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Best Lawyers in America (20 
consecutive years).  

America’s Most Honored 
Professionals.  

Top Attorneys in Northern 
California.  

Northern California Super 
Lawyers (inception - 2013).  

San Francisco’s Top Attorneys.  

“AV Preeminent 5 out of 5” peer 
rating by Martindale-Hubbell (31 
consecutive years).  

 
Golden Gate University School 
of Law (J.D., 1977) 

University of California, Berkeley 
(B.A., Economics, 1974) 

 
California  

Supreme Court of the State of 
California  

United States District Court for 
all districts of California  

United States Bankruptcy Court 
for all districts of California  

United States Bankruptcy 
Appellate Panel of the Ninth 
Circuit  

United States Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit  

Supreme Court of the United 
States 

 
Bankruptcy and Financial 

Restructuring  

Financial Services  

Mr. Murray is a partner in the Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring group with 

more than 36 years of experience in the areas of bankruptcy, business 

reorganization and creditors' and debtors' rights. Mr. Murray's practice is 

concentrated in Northern California with an emphasis in the greater Silicon Valley 

business community. He is also resident in Dorsey’s Southern California office. 

He has been involved in more than 700 bankruptcy and bankruptcy-related cases, 

including over 100 Chapter 11 debtor and trustee representations, 45 Chapter 11 

creditors' committee representations, 175 creditor representations, 85 Chapter 7 

trustee representations and 125 Chapter 7 debtor representations.  

Representative Work 

Mr. Murray's recent Chapter 11 debtor engagements include Andronico’s Markets, 

Inc.; Aviza Technology, Inc.; Calico Commerce, Inc.; Catapult Entertainment, Inc.; 

CFLC, Inc., fka Everex Systems, Inc.; Community Towers, LLC; ComUnity Lending, 

Incorporated; Egghead.com, Inc.; Fillmore Grill LLC; Gilroy Country Oaks Estates, 

LLC; Pacific Metro, LLC fka The Thomas Kinkade Company; Pasadera Country 

Club, LLC; RedEnvelope, Inc.; Swift Instruments, Inc.; The Legacy Estate Group 

LLC (Freemark Abbey Winery, Arrowood Vineyards & Winery and Byron Vineyard & 

Winery); Una Mas Restaurants, Inc.; and V3 Semiconductor, Inc. 

Presentations 

June 19, 2013. Sponsor: Dorsey U. Topic: Assignments for the Benefit of 

Creditors.  

April 23, 2013. Sponsor: Congressman Don Edwards Inn of the American Inns 

of Court. Topic: Aiding and Abetting Breach of Ethical Duty.  

January 28, 2012. Sponsor: California Continuing Education of the Bar. Topic: 

The Impact of Bankruptcy on Real Property Transactions.  

August 23, 2011. Sponsor: Bar Association of San Francisco. Topic: Retention 

Issues in Bankruptcy.  

February 2, 2011. Sponsor: Alameda County Bar Association; State Bar of 

California. Topic: Expand Your Practice: Introduction to Handling a Chapter 11 

Bankruptcy Case.  

January 12, 2011. Sponsor: Bar Association of San Francisco; State Bar of 

California. Topic: Expand Your Practice: Introduction to Handling a Chapter 11 

Bankruptcy Case.  

October 28, 2010. Sponsor: Contra Costa County Bar Association; State Bar of 

California. Topic: Expand Your Practice: Introduction to Handling a Chapter 11 

Bankruptcy Case.  

September 30, 2010. Sponsor: Santa Clara County Bar Association; State Bar of 

California. Topic: Expand Your Practice: Introduction to Handling a Chapter 11 

Bankruptcy Case.  

Partner 

Palo Alto, Southern California 

P: (650) 843-2718, (714) 800-1475 

F: (650) 857-1288, (714) 800-1499 

John Walshe Murray
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November 8, 2008. Sponsor: California Continuing Education of the Bar. Topic: 

The Impact of Bankruptcy on Real Property Transactions.  

