard Grotte which was a much more advanced
vehicle (on paper) and more appealing to Moscow.
Second was the fact that the Soviets had sent a
purchasing commission abroad and they liked the
Christie M-1932 tank design from the US. As they
purchased that design and the manufacturing rights
to it, the T-24's fate was sealed and production
amounted to only 25 T-24 tanks. All were assigned
to the Kharkov Military District (e.g. close to the
factory) where they formed a single battalion for
training purposes. All of the tanks were taken out of
service in 1938 and in 1940 the decision was made
to take them out of the reserves, strip them down,
and send them to the Far East where they would
serve as fixed fortifications. But this plan was not
completed, and in 1941 the Germans captured the
stripped and inoperative tanks in a storage facility.
Their ultimate fate is unknown but all are believed
to have been scrapped by the Germans and none
exist today.

T-24 details

The T-24 used riveted construction and mounted
eight four-wheel bogie suspension units similar

in design to those used for the smaller T-18 but
larger and more substantial. It used the same sort
of interleaved drive wheels which alternated an
inside/outside mesh with the guide teeth on the
tracks for propulsion. It also used the M-6 engine
of 200hp, but in its case used a different design

of transmission. Maximum armour protection
was 20mm with 8mm being the average plate
thickness; overall weight was 17.8 metric tons
(19.6 short tons). Top speed was only 22.5kph or
around 14mph. Road range was 140-miles.

The tank had a crew of five: driver/mechanic,
bow gunner, turret gunner/commander, loader, and
upper turret machine gunner. The Soviets described
it as having three ‘layers’ of armament: a 7.62mm
DT machine gun in a ball mount in the bow; a
second DT at the front of the turret to the right
of the 45mm cannon, a third one on the left side
of the main turret, and a fourth DT in the 'upper
machine gun turret’ or cupola. The philosophy
behind it was that the tank could position itself so
all four machine guns could cover 90 degree arcs or
360 degrees around the vehicle.

The sole accomplishment of the T-24 was
donating its running gear to the Komintern artillery
tractor — which did enter full-scale production

and served with honour during the
Great Patriotic War (available
as a 1:35 scale kit from

Trumpeter, item 05540).

The author’s completed 1:35 scale
T-24 tank model.

The sole accomplishment
of the T-24 was donating
its running gear to the
Komintern artillery
tractor — which did enter
full-scale production...

A side view of a T-24 under test. This one has the 45mm gun fitted
but none of the machine guns, and a plug has been installed on the
left side of the turret where the ball mount should fit.
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PHOTO 1: The new rear plate in place
for the radiator air exhaust vent.
Nothing fancy, just a section of .040”
styrene trimmed to fit.

PHOTO 2: The suspension in place and
detailed with styrene bolt heads and
etched-brass details before ‘wrapping”
the tracks. Fitting the plate tracks to
the drivers was easier than it looked.

A T-24 undergoing mobility testing

without its armament. This one appears
to have a headlight stuck up in the turret
machine gun mount’s position.
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In kit form

The HobbyBoss kit (item 82493) is a nicely done
affair of 389 parts (175 in tan styrene, 144 in brown
styrene, 70 etched-brass). It is easier to build

than some previous or current kits from the same
company but has two minor pitfalls. For reasons
best known to themselves HobbyBoss left off the
complete air intake for the radiator, located above
the right trackguard of the tank. They faithfully

copied the correct shape of the intake but only
moulded its end view on the right sponson rear
plate. Also, apparently in confusion with the T-12,
they added an air exhaust grille at the rear of the
hull which does not appear on the actual vehicles in
either plans or photographic evidence. Happily, both
items are fairly easy to fix.

Modelling the T-24

Like most tanks, assembly starts with building the
hull pan. | replaced the upper rear plate with one
made from styrene that matched the one on the
cutaway view for length and depth. This was a
simple fix. (Photo 1)

The suspension is complex but most of the parts
are easy to sort out and goes together well. The kit
provides a large number of etched-brass bolt heads
for dealing the units as well as the eight shackles
on the lower hull, but | replaced all of them with
Plastruct hex rod slices. (Photo 2)
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The model sails together and even the single link
tracks are not a major problem, and were so easy
to assemble that, once cleaned up, | got both tracks
done in a single sitting! But there were some minor fit
problems with the superstructure, and the first one |
ran into was under the fixed plate for the bow gunner’s
machine gun mount. | had to shim it with a strip of
.020" styrene. (Photo 3)

| had the same problem with the rear sponson plate
on the left side and again had to put in a shim from
.020" styrene — | trimmed it flush when dry. (Photo 4)

