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Editorôs Corner 

I hope that you had a fantastic holi-
day and subsequently survived Snow-
mageddon 2016! I foresee that in the 
months to follow, there will be many 
ñsnowò (or even more ñiceò) compe-
tition entries (see my image below). 

 

In this issue of Focal Point, we start 
with a message from the desk of our 
President, Rich Eskin, with a call-to-
action for volunteers to step up and 
contribute to the clubôs organization. 
Next, is an In Their Words profile of 
Robert Cunningham, who presented 
to the club this past October compel-

ling images and fascinating accounts of his adventures embed-
ded as a photographer in Afghanistan (all from his new book, 
Afghanistan On The Bounce). Gordon Risk then recounts an-
other historic pedigree of one of his photographic treasures in 
Collectorôs Corner: Pentax ESII. Accomplished nature photog-
rapher and BCC member, Bill Bitman, then lets us in on the 
secrets to My Approach To Successful Nature Photography. 
Roger Miller takes us on a pho-
tographic tell-all journey in his 
newest article, The Revolution: 
Confessions of a Professional 
Photographer. We finish with the 
Baltimore Camera Club Monthly 
Competition Results for Decem-
ber 2015 and January 2016 (in a 
new format, capturing screen 
shots of the BCC website), a pro-
motion for BCCôs Spring Semi-
nar, the Coming Attractions cal-
endar and a Parting Shot. 

 

Cheers! Diane 
 

Thanks to Bill Bateman, Robert Cunningham, Rich Eskin, Roger Miller, Gordon Risk and Jim Voeglein for their 

contributions to this issue.  
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2015-2016 BCC Leadership 
 

Board of Directors: 

President: Richard Eskin 

1st VP, Programs: Joanne Chicco 

2nd VP, Competitions: Harry Bosk 

Secretary: Karen Dillon 

Treasurer: Richard Caplan 

Members at Large: Jim Eichelman (Former President), 

Lewis Katz, Kaye Flamm, Roger Miller 
 

Committee Members and Key Volunteers: 

Contest  and Projection and Image Upload Committees:  

Harry Bosk, Sukumar Balachandran, Paul Biederman,  

Vella Kendall, Eugene, Libster, Kay Muldoon-Ibrahim, 

Jim Voeglein 

Program Committee: Alice Aldrich 

Nominating Committee: Lewis Katz 

Long Term Planning Committee: Richard Caplan, Rich-

ard Eskin, Bob Hansen 

Audio/Visual Committee: Gary Faulkner, Jim Voeglein 

Member & Visitor Badges: Bob Hansen, Scott Houston 

Banquet Coordinator: Gary Faulkner 

Camera School Coordinator: Jim Eichelman 

Field Outing Coordinator: Lewis Katz 

Social Media Coordinator: Harry Bosk 

Website Coordinator: Kaye Flamm 

Finance Committee: Michael Boardman, Diane Boven-

kamp, Richard Caplan,  Karen Dillon, Richard Eskin 

Photographic Society of America Club Rep. for BCC: 

Diane Bovenkamp 

Focal Point Editor: Diane Bovenkamp 

(d_bovenkamp@yahoo.com)  
 

The Baltimore Camera Club meets every Thursday night at 

Mount Washington United Methodist Church, 5800 Cot-

tonworth Ave., Baltimore, MD, 21209. Visitors are wel-

come. For more club information, email rich-

ard.eskin@gmail.com(Club President). 
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From The Desk Of The President 
By Rich Eskin 

It might be a little early, but I ask you to start thinking 
about the following two things.  

 

The first is volunteering to serve on the Board or as a vol-
unteer to help with the competitions.  The By-Laws tell me 
that at the first meeting in April, "the President shall ap-
point a Nominating Committee of three members, whose 
duty it shall be to consider and recommend to the Club for 
nomination at the first meeting in May the names of those 
members it feels are qualified to hold the various offices 
and serve on the Board." The Board is just a group of your 
friends who are willing to put in a little extra time and ef-
fort to see that your time involved with the Club is as en-
joyable and productive as possible.   

 

The current Board includes both Program (Joanne Chicco) 
and Competition (Harry Bosk) Vice-Presidents (first and 
second Vice-Presidents, respectively), as well as the Presi-
dent (Rich Eskin), Secretary (Karen Dillon), Treasurer 
(Richard Caplan), past President (Jim Eichelman) and three 
Members At-Large (Roger Miller, Lewis Katz, and Kaye 
Flamm). Our Board is talented and dedicated, but some 
may either want to spend time on other pursuits or change 
the focus of their volunteer contributions, so some posi-
tions could open up this year.  

 

If you are at all interested, I urge you to speak to me or an-
other Board member. I will announce the nominating com-
mittee in April. The Board meets on the second Thursdays 
of the month at 6:30 p.m. There are no limitations on dura-
tion of club membership before joining the Board; anyone 
may apply. The final vote by the club membership on the 
2016-2017 Board will take place at the June 2 Ice Cream 
Social and Feedback night.  

