Black And White Muscle Car

With its 413 cubic-inch big-block backed by a bulletproof, TorqueFlite automatic,
this 1963 Dodge 880 is a car Broderick Grawford would have been proud to drive.
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ALMOST ALL OF US HAVE EXPERIENCED THAT SINKING FEELING IN THE PIT OF OUOMACH THAT COMES FROM SEEING A BLACK AND
WHITE IN OUR REAR-VIEW MIRROR WITH ITS LIGHTS FLASHING, INSTRUCTING US TO PULL OVER. THE UNPLEASANT CONVERSATION ALONG
THE SIDE OF THE ROAD RESULTS IN A COSTLY CITATION AND A NEGATIVE IMPACT ON THE FOLLOWING YEAR'S INSURANCE PREMIUM.

In the mid-Sixties, if you were so
unfortunate asto get pulled overin California,
chances are the highway patrolman writing
your ticket would be driving something very
similar to this 413-powered Dodge 880
four-door sedan. From 1956, when the first
official MOPAR police cars appeared to
the demise of Chrysler's last conventional
volume rear-wheel-drive platform in 1989
(the last big-block MOPAR cop car was
manufactured in 1978), Chrysler ruled the
police car roost, some years capturing as
many as two out of every three police cars
sold in North America.

Dodge enthusiasts know that the Custom

880 series is often seen as a stepchild, of
sorts, born in late 1961 out of the demise of
De Soto just 47 days into the 1961 model
run. This left Dodge/De Soto dealers without
a proper full-sized car for 1962. This was
an especially difficult situation for Dodge
in 1962 as the mainstream Polara line
was downsized to a 116-inch wheelbase
and was to most peoples’ eyes, styling-
challenged. The result was the evaporation
of Dodge dealer sales prospects coast-to-
coast. The 1962 880, which appeared in
the middle of the 1962 model year, was the
result of a crash development program and
was nothing more than a 1962 Chrysler

Newport mated with the front clip from a
1961 Dodge. (This is reportedly the fastest
model program in Chrysler history and in
a half-year, the 880 outsold the downsized
Polara lineup.) The 1963 model was mostly
carryover with additional models and a
fresh front grille.

That's the history lesson behind Mark
Galoustian’s fully restored 1963 Dodge
880, which has an interesting history all
its own. If you're into the restored police
car scene, you might be familiar with unit
number 7622 as it was featured in Edwin J.
Sanow and John L. Bellah’s definitive book
on MOPAR pohce cars, Dodge Plymouth
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& Chrysler Police Cars 1956-1978. In
fact, Galoustian’s 880 was the subject
of Chapter 31, documenting the original
acquisition and restoration of this closet
MOPAR muscle car.

And yes, by any definition, classic,
purist or otherwise, this is a muscle car.
Sharing its 413 cubic-inch V-8 with the
Chrysler Newport Enforcer, and not used
in any civilian Chrysler passenger cars, the
police-spec 413s sported a special cam
grind specified by the California Highway
Patrol that resulted in an estimated 20-
horsepower bump over the regular four-
barrel 413, yielding output in the 380-390-
horsepower range. On the car’s underhood
are red and agua paint dots on the firewall
above the master cylinder. Galoustian says
that this was a common marking method
used by CHP mechanics to indicate where
cars were modified or updated.

This particular car was assigned to
the Los Angeles region for patrol duty
from 1963 until it was retired and sold at

auction to a Mr. Webster on June 16, 1965.
The winning bid was $788, which would
translate to about $4,800 foday, adjusted
for inflation. It's certainly a lot less than a
two-year-old CHP would sell for today.

The next owner was police car book
author John L. Bellah who saw the car
advertised in the Los Angeles Times on
January 19, 1992, for a paliry $1,000.
It was Bellah who performed most of
the restoration that returned the car to
its current condition. Finally Galoustian,
who commutes daily from Costa Mesa in
Orange County to his “office” in Hawthorne,
purchased the car from third owner
Kevin MclLaughlin in September 2002.
Galoustian, who is a helicopter technician
for the Hawthorne, California Police
Department, has been working on the
department’s chopper for the last six years.
Hawthorne is probably best known as the
original home of the Wilson and Jardine
families, whose progeny later rose to fame
and fortune as the Beach Boys. In fact, the

1963 DODGE CUSTOM 880
SPECIFICATIONS

= (California Highway Patrol)

 Body style: 4-door sedan

* Original price: $2,813

* Wheelbase: 122 inches

e Qverall length: 214.8 inches

« Weight: 3,790 (shipping weight)

e Engine: 413 cubic inch overhead-valve
V-8 with dual exhaust

¢ Bore & stroke: 4.18 x 3.75

e Fuel delivery: Carter four-barrel

* Compression: 10.0:1

e Qutput: 360-horsepower (gross)

e Transmission: 3-speed TorqueFlite,
aluminum case, pushbutton controlled

¢ Brakes: manual 11-inch drums, 287
square inches lining area

* Suspension: Torsion bar front, leaf
springs rear

e Tires: 8.00 x 14 bias ply blackwalls

e Production: 7,197

= (880 4-door sedans; no breakout
available for police pursuit versions)

CAPACITIES

e Fuel tank: 23 gallons

e Engine oil: 5 quaris

¢ Cooling: 16 quarts

* Transmission: 18.5 pints
* Rear axle: 3.55:1

CALCULATED DATA
* HP/CID: .87hp/cu. in.
o | BS/CID: 10.1 Ibs/cu. in.
® L BS/HP: 11.7 Ibs/cu. in.

PERFORMANCE:

FROM CONTEMPORARY (1963) ROAD TEST
e 0 to 60 mph: 8.0 seconds

e 4 mile: 15.0 seconds @ 86.1 mph
 Top speed: 130 mph

Foster's Freeze hamburger stand, which
inspired Brian Wilson to write “Fun, Fun,
Fun” still stands at the corner of Hawthorne
Blvd. and 120th Street.

Galoustian was fortunate in that the
accumulated paperwork from each
purchase came with the car. The second
owner, Bellah, who bought the car at an
estate sale, was able to enter the actual
owner’s house and recover almost every
document Mr. Webster had saved, including
a copy of his original and official California
state bid form in the amount of $788.

The police version of the famed (and
feared) Max Wedge could be mated to
either a heavy-duty three-speed manual
transmission, or a heavy-duty three-speed
pushbutton TorqueFlite automatic with an
aluminum case. Other equipment included
a 10.5 x 8.5-inch single plate clutch (on the
manual-equipped units), heavy-duty torsion
bars up front, off-center leaf springs in the
rear, front anti-sway bar, heavy-duty Oriflow
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shocks (front and rear), heavy-duty drum
brakes with special bonded police linings,
heavy-duty alternator, specially reinforced
seats (always appreciated by the men
in blue), and black rubber floor mats that
on Galoustian’s car appear to be almost
brand new. Back in 1963, what made
these cars especially attractive to fleet
buyers was that Chrysler chose to extend
its then-revolutionary 5 year, 50,000-mile
powertrain warranty, much as they do today
offering the same warranty on specialty
vehicles like the Jeep Wrangler Rubicon

‘ and the new 2005 Dodge Power Wagon,
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Same Day Shipping on In-Stock Items ordered by Noon!

1-800-233-3827

24 Hour FAX (717) 534-0719 or
order online @ www.universaltire.com

Call us or a dealer near you:

Lucas Automotive 2850 Temple Ave,, Long Beach, CA 30806