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Editorôs Corner 

This edition of Focal Point contains two 

articles from our fearless leader, Presi-

dent Jim Eichelman, including Patriot 

Day Ride 2012 and To Theme or Not to 

Theme, and another installment of Col-

lectorôs Corner by Gordon Risk, titled 

Balda Welta. In addition, there were 

contributions to the Member News and 

Words of Wisdom sections by Steve 

Oney. 

Please send me your submissions for 
the next newsletter by October 20th to 
d_bovenkamp@yahoo.com.  
 
All types of submissions are welcome, 

including: 

¶ Written article on a topic or technique you are passionate about 

and would like to share with the membership (prefer 

with photos, but 

could submit text-only 

articles) 

¶ Photos you'd like to 

share, including images 

of BCC members in ac-

tion on field trips 

¶ Photography quotes, po-

ems or haikus 

¶ Interesting photography 

websites, apps, books, 

magazines, articles, vid-

eos, etc. 

¶ Opportunities for future 

photo shoots, museum/

gallery/studio visits, etc.  

Your Friendly Neighborhood 

Focal Point Editor:  

Diane Bovenkamp  

Thanks to Jim Eichelman, Gordon Risk, Steve Oney, and Jim Voeglein for their contributions to this issue. 
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2012-2013 BCC Leadership  

 

Officers (Board):  

President: Jim Eichelman  

1st VP, Competitions: Rebecca Rothey  

2nd VP, Programs: Michael Navarre  

Secretary: Karen Messick (Past President)  

Treasurer: Michael Boardman  

Members at Large: Errol Bennett, Buzz 

 Charnock, Lewis Katz, Steve  

 Harman (Past President)  

 

Committee Members:  

Contest Committee: Rebecca Rothey, 

 Karen Dillon, Diane Bovenkamp  

Projection and Image Upload Committee: 

 Sukumar Balachandran, Jim  

 Eichelman, Jim Voeglein, Jeffery 

 Wolk  

Program Committee: Michael  

 Navarre,  Sukumar Balachandran, 

 Buzz Charnock, John Davis, Steve  

 Dembo, Steve Harman, Bernard 

 Icore, Lewis Katz, Steven Oney, 

 Karen Messick  

Field Outing Committee: Lewis Katz  

House Committee: Gary Faulkner  

Goucher Workship Committee: TBD  

Nominating Committee: Gordon Risk  

Member and Visitor Badges: Bob Hansen  

Banquet Coordinator: John Davis  

Camera School Coordinator: Mel Holden  

Website Coordinator: Steven Oney  

 

Focal Point Editor:  

Diane Bovenkamp  

Federal Hill: In Honor of Patriot Day  
© Diane Bovenkamp  
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To Theme or Not To Theme  
By Jim Eichelman  

One of the controversies each year revolves around the idea of themed         

competitions. 

Some say it puts members at a disadvantage if they do not photograph that genre 

or those subjects. Others say it levels the playing field as the images are going to 

be similar. The judges will not be comparing landscapes to people to action shots 

to macro shots of flowers to... 

One of the missions of the Club is to get members out taking photographs, explor-

ing different techniques, and hopefully expanding their skills. To that end, we coor-

dinate field shoots based on 

the themes to help mem-

bers. In my years with the 

Club, one thing I have found 

out about Club members is that they are never shy to 

share their photographic knowledge or skills. This is 

one of the greatest benefits of Club membership and I 

encourage everyone to take advantage of these oppor-

tunities. 

We try and keep themes general, open ended, and 

leave interpretation to the photographer and judge(s). 

Additionally, themed competitions are announced early 

in the year so that members have plenty of time to pre-

pare images. Our first themed competition of the year is 

a Print Competition on November 1 with the theme of 

ñTextures/Shapes.ò 

The three remaining themed competitions are: 

¶ January 17 Digital Competition with ñDarkness/

Shadowsò as the theme 

¶ March 7 Print Competition with ñPeopleò as the 

theme 

¶ May 9 Digital Competition with ñReflectionsò as the 

theme 
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Jim Eichelman  
© Diane Bovenkamp  

2012-2013 Themed Competitions (Poster Created by Karen Dillon)  
© Diane Bovenkamp  
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Patriot Day Ride 2012  
By Jim Eichelman  

As a tribute to Patriot Day, Chesapeake Harley Davidson teamed with  

McAvoyôs in Parkville for the 2012 Patriot Day Ride on Sunday, September 

9th. More than 100 bikes participated in the ride from Darlington (near     

Conowingo Dam) to Parkville. 

 

 

 

 

 

As the group was gathering, there 

were tributes to those who lost their 

lives that fateful day eleven years ago. 

Moments of  silence were held at the 

time of each airplane crash and when 

the two World Trade Center towers 

fell. 

 

 

 

There were bikers from all walks of life 

and many Veterans and first respond-

ers participated. Many of the partici-

pants sported shirts, patches and hats 

as a tribute to those lost on 9/11. 

Quite a few of the bikes themselves 

pay tribute to the military and a num-

ber also carried the Stars and Stripe 

for the ride. 
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© Diane Bovenkamp 

Stars ónô Stripes Helmet © Jim Eichelman  

Black Tank  © Jim Eichelman  
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Patriot Day Ride 2012  
By Jim Eichelman  

 

 

One of the challenges in photographing motorcycle or 

car shows is the close proximity of subjects. A technique 

I use to capture images is to isolate details and get in 

real close. The technique requires climbing around at 

ground level, most of the time on hard and often hot 

parking lots. A few years ago I was walking around 

Dickôs Sporting Goods and spotted a foam stadium seat 

that I thought would make a great kneeling pad for days 

like this. A few weeks later I was at a car show with the 

late Jay Daley and he asked me why I had the seat teth-

ered to my belt. After seeing me save my knees he 

wanted to borrow the pad. Not all of the accessories we 

use are in our camera bags. 

 

 

 

 

Let us not forgot those who lost their lives 

on 9/11/2001 and everyone who has have 

given their ñlast full measureò. 
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