 

Which leads me to the second topic, which is to start think-
ing about suggestions for improvements or fresh ideas for 
the clubôs programs, competitions, leadership, etc.  Each 
year (this year on June 2), we have a "Feedback Night," 
Board elections and the annual ice cream social.  This is 
the time to let us know how we can make things better for 
you. If you have an idea, and are reluctant to speak up in a 
group, you can certainly let me know privately, but we are 
all friends and I would hope you would freely speak your 
mind.  

 

At the last meeting I raised the issue of inclement weather 
policy, so that will definitely come up for discussion, but it 
seems likely that we could do more to improve your expe-
rience if we know what you are looking for. Like any or-
ganization, we tend to continue to do what we have always 
done.  If you have a new idea, we would like to hear it. 

 

One more suggestion:  If you come up with an idea, send it 
immediately by email or write it down, because otherwise 
you are sure to forget.   

 

See ya' on Thursday! 

 

 

Sleeping Dreams É Anjali Tirkey; Blue Feathers É Nelson Smith 

http://www.baltimorecameraclub.org


December 2015-January 2016 (Issue 131, Number 2)       4              www.baltimorecameraclub.org 

 

In Their Words: Robert Cunningham 

What was your 

very first cam-

era? 

The first camera I 

used was my 

grandmother's 

Minolta, and my 

mother's Olympus 

35mm cameras. It 

has been many 

decades, and I 

was quite young 

when I started, so 

I cannot remem-

ber the exact models. The first camera I ever owned was a 

Vivitar PS:35 Auto Focus 35mm Rangefinder Film Camera 

with a built-in flash unit and wrist strap; it had a 35mm 

1:3.8 lens and soft case with belt loop. I wore that soft case 

on my belt almost every day when I was a kid, right next to 

my toy lightsaber. 

What do you consider essential gear to take on a shoot, 

particularly if you need to travel light? 

When you say "essential" it limits my answer to "a camera, 

and a happy, creative, spirit." A camera is merely a tool. 

But if you want to know what is in my bag when I go out 

now, I would say the Leica Monochrom Typ 246 with a 

APO-Summicron 50mm ASPH. This has replaced my Ni-

kon D4 with 24-70mm. It forces you to be close to your 

subject, and it is a heck of a lot lighter than the D4. If I am 

going to combat, the D4 becomes the essential tool, as you 

cannot beat the auto-focus, and the 10 frames per second. 

What person, place, or thing inspired you to become a 

photographer? Why? 

My grandmother most of all. She was always taking photos 

in her back yard, of birds, bears, or butterflies. She helped 

me get my first digital SLR, and she assisted in me finding 

a love of photography. 

 

Which 3 people, living or dead, would you like to have 

for dinner and conversation? Why? 

George Lucas, Annie Leibovitz, and her agent. Annie is by 

far one of the greatest photographers alive today. I would 

love to sit down with her agent, as I still need one. And 

finally, George Lucas. George Walton Lucas, is, in my 

opinion, one of the best creative businessmen alive today. 

Sir Richard Branson is an incredibly amazing businessman, 

certainly one of the greatest alive, but George's creativity 

and vision to bring it to life, is a constant inspiration. 

What is one piece of advice you would like to offer to 

others on following their bliss in photography? 

ñDo, or do not. There is no try.ò Ok, I stole that [Editorôs 

Note: from Yoda], but it's true. Had you told me just 5 

years ago that I would be where I am, I would not have 

thought it possible. Christopher Nolan said it best, I think, 

when he said "This is all a bit surreal for me...I can say in 

all honesty, it never, for one instant occurred to me that I 

might actually be here doing that...It's not even a dream 

come true, because it's not anything I ever dreamed 

about...it's beyond that." Nolan was speaking about getting 

his hands and feet in the Grauman's Chinese Theatre in LA, 

but it exemplifies my feelings on my photography career. I 

would never have thought it possible. Pick up your camera.  

Shoot every day, and let the world inspire you. 

Editorôs Note: On October 15, 2015, Robert Cunningham discussed his new book, ñAfghanistan on the Bounce,ò which helps to 

answer the question of what it was like to serve in Afghanistan. Robert is a still photographer who has carried his cameras in 

more than 24 countries around the world. In 2011, he began working as a war correspondent. With multiple combat embedments 

spanning from 2011-2014, Cunningham worked throughout Afghanistan, primarily beside the U.S. Armyôs 1st Infantry, 10th 

Mountain, and 101st Airborne Divisions. He started as a photojournalist with his work appearing in multiple national and inter-

national publications and broadcasts including: National Geographic, ABC, BBC, Business Insider, CBS, Fox News, Huffington 

Post, MSNBC, NBC, Army Magazine, and Reader's Digest. www.robertcunningham.com 
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