 

LOVE FOR THE BREED

I recently had a conversation with someone that said “Your lifestyle and beliefs when it comes to the dogs puzzles me.” She also, in that same conversation, boasted about her and others she knows love for their dogs. I told her love for the breed and love for dogs are two different things. 

Most breeders that have love for a breed have other dogs. Rescues etc. for whatever reason. It’s not that they do not love all dogs because we do. 

So, what is the difference? I believe it can be boiled down to one word, PASSION. We love dogs, all of them, but we are passionate about our breed on top of loving them. Passion is the cherry on top.

If you’re passionate about your breed then you get it. If you’re puzzled about how we can have such a passion for a breed then you don’t have it. If you’re more worried about having to conform to a reputable breed standard and what is right for that breed, you don’t have it and you are maybe more passionate about breeding than you are about the breed. Everyone knows it’s easier to make a standard fit a dog than to breed a dog that fits the standard. That is the passion, the challenge and the love for the breed. One is adding or erasing words on paper while the other is years of select breeding and making the breed pieces come together to produce a puppy that looks like the breed that your calling it. One method is a lot more work than the other.

Lovers for the breed do not believe in the sentiment of doing it their way “because we can, damn it, we have rights”. Yep, you sure do and so do the reputable registries. There are rules everywhere we turn in life and if we don’t follow the rules than there are consequences. Those that want to be “rebels” and “doing it their way, damn it” won’t be able to register their dogs with a reputable register and there will be times when someone will call them on it. Those that follow that rule of thumb want those breed standard be more open. Dare I say, open to what their dogs look like. A standard that will let them breed any color, pattern or size that they want to will suit their needs better. With a major registry they cannot do that. A breed standard is put into place for breeders and breeds. It is our blueprint for the breed. It tells us what that breed should look like and we are passionate about trying to make that dog. We want it to look like the breed it is being called as well as act like that breed. The breed standard by, reputable registries are voted on by a governing body, the parent club that knows what that breed should look like. It’s not just words thrown together to make breeders lives miserable. It’s to help breeders know what to breed for. Your breed should not be mistaken for a completely different breed. It should be recognizable to even new dog people at first glance. 

Some of those that have love for dogs are more passionate about breeding than they are for the breed i.e. more passionate about making puppies. They are more concerned about sales and what might sell better. What is currently in fashion. Tiny sizes, huge sizes, colors and patterns that are eye catching, but they may not be acceptable sizes, colors or patterns for that breeds written standard. They do help make sales though especially when they attach the words “RARE” or “UNIQUE” to them. They are rare by the way, but ONLY because reputable breeders that have love for the breed DO NOT BREED THEM. These are fads. These are puppy makers (not breeders) making what WILL sell. These are not people bettering their breed, despite their claims. Their concern is puppy sales. They will sometimes have five or six breeds, they will have so called “designer” breeds IF THEY SELL. These are puppy makers, not necessarily puppy mills. They love their dogs. They treat them right but they are not treating their breed right.

Reputable breeders that have LOVE FOR THE BREED are not in it to make money. They are in it for the breed. They do not expect to make money. If they do they are in for a very rude shock. They go into every cross for their own programs and what will better the breed as a whole and not just their pocket books. If we wanted to be rich we wouldn’t DO IT. It is hard work sticking to a breed standard and to the rules. Our reward is not cash or profits it is quality and health.

When you get a dog from a reputable breeder that shows Love For The Breed you’re very lucky. You can take advantage of the fact that they simply cannot keep every dog. Why are you lucky? Because that dog was bred with the breed in mind and not just you. This is not a puppy made to sell at a flea market. It is not a puppy produced in mass. This puppy is socialized and raised by hand. Not mass produced for a profit. 

How many times were you told as child “anything worth doing is worth doing it RIGHT”. Well, love for the breed is the same thing. Dogs don’t need us to breed, but they do need us to make breed type and happy healthy dogs. They need us to ensure only the best samples of our breed get to reproduce. In time, this true selective breeding will improve our “lines”. We will not have as many dogs but we will have better dogs. Should that not be the priority over numbers and sales figures.

If people are more in love with breeding (making puppies) than the breed, they will want to make designer dogs, designer colors and designer names. Fine, but why worry about calling them a specific breed at all. Go all the way to being a “rebel” call it something else. If you truly believe a better dog would be smaller, a different color or bigger, Do it. But do not say it is another popular breed as that breed sells good. Tell it like it is, this is YOUR idea of a good dog. Stand behind your own ideas. Do not tell people that the standard is wrong or the big registry is wrong. Do not tell people that showing dogs is stupid. Tell people YOU do not want to do any of this. Tell them you just make puppies to sell as pets. You just make puppies to sell. 

Truth is, and look around you will see this, If UKC or AKC will not register YOUR idea of a dog, someone will. There are many newer registration groups. Some have even made their own. It is that easy. A web page and a printer and you are a registry. 

It is the public that keep these practices in motion. Money is the motive it’s not passion and love for the breed. The easiest way to stop those practices is to stop buying from those people. It is that simple. We that are in it for the breed do not expect to make money so, it is not our motivation. But if these puppy makers do not make money they WILL stop. They will move on to another “business”. All of a sudden those dogs they told you they loved??? They are gone.

So, what do you think is best? Love For The Breed or just love of dogs? Love of making better puppies or love of making puppies. 

I was told long ago. “You have a choice. You can be a breeder or you can be someone that makes puppies to sell. One is much easier than the other” 

I will say now. You, as a buyer must also make a decision. You can look for a breeder, a lover of that breed. A protector of that breed. A mentor for that breed. OR.. A puppy seller. One is much easier and more likely less expensive. It is just a dog, right?
I suppose I should not have been surprised by her puzzlement now that I write this. She simply just doesn’t have the passion or Love For The Breed, if she did, she would not be puzzled and she would be striving instead of wanting to be a “rebel damn it”. Perhaps I should have been the one puzzled by her lifestyle and beliefs when it comes to her dogs, but, I AINT.
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