RAT TERRIER
CLUB OF AMERICA

RTCA APPROVED AKC BREED STANDARD

Head: The head resembles a smooth, blunt wedge from a front or profile view. When seen from the front, the
head widens gradually towards the base of the ears in an unbroken line and is well filled up under the eyes. The expres-
sion is intelligent, alert and full of interest. The eyes are not large. They are obliquely set wide apart and are oval in
shape. Eye color varies with coat color from darkest brown to hazel. Eye rim pigmentation corresponds with
nose color and facial markings. Gray eyes are acceptable in blue or blue-fawn dogs only, being a serious fault in other
colorations. Any blue in the eye(s) is a disqualification. Ears - Set on the top outer edge of the skull, V-shaped, with the
length in proportion to the head moderately pointed at the tip. When viewed from the side, the base of the ear is on line
with the outer corner of the eye. Ears should match in shape and carriage when alert, and can be carried erect, semi-
erect and tipped, or button without preference. When alert, a rose ear is a fault. Cropped ears are a disqualification.
Skull -When viewed from the front the skull is moderate in width, relatively flat on top, and rounded at crown and the
sides as it widens smoothly from the corner of the eyes to the base of the ears. The occiput is not prominent. The cheeks
are flat and well-muscled, but never bulging. The stop is moderate but distinct. The muzzle is strong, just slightly short-
er in length than the skull and tapers smoothly along the sides to the nose. The nose color corresponds with the body
color and is entirely pigmented. Flesh-colored noses are considered a fault in lemon or light apricot colorations while
being a serious fault in other colorations. Seasonal fading is permitted. The lips are clean and tight, and correspond in
color with the nose leather or may be pink: either solid or spotted is acceptable . The lower jaw and teeth are strong and
well developed with no signs of being snipey or weak. Scissors bite preferred level is acceptable.

Size - There are two separate size divisions. Miniature - At least 10
inches, not to exceed 13 inches. Standard - over 13 inches, and up to and
including 18 inches in height measured at the withers. Any dog six
months of age or older measuring less than 10 inches, or any dog over
18 inches are to be disqualified. Proportion - The Rat Terrier is just
slightly longer than tall. The height, measured vertically from the
ground to the highest point of the withers, is slightly less than the
length, measured horizontally from the point of the shoulders to the
point of the buttocks. Shortness in leg is a serious fault. Substance -
Moderate bone in proportion to size. A well-balanced, hard-muscled
dog with smooth lines under taut skin. This dog should not be rangy nor
fine boned and toyish, and never bulky or coarse. They are shown in
good, hard physical working condition.

Back - The back is level and firm
from the withers to the loin. The
short loin has a slight muscular

Topline - Smooth and blending &
from the back through the loin and
set of the tail. Body - The body is
compact, strong and flexible with arch blending into the gently
well sprung ribs. The brisket ex- rounded croup. Tail - The tail set
tends to the elbow. is a continuation of the spine.




Forequarters: The shoulder blades are well laid back with flat
muscles providing enough space between the shoulder blades to al-
low for free movement. that the elbows fall directly under the high-
est point of the shoulder blade The shoulder blades and the upper
arms are nearly equal in length and well set back so . The depth of
the body at the elbow is the same distance as from the elbow to the
ground. The forelegs stand straight and parallel with elbows turning
neither in nor out. The pasterns are slightly sloping when viewed
from the side. The feet are oval in shape. The toes turn neither in
nor out, are compact, moderately arched, with thick pads and strong
nails. The front dewclaws may be removed.
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Hindquarters: The hindquarters are muscular
but smooth and in balance with the forequarters. J
They should not be bulging or coarse. Stifles are well /

Slightly Sloping Pastern

Gait: A ground-covering efficient trot with good

reach and drive suggesting agility, speed and power.

The legs are parallel at a trot, but as speed increases,

the legs converge toward a center line. There should
be no elbowing out, weaving or rolling action while in
motion.

Coat: Short, close lying, smooth and shiny coat. Texture varies; a very slight ruff or wave along

the back is allowed, but undesirable. Any suggestion of kink or curl is cause for disqualification. Whisk-
ers must not be removed

Color: Any variation of pied patterning is acceptable.. Intense, dark shades of color with clearly
defined and delineated coloration is preferred. White on the body is preferred to be between 10 percent
and 90 percent, but all patterns; spotted, patched or splashed with white in conjunction with (or without)
any combination of white on the face, head or ears are equally acceptable without prejudice.

Disqualifications: Any dog over six months of age measuring less than 10 inches, or over 18 inch-
es. Any blue color in the eye(s). Cropped ears. An absence of coat (genetic hairlessness). Any sugges-
tion of kink or curl, or coat type other than described. Solid colorations (other than white). Bi-colors
without white, or dogs with a patch or strip of white measuring less than one inch at its widest dimen-
sion. Brindle or merle color patterns.
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