To fix the errant radiator air intake, | first copied
the size and shape of the right sponson end plate
from .030" styrene to replace the kit's part. | then
cut out the section of the kit's right sponson rear
plate that matched the shape of the air intake and
then used it as a master to cut an identical size
section out of .040" styrene to form its base end
against the new sponson plate; afterwards a section
of .020" styrene was rolled to shape to match it.
The new rear sponson plate received scrap details
and hex rod bolt heads. Finally, | wrapped a strip of
.010" styrene over the formed intake shroud for the
overhang at the rear to simulate the fit of the actual
vehicle, and once dry installed it to the hull. The
finished intake shroud is 27mm long. (Photo 5)

| added hex rod bolt heads to the rear plate and also
a small device which appears to be the power feed for
a taillight (some plans and photos appear to show one
in that spot). (Photo 6)

The turret offered no problems other than the
left side DT machine gun. Whereas the other three
machine guns are left flexible, this one is fixed and care
must be taken with the gun as it is quite fragile. | went
through three barrels and five repairs before completing
the model! | also swapped the etched-brass mounting
strap from the muffler for one from .010" styrene
which made it easier to mount and adjust the muffler in
position on the side of the hull. (Photo 7)

PHOTO 3: The strip of styrene under the machine gun mount plate
is obvious in this shot. Fit overall was pretty good, considering how
many parts go together to form the upper bow.

PHOTO 6: The rear plate with its detailing
in place. As noted there is no evidence <
that it had a mesh grille as built. -—-'r‘\

F A »
PHOTO 7: Front left view

of the completed model
prior to finishing.

All of the modifications
show up in this photo.

PHOTO 4: The only other place with poor fit was the left rear
sponson. A strip of styrene filled the gap and was easily
trimmed down to fit.

PHOTO 5: The scratchbuilt radiator air intake cowl in place.
Note where the section of the original right rear sponson plate
has been used to form the rear of the cowl (as it should).
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PHOTO 8: Right rear view with the new
cowl! quite visible in place.

PHOTO 9: Rear view with four changes
visible in this photo.

PHOTO 10: Head-on view. There isn't
much ‘there’ on a T-24!

(o]

The last thing to be added was the
tail skid which is nicely done — no

L]
The sacrificial lamb! All Soviet 1 major ejection pins marks and no

¢ . ¢ )
f,fr’i’:; i’;’;i’,i’;”f;],;‘,’jif{;’f‘;{ﬁ,e & - problems with assembly or mounting
actually shot at with every - ..i to the hull. (Photo 8)

weapon they thought the tank -3, With some last minute adjustment

would conceivably face. As can
be seen here, apparently a lot of
them could defeat it.

&t ! and clean-up, the model was ready for
S0 00, finishing (Photos 9 & 10).

o i 'j'-.
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Finishing

| used my latest finishing technique on this model.
First, | sprayed the entire model with Floquil
Railroad Brunswick Green, a very dark

black green shade. (Photos 11 & 12)

Once dry, it was then top-coated it with
Floquil Pullman Green and overshot with a
misting coat of Floquil Depot Green. The result
looks the part as a shade of 4BO protective
green’ paint. (Photos 13 & 14) 3 PHOTO 11: Front left view of the

model after receiving the Brunswick
Green paint coat.

PHOTO 12: Rear right view of the
model after receiving the Brunswick
Green paint coat.

PHOTO 13: Front left view of the
model after getting the Pullman Green
coat and a dusting of Depot Green.

PHOTO 14: Rear right view of the
model after getting the Pullman Green
coat and a dusting of Depot Green.

www.militarymodelling.com
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PHOTO 15: Model after receiving detail painting of the muffler
and machine gun barrels.

PHOTO 16: The model after receiving its base coat of Future
acrylic wax.

PHOTO 17: The model after adding the
decals and before adding the washes
and dry-brushing to the surfaces.

After that | finished up detail painting of the
model, which for this one meant only the machine
guns and the muffler. | left the roadwheel tyres and
tracks in Brunswick Green as it also makes a good
weathered black shade. (Photo 15)

The next step was overshooting the entire model
in Future acrylic floor wax (formerly Klear in the UK,
but now known as Pledge Multi-Surface Wax, Ed).