June 11, 2008. Sponsor: Bar Association of San Francisco. Topic: Travelers v. 

PG&E: 15 Months Later. How Are Attorneys’ Fees Handled In The Northern 

District of California?  

September 6, 2007. Sponsor: Turnaround Management Association. Topic: The 

Chapter 11 case of The Legacy Estate Group LLC (Freemark Abbey Winery, 

Arrowood Vineyards & Winery and Byron Vineyard & Winery).  

April 11, 2006. Sponsor: Congressman Don Edwards Inn of the American Inns 

of Court. Topic: The 2005 Amendments to the Bankruptcy Code.  

Professional Activities 

Congressman Don Edwards Inn of the American Inns of Court. 

Charter vice-president and president elect 2005.  

Co-president 2012 - 2013.   

Executive Committee 2005 - present.  

Bay Area Bankruptcy Forum (charter board member).  

California Bankruptcy Forum.  

American Bankruptcy Institute.  

National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees.  

State Bar of California, Business Law Section.  

American Bar Association, Business Law Section.  

Bar Association of San Francisco, Commercial Law and Bankruptcy Section.  

Santa Clara County Bar Association, Commercial Law and Bankruptcy Section.  

Bench Bar Liaison Committee for the United States Bankruptcy Court or the 

Northern District of California (charter chairperson; two non-consecutive term 

committee member).  

Resolution advocate for the Bankruptcy Dispute Resolution Program for the 

United States Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of California.  

News & Press Mentions 

November 15, 2013 Dorsey Assists Archetypes in Getting Interim DIP Financing 

and Approval to Tap Cash Collateral  

July 22, 2013 Super Lawyers Recognizes 8 Dorsey Lawyers in Palo Alto  

January 15, 2013 Dorsey Adds Five Lawyers From Prominent Bankruptcy 

Firm Murray & Murray  
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Super Lawyer by San Francisco 
Magazine from 2005-Present 

 
Southwestern University School 
of Law (J.D., 1979) 

Santa Clara University (B.A., 
Political Science, 1976) 

 
California 

 
Bankruptcy and Financial 

Restructuring  

Financial Services  

Mr. Franklin is Of Counsel in the firm’s Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring 

practice group. He has more than 30 years of experience in bankruptcy and 

commercial litigation.  

Representative Litigation 

Mr. Franklin served as counsel of record for the following published decisions:  

In re Quality Laser Works, 211 B.R. 936 (9th Cir BAP 1997)  

Robert J. Williams, Inc. v. Official Unsecured Creditor’s Committee, 238 B.R. 475 

(9th Cir. BAP 1999)  

MicroAge, Inc. v. Viewsonic Corp. (In re MicroAge, Inc.), 291 B.R. 503 (9th Cir. 

BAP 2002)  

AMB v. AB Liquidating (In re AB Liquidating), 416 F.3d.961 (9th Cir 2005).  

Professional Activities 

Panel Resolution Advocate for the Northern District of California Bankruptcy  

Dispute Resolution Program since 1997  

President and Board Member of the Bay Area Bankruptcy Forum  

Co-Chair of the 2012 CBF Conference  

Group Manager of the Congressman Don Edwards Inn of the American Inns of 

Court from 2005-2007  

State Bar of California Insolvency Law Subcommittee, Business Law 

Section,2002-2005  

Chairperson of the Santa Clara County Bar Association’s Commercial and 

Bankruptcy Law Section, 1999  

News & Press Mentions 

Of Counsel 

Palo Alto 

P: (650) 843-2741 

F: (650)644-0362 

November 15, 2013 Dorsey Assists Archetypes in Getting Interim DIP Financing 

and Approval to Tap Cash Collateral  

July 22, 2013 Super Lawyers Recognizes 8 Dorsey Lawyers in Palo Alto  

January 15, 2013 Dorsey Adds Five Lawyers From Prominent Bankruptcy 

Firm Murray & Murray  

Robert A. Franklin
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Tulane Law School (J.D.) 

