The Focal Point
Happy New Year
January 2, 2006

This delayed issued was brought to you by
the “flu”.

January Schedule
Jan. 5th – PRINT CONTEST
Single judge, Leo Heppner

Jan. 12th – PROGRAM
Jan. 19th – SLIDE CONTEST

Judges, Roger Miller, Spoon Popkin & Dan Van
Allen

Jan.26th – PROGRAM
MFA Circle Gallery Presents
Tony Sweet
Body of Work #3
January 7th – February 4th
Opening January 15th, 1pm-5pm

What do these have in common?

A wooden box, a sheet of film, a .012dia hole?
Answer: 3 crazy carpenters who take photographs.
Well about a month or so ago Gordon Risk, John Davis and
Gary Faulkner were discussing a photographer’s black and
white images that he had taken with his pinhole camera,
very nice. As we continued to discuss the pinhole image and
what we were finding on the web the craze took us over.
John and Gordon have made their pinhole camera out of
birch plywood and I am building mine from solid maple,
although I regret this when I add it to my camera pack.
At this writing John has taken a few images, which he said
are a little soft, adjustments are under way. John’s camera
has a focal length of 88mm with an approximate F# of 222.
He used 100asa 4”x5” sheet film exposed for 3sec and 5sec
exposures. Gordon’s camera is ¾ completed, he is making a
back that will use either 4” x 5” sheet film or a roll film back.
Mine is ready for cutting and assembling.
It seems that the fun is in the design and building stage. The
next stage will probably be the frustration stage of getting a
quality image. This means adjusting the pinhole size or the
focal length to get a sharp image and coverage.
2 sites that we have found useful are: www.mrpinhole.com
and www.pinhole.org . A “google” for pinhole will turn up
more info.
So get an oatmeal box, a #10 sewing needle, black spray
paint, duct tape and a sheet of film and “go make a photo”!
Gary Faulkner