This is the preparatory step before adding decals
and washes. (Photo 16)

| used the kit markings as | found they were
actually fairly accurate. This tank was serial number
017 out of 25 built, and those numbers went on the
‘cheeks’ of the bow armour plate. The markings
for this tank were based on a short-term use
system that the Soviet RKKA tried
to set up in 1929, in which a
coloured ring symbolized the

battalion of assignment (red —
1st, white — 2nd, yellow -3rd)
and the company number
inside it was written like a
fraction (e.g. top number the
company, bottom number the
platoon). The specific tank number
was given as a large Arabic number. So for this
vehicle, it should read 1st Battalion, 1st Company,
1st Platoon, 3rd tank. But from Russian research
into these markings, the white markings should not
be a cross but numbers over each other — in this
case 1 over 2. That would make it 1st Company
2nd Platoon. This specific tank was using these
markings in the 1933 Kharkov Military District

manoeuvres. (Photo 17)

The model then received a variety of washes
using AK Interactive prepared washes and
"filters’. A rust colour was lightly applied to the
tracks (these tanks were the ‘stars’ of their time
so kept in top shape until considered
obsolete) and then a light rub of

Rub'n’Buff Antique Silver was used
to shine up the faces of the tracks.
The entire vehicle was dry-brushed
with Testors’ Model Maker Interior
Green and then overshot with a

coat of Testors’ Dullcote to seal the
paint, hide the decal film, and level the

finish. After applying weathering powders from

ModelMakerZ the entire model received a coat

of Floquil Dust to kill any shine and seal the

powders in place. (Photos 18-22).

|

82 Military Modelling Vol.44 No.4 2014



AFV special

PHOTO 18: Right rear view of the
completed model.

PHOTO 19: Front left view of the
completed model. Not much dirt as
these were ‘showpiece’ tanks.

PHOTO 20: Left side showing light mud and dust along the
lower hull and roadwheels.

PHOTO 21: When they wanted to the tank’s crew could

put three machine guns and the cannon against a specific
target. But the idea was to cover 360 degrees by turning the
turret to the left and reversing the ‘small turret’ 180 degrees
to cover the right (the left side gun would cover the rear of
the tank). Interesting to compare this tank with the US M2A1
which came along 10-years later!

PHOTO 22: Rear view. The unditching skid did not

seem to get scraped up very badly and most photos
indicate them covered with mud rather than
scrapes from sliding over obstacles.

www.militarymodelling.com
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PHOT%IZ-?: ”P;ipa-’” Theh fap'/y | decided to put my T-18 model (built about 13-years
O A o0 = ago) next to the T-24 for fun and it makes the family
obvious in this photo. resemblance (the same design team did design both

tanks) quite obvious. Both tanks use the same design
of suspension, tracks and construction, and both are still
fitted with the unditching tail at the rear of the hull. The
5-man T-24 is a lot bigger than the T-18, to be sure; but
both tanks combine more firepower than their crews
could probably realistically handle in combat and neither
one has a truly dedicated commander, a flaw that Soviet
tanks took with them into WW?2. (Photos 23-24)

LEFT: A front view of a
T-24 minus its armament.
Apparently they did not receive
their production numbers
until finished as there are no

l markings on this tank.

ABOVE: One of the military parades

in Kiev with a T-26 ‘Twin Turret’ tank el VR AP

(Model 1931) in front of a T-24. No e s 4
date but obviously the early 1930s. -. @
. - -
Y .
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Conclusion

It's a bit of a shame that HobbyBoss got the air
intake wrong as this is a spot on model for the most
part in other areas. While it may not receive wide
popularity, it's nice to have a ‘complete the record’
model of this seminal Soviet tank. MM

PHOTO 24: The commonality of design features — driver-
mechanic’s position, multiple separate gun mounts, riveted
construction and plate angles — stands out when both tanks
are viewed head on.

RIGHT: A rear view of a T-24 showing the differences between the T-12 and T-24.
As can be seen the rear plate is solid and there is no grille over the radiator air
exhaust opening. The air intake cowl can just be seen on the right side.

www.militarymodelling.com
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ermany's
‘Great Panjandrum’!