University of California, Berkeley 
(B.A.), cum laude 

 
California 

 
Bankruptcy and Financial 

Restructuring  

Financial Services  

Mr. Hwang is an associate in the firm’s Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring 

practice group.  

Professional Activities 

Former director of the Bay Area Bankruptcy Forum  

Member of the Bankruptcy and Commercial Law Section, Santa Clara County 

Bar Association  

Member of the Commercial Law and Bankruptcy Section, San Francisco Bar 

Association  

Co-Chair of the Bench Bar Liaison Committee for the Northern District of 

California  

News & Press Mentions 

Associate 

Palo Alto 

P: (650) 843-2757 

F: (650) 644-0362 

November 15, 2013 Dorsey Assists Archetypes in Getting Interim DIP Financing 

and Approval to Tap Cash Collateral  

July 22, 2013 Super Lawyers Recognizes 8 Dorsey Lawyers in Palo Alto  

January 15, 2013 Dorsey Adds Five Lawyers From Prominent Bankruptcy 

Firm Murray & Murray  

Thomas T. Hwang
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MSBA North Star Lawyer, 2012 

 
University of St. Thomas School 
of Law (J.D., 2007), Cum Laude 
Dean's List 

Lawrence University (B.A., 
2004), Cum Laude 
Dean's List 
Otho Pearre Fairfield Prize 

 
Honorable Robert J. Kressel, 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the 
District of Minnesota (2008-
2011)  

 
Minnesota  

U.S. District Court, District of 
Minnesota 

 
Bankruptcy and Financial 

Restructuring  

Corporate Trust Services  

Lending Transactions  

Financial Services  

Project Development and 

Finance  

Erin Knapp Darda is an associate in the Finance and Restructuring group. Ms. 

Darda practices in the areas of bankruptcy, loan defaults, workouts, receiverships, 

secured transactions, and Article 9 remedies. She frequently advises creditors 

regarding their rights in bankruptcy, with respect to the Chapter 11 process, 

claims, contracts, plan treatment, Section 363 sales and fraudulent conveyance 

and preference actions. Her clients include secured and unsecured creditors, 

indenture trustees, financial services companies, trade creditors, committees and 

investors.  

Prior to joining Dorsey, Ms. Darda was a law clerk to the Hon. Robert J. Kressel, 

United States Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Minnesota and Chief Judge of 

the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the Eighth Circuit.  

Professional Activities 

Member, Minnesota State Bar Association, Bankruptcy Section   

Co-Chair, Minnesota State Bar Association, Women in the Legal Profession 

Committee  

Member, Turnaround Management Association   

Past Member, Bankruptcy Newsletter Committee (Minnesota State Bar 

Association, Bankruptcy Section)   

Past Member, Federal Bar Association Minnesota Chapter Communications 

Committee  

Past Board Member, Northeast Minneapolis Arts Association 

Attorney Articles 

News & Press Mentions 

Associate 

Minneapolis 

P: (612) 492-6736 

2013 Review in Bankruptcy Cases, Eighth Circuit Appellate 

Practice Manual, co-author (Minn. CLE, 6th ed.)  

2012 The Basics of Representing Creditors in Bankruptcy 

Cases, Debtor-Creditor Handbook, co-author (Minn. CLE, 

Update to 10th Ed.)  

2012 Overview of Bankruptcy Practice in Minnesota, Bankruptcy 

Practice in MN Deskbook, co-author (Minn. CLE)  

2010 Review in Bankruptcy Cases, Eighth Circuit Appellate 

Practice Manual, co-author (Minn. CLE, 5th ed.)  

November 15, 2013 Dorsey Assists Archetypes in Getting Interim DIP Financing 

Erin Knapp Darda
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and Approval to Tap Cash Collateral  
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