Peter Gillson builds Meng's 1:35 scale model for
the strange-looking one-off VsKfz 617 Minenraumer
mine-clearing vehicle.

Tony Greenland's book Panzer Modelling

Masterclass and | remmember thinking what
a wonderfully useless vehicle it was — but one
which would make an interesting addition to any
collection. Most of my modelling is either near
scratchbuilding or converting, but every now and
then a bit of plain, straightforward kit bashing’ is
needed. When | saw this kit in a small independent
model shop while on holiday | thought it would
be great for such an occasion, as well as being
be a good opportunity to build the kit and
evaluate a new manufacturer at the same time.

The author’s completed model. The first time | saw this vehicle was in

History

The vehicle was a joint design by Alkett,
Krupp and Daimler-Benz, with the first
prototype being built during 1942 by Alkett
of Berlin and designated VsKfz 617. Ata
time when the German Army was advancing
eastwards and suffering heavy losses from

Russian minefields, the intention was for the
vehicle to be able to clear a path for German
troops or vehicles. The design was simple
enough, three wheels each with huge steel
pressure pad ‘feet” which would put force on
the mines causing them to detonate.

The armour of the hull varied between 10-

40mm with the floor shielding of 40mm. Inside the

superstructure there was additional shielding of

20mm, which when combined with its height was
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designed to resist the explosion of mines. On top of
the superstructure was a PzKpfw [ tank turret which
was equipped with two 7.92mm MG-34 machine
guns for close defence. WWhen moving any steering
was effected by a rear wheel controlled by a system
of chains, but the use of a Maybach HL-12 engine
resulted in it being underpowered for its weight.

Although a creative design it suffered from a
number of design faults, the most obvious being
that the two front wheels and the rear did not
overlap so the vehicle would clear three relatively
narrow tracks rather than a single wide one. The
weak armour could not provide effective protection,
while its height and slow speed would have made
it a very easy target. The size of the wheels also
meant that if it was covering rough ground, any
mines in dips in the ground could easily be missed.
All'in all, a not a very effective vehicle.

Only one is known to exist which was captured
by the Russian Army during April 1945 at the
Kummersdorf testing grounds. The vehicle is now
in the Kubinka Museum outside Moscow.

In kit form

The kit was the first release from new manufacturer
Meng (item SS-001). The parts which are presented
in a sturdy box consist of only three sprues, two
relate to the two large wheels, the third has parts
for the rear wheel and details for the body of the
vehicle. The two parts which make the body are
nicely packaged in a separate area in the box, as

is the turret. A nice touch is that all of the ‘feet’

and type of chain links which they fix to are safely
protected in separate blister packaging. There is no
etched-brass, but there is a length of brass chain for
the steering chains. The instructions are in the form
of a little booklet and are very clear, also containing
a brief history of the vehicle. The moulding of the
parts is really good and easily up to the standards of
other Far East manufacturers.

Construction

This is a very simple vehicle to build, just a couple

of evening's work required. The first stage is to

assemble some hooks by fixing the hook to a little

mounting bracket. | found the easiest method was

to glue to hook onto the bracket while the latter was

still attached to the sprue. The next few stages relate

to the main body, two parts make the body with

remainder being details such as hatches and hooks.
The ‘feet’ on the wheels are mounted on

large chain-links and their construction was
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UsKfz 617

= 1 S S AT DR NI Y 11‘35 s

The kit box, note the colour of the vehicle on the artwork.

assembl
1 RAFHIL

ABOVE: Stage one, making the
tiny hooks.

LEFT: Length of the chain with the
‘feet” added.
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TOP: Length of the wheel chain, with the
wheel and the last of the feet to add.

ABOVE: The chain being wound onto
the wheel.

RIGHT: A completed wheel.

BELOW: All three completed wheels.

88

straightforward enough, with small ‘pegs’ being
used to fix the feet in place so they would be
secure but still able to move. To fit the peg, holes in
three parts had to be aligned exactly. The method |
used was to fit the hollow peg onto a cocktail stick
so that | could wiggle the peg into place. The only
filler I needed was to fill some depressions on the
sides of the large chain links. A very nice touch

is that the feet are moulded with a metal block
inside which gives them weight to help them hang
correctly and makes it quite a heavy model.

The chains, now with the feet attached, are
wound around the wheels — this is where there is
an oddity. Each of the 10 chain links has three teeth,
30 teeth in all, but the wheel on the other hand has
only 28 holes for the teeth to fit into — in effect the
chains with the feet are too long for the wheels
they fit around! Without access to the actual vehicle
we have to assume the kit is correct, presumably
the logic is that such a loose fit would allow three
feet to touch the ground at once, but such a design
is very strange and | cannot help but think it would
make movement more difficult. Many WW1 guns
had similar arrangements and after | had finished
the build | noticed that many also seemed to have
the same slack.

All'in all, it was a pleasantly simple vehicle to
build, easily within the capabilities of a beginner,
building into a sizable vehicle, and thanks to the
metal in the feet, a heavy one!

What colour?

The instructions provide three different
camouflage options all for unknown units in
Kursk, 1943 but all seem speculative, | could find
no record of the vehicle actually seeing combat.
Photographs of the actual vehicle at Kubinka look
green, but as the Germans never used this green
it looks as though the vehicle has been over
painted. Indeed, in some photos it appears as a
sand colour so it definitely looks as if it has been
painted since the war. Some commentators have
suggested Panzer Grey as the original finish,
indeed the box art is of a grey vehicle, and there
is logic for this colour since all German vehicles
were painted in this shade at the start of the war.
The order changing the basic colour of German
vehicles from Panzer Grey to a Dunkelgelb base
colour with disruptive pattern (HM 1943, Nr. 181
and 322) was not issued until February 1943 and
since the prototype was built in 1942 it does
seem likely that it would have been painted only
Panzer Grey, at least initially.

In short, we do not know what colour it was when
the Russian Army captured it, although it is likely
to have been painted grey when built (in 1942) but
could have been painted in 3-colour camouflage after
February 1943 but in what pattern is anybody's guess.

Interestingly the ‘feet’ are shown in the painting
suggestions as being black, but why since they
were metal and not rubber would they be painted
black? | know that the actual vehicle has the ‘feet’
painted black but surely it is more logical for them
to have been painted the same colour as the body?

The only colour | am 100% sure it would have
been painted is red primer — all German vehicles
were painted in red primer. Since the vehicle looks
a like a science fiction one | thought that painting it

Military Modelling Vol.44 No.4 2014
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With construction completed

the model awaits painting. Primed with Halfords’

Red Primer.

in red primer would, not only be accurate, but also
more fun! It would also give me an excuse to use
the red primer set produced by AK Interactive.

Painting

Normally | prime my vehicles in either Halfords’
Grey or White, but on this occasion | opted for
Halfords' Red Primer which would be the perfect
basecoat. The AK Interactive set consists of six
colours which progressively build up the colour of
the WW2 German red primer and | did this as per
the following stages:

1. Applying the dark shadow to the deepest

recesses. In order to add a little interest | painted all
of the shoes in the dark shadow so that they would
be a darker red than the remainder of the vehicle. All The Red primer
of the paints were applied using my trusty Badger shadow applied.
airbrush with the air pressure set at about 15psi.

2. A dark base is applied to a slightly larger area.

3. Primer base is applied to all but the highlight
areas, and to create some subtle tonal variations, it
was applied in a patchy manner onto the large side
panels. At this stage the vehicle looks brown which
is a little disconcerting!

4. Light base is applied over pretty much the
whole vehicle.

5. Highlight shade is added along the edges of the
panels especially the upper surfaces.

6. This should be applying a sheen coats, but |

decided at this stage to give the vehicle a thin wash
of black oil paint along all panel lines and around

www.militarymodelling.com
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Red primer dark base applied.

Red primer base applied.

Light base applied.

Red primer highlights added.

rivets and other details to enhance the shadow
areas. This is a slow process of dampening a small
area with turpentine, then applying the diluted oil
paint and took a full evening to apply. When this had
dried | used the highlight colour to add a little more
definition to the highlights before applying the final
AK Interactive colour, the sheen shade.

Base and figure

Initially I intended to mount the model on ground
with the feet having made slight depressions which
would emphasis its purpose and weight, but it
would be unlikely to have undergone field trials
while painted in its primer coat.

There is so much speculation and uncertainty
about this vehicle that | decided to mount it on
concrete as if during its construction process.

The method of constructing the base was as per
Emmanuel Nouaillier's Foam Board Concrete
articles in MIM Vol.42 No.2 and No.4.

| needed to add a figure to give a real sense of size
to the vehicle so | searched my spares box and came
up with one that | think is okay. He was supposed
to be reading a newspaper but | changed this for a
blueprint of the vehicle which | found on the Internet.

After having the wash of thinned black oil paint applied.
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Views of the author’s completed model.

Conclusion

This was a delightful (and quick) kit to assemble of
very unusual subject and is of good quality. Meng
are certainly a manufacturer to look out for and |
have already purchased their kit of the British A39
Tortoise tank. Painting the Minenrdumer in red
primer was a different challenge which was great
fun, and resulted in a model which really stands out
in my collection — | do sometimes get asked if it is
a sci-fi model! As | said at the beginning, there are
times when a little simple ‘kit bashing’ is needed,
and this was a simple but fun kit to build. MM

www.militarymodelling.com

Technical data

Length: 6.5m (21.33ft.).
Width: 3.17m (10.40ft.).
Height: 1.28m (9.19f1).
Armour thickness: 34 - 40mm.
Weight: 55-tons.

Engine: 300hp.

Speed: 15 - 20kph.

Armament: 2 x 7.9mm MG34 machine-guns in a fully rotating PzKpfw [ turret.
Crew: Three.
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— ULTIMATE 1/6th SCALE ALL METAL KITS

ARMORIEK =~ &

THE TANK MUSEUM

Model to feature in new exhibition ‘Warhorse to Horsepower’

Tllustration and graphic design by www.studiomitchell.co.uk

Price £3,995-00+p&p (incl. VAT)

(Motors/Electronics and special effects are optional extras)

STRICTLY LIMITED EDITION

— Mark IV Tank

Commemorating the centenary
of WW1, we are pleased to
present the British Mark IV Tank,
available to build as an all

metal kit.

Featuring:

* Pressed steel track and roller
chain assembly

= Option of either ‘Male’ or
‘Female’ Mark 1V, with parts
for both versions supplied as
standard

* Complete rivet detailing

All models will be engraved with
the Armortek name and a unique
serial number guaranteeing the
authenticity of your model.

*The ‘War Horse' Tank. ( Picture courtesy of the Tank Museum )

Visit our web site for more details S
www.armortek.co.uk | e-mail: sales@armortek.co.uk | Telephone: +44 (0) 1404 892956
22 Flightway Business Park, Dunkeswell, Devon. EX14 4RD




1:35™ SCALE UNPAINTED RESIN FIGURE KITS

FIRST LEGION presents our new range of 1/35th
scale high quality unpainted resin figure kits.
LATEST NEWS - VA

FLAS074 Artillery Lo
F135075 Artillery L

: P . L FL35077
FL35074 il - e FL35078

First Leglon FL540[}1 FL5400'5 54mm Unpainted Metal Flgure Klts now in stock
and shipping to customers and resellers worldwide!

Goverad Edooand Colbort " FL54004 Lond Udoidpe

TE Y @ N J5[I ST(‘)
WWW.FIRSTLEGIONLTD.COM

Tel. +1 978 925 5067 « E-mail: info@firstlegionltd.com

FL54005




Did you know that you can now download issues of
Military Modelling direct to your mobile device or smart phone?*

For just £2.92 per issue you can download
digital issues of Military Modelling,

allowing youltes The final rusting place!

m
Fabulous relics at the National Armor & Cavalry Museu

B Read your magazine without an internet
connection

B Keep your issues forever without needing
lots of storage space

Receive your magazine before it hits the
shops - regardless of your location

PLUS you can access our Online
Archive** of back issues, dating back
to January 2007!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Visit: www.subscription.co.uk/mtmd/DGO01
Call: 0844 543 8200 and quote ref. DGO1

FOR PRINT & PRINT + DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTIONS PLEASE VISIT
WWW.MILITARYMODELLING.COM/SUBSCRIBE

*Digital downloads are currently available on iPad, iPhone, Android & Kindle Devices. You can also download to an Offline Reader on PC Computers.

**Please note terms & conditions apply - visit www.militarymodelling.com/terms for full terms & conditions. MyTimeMedia Ltd reserves the right to
withdraw this offer at any time without prior notice. Phone lines are open 8am-9:30pm & Saturday 8am — 4pm GMT. Overseas subscribers please
call +44 1858 437 798. BT Landline calls to 0844 numbers will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles will usually cost more.




EUROMILITAIRE
20 & 21 September 2()14

The Leas CIiff Hall, Folkestone

international traders 32 Competition Classes
manufacturers and materials open to all - no preregistration

g
L7
5
_—

§
£

military and civilian figures, the finest miniature
vehicles, vignettes, dioramas flats, art and sculpture
fantasy, wildlife, costume, history to be seen
imagination - something for everyone worldwide

Pre-order your tickets today at:

or email: david.holden@mytimemedia.com



MiLiraeY Next issue

Volume 44 No.5 will be on sale 18th April 2014

® Norman in the woodwork!
Painting an El Greco Miniatures’ resin bust

® Razzle Dazzle!
St Chamond in fancy camouflage scheme

® 1st Army Tank Brigade
Continuing the story of 1ATB |
in France 1939-40

® Krupp Steyr Waffentrager

Trumpeter’s model gets the ‘colour modulation technique’

See more about what's in Military Modelling magazine month-to-month in forthcoming issues and see some of the articles you may have missed
from past issues and subscription offers on our website: www.militarymodelling.com

As a Military Modelling subscriber you will also be able to unlock modelling articles, have access to the current issue and back numbers you may
have missed, and other features that do not appear in the magazine or openly on the website's pages. ..

Don’t forget! Issue No.5 will be published on 18th April 2014 price £4.60 — don't miss it! Order your copy now! Or better still why not make it
your first copy in a year's subscription to Military Modelling magazine? See our subscriptions offer on page 4 in this issue...

H: YOU cant alyvays flnd a COpy Please reserve/deliver my copy of Military Modelling
Of thIS magazme, he|p IS at on aregular basis, starting With iISSU€..........cc.covoveeeeereeeeeecee.

hand! Complete this form and
hand in at your local store,
they’II arrange for a copy of
each issue to be AGAIESS....oeeeseeeoses ettt
reserved for you.
Some stores may
even be ab|e TO | e
arrange for it to be Postcode
delivered to your
home. Just ask!

Title.ovoee. FirST NAME.. e

SUIMNAIMIE. ..ottt ettt s e en et

Telephone NUMDBET.......ccovoiieeeeeeeeeee e

Contents may be subject to change.
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MILITARY
MODELLING ==

BOOKS // KITS // MODELS

Classifieds

FOR SALE

47 back issues of
Military Modelling
7 between May 1971
and December 1972.

40 between January 1990
and July 1995.

Genuine offers welcome

For details call Sue on
07879 445629 or email:

suebaker1@sky.com

sandscratchers.com

' 1/350to 1/16 scale

= Name It! <

Name plates for modellers by modellers.
20 sizes, 15 fonts, 24 finishes.
£2-50 to £4-50 each,
including engraving.

We can now also engrave borders and
badges/symbols on the name plates

Send an s.a.e. for a leaflet to:
Name It!,

12 Savay Lane, Denham Green, Denham,
Bucks UB3 5NH or tel 01895 832757
email: nameit@fsmail.net
www.nameitplates.co.uk

online soon

28mm to-120mmscale

Mdd__el Kits, Figures ﬂnd.Busts’ — (

Wargaming Sets, Diorama & Scenic Kits |
Paints, Brushes, Inks and Powders

and full range of Rembrandt Artist-Oils. 7

—_ Fantastic Iwata Airbrushes, Osprey Books,™ ; i
)" Tools, Equipment and Accessories. ;*=* ¢
“Opening hours: Nov-Feb - 10-5.30 pm weekends =
-' (weekdays vary please phone first) —~ =
33 Marine Terrace, Margate, Kent « Tel: 01843 225551

Airbrusch Co.

Albion Alloys

Armortek
B

Barwell Bodyworks 9

British Model Soldier Society 8

Bookworld Wholesale 6&7
C

Classified & Shop Guides 97 & 98
E

Euromilitaire Show 95
F

First Legion 93

www.militarymodelling.com

! {

UNMADE PLASTICKITS
BOUGHT AND SOLD

New kits discounted,
g secondhand at reasonable prices

www.kingkit.co.uk

Kingkit, Unit 8, Cedar Court,
Halesfield 17, TELFORD TF7 4PF
Tel: 01952 586457

M
MMS Classic Models

o
Optum Sylmasta

S
Stresa 2014
Subscriptions

T
The Tank Museum

\"4
Vectis Auctions

w
Wingnut Wings

(}

// SHOP GUIDES //

BIRMINGHAM SOUTH WALES

PARABELLUM
54 \fyse Street, Hockley
Birmingham B18 6HR
sales@paparbellum.co.uk
Tel: 0121 551 B87B Fax: 0121 707 1471
Opening hours:
Thursday, Friday,
Saturday 11.00-17.30 GMT
We stock 1/35, 1/48, 1/72 by Tamiya, ltaleri,
Fuman, Pst, Revell, Trumpeter eic.
Paints by Veliejo, Tamiya, Andrea
- Mail Order ——
:é_v www.parabellum.co.uk Y54

R&R HOBBIES

NEW SHOP NOW OPEN:
16 PICTON ARCADE, SWANSEA SA13BE

Tl 01792 468 749
www.randrhobbies.co.uk
email: sales@randrhobbies.co.uk
Opening hours: Mon - Sat 9.30am to 5pm. Thur 6pm
All debit/credit cards accepted
We stack a large selection of kits, in all scales,

scenics, paints including Vallejo, balsawood
& balsa wood. Squadron & Osprey publications.

MASSACHUSETTES MID GLAMORGAN

HOBBY BUNKER, INC
33 Exchange St
Maiden, MA 02148
Phone: (781) 321-8855
Fax: (781) 321-8866

Email: matt@hobbybunker.com
www.hobbybunker.com

Mon-Sat 10.00am-6.00pm
Sun 12.00pm-5pm
Until 8pm on Thursday

R&R HOBBIES

70 NEW ROAD, PORTHCAWL,
BRIDGEND CF36 5DG

Tel: 01656 858 083
www.randrhobbies.co.uk
emall: sales@randrhobbies.co.uk
Opening hours: Mon - Sat 9.30am to Spm. Thur 6pm
Al debit/credit cards accepted
We stock a large selection of kits, in all scales,
scenics, paints including Vallejo, balsawoad
& balsa wood, Squadron & Osprey publications.

World-wide suppliers of high quality hobby

materials & magazines

CHiStOfX for modellers. Historic,

)

Military and Fantasy
kits and much more!

WEiI_ington House -157 Snargate Stree_t, Dover, Kent (T179BZ

www.historexagents.com

Folkestone
September
20th & 21st

Book your tables now!

/1

o
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Classifieds MILITARY MODELLING

A comprehensive rangelofitools, decalsfand fittingsifory

plane and/generallaviation modeller.

Turnbuckles, rigging/accessories, strutymakinggtools,

303 The Broadway,
Bexleyheath, Kent DAG 8DT _.
Tel/Fax: 020 8298 7177
Evenings: 01322 521433

Generall[Enquiries : 01202]5;11232

Dpen: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat - 9.30-5.
Closed Wednesday. Please send S.A.E.+70p for list.

o World War I 5t & 6" July 2014 - Abbey Fields, Colchester, Essex

THE SOLDIERS Buy tickets now www.colchestermilitarytournament.co.uk
or call 0844 871 8819
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/ectis

AUCTIONS LTD M|

COLLECTABLE TOY SPECIALISTS

WANTED

COMPOSITION

TINPLATE FIGURES
MILITARIA
MODERN ISSUES
PLASTIC

RESIN

METAL
MULTIMEDIA

BRITAINS MILITARY

ATTACKING INFANTRY

PRERER-EEL GO 5011 0VER THE T0P”

SOLDIER BOOKS

Next sale 28th March 2014

Military, Civilian Figures, Equipment & Accessories

For more information regarding forthcoming sales - visit www. vectis.co.uk
Live internet bidding available at www.vectis.co.uk and www.invaluable.com

The UK's feading Auction House for Collectablie Toys
WWW.VECTIS.CO.UK

VECTIS AUCTIONS, FLECK WAY, THORNABY, STOCKTON-ON-TEES, TS17 9]1Z

TELEPHONE - 01642 750616

=k
FAX - 01642 769478 E-MAIL - ADMIN@VECTIS.CO.UK —J
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e

© Jay Laverty.
-  Models by Jay Laverty

)" i\\\ | - ' >
R gig%

‘:Be'
Call us for more mfb}matlonQ

f The Airbrush Company

The Airtbrush Company Ltd. Marlborough Road, Lancing Business Park, LLancing, West Sussex BN15 8UF

www.Airbrushes.com 01903 767800  sales@airbrushes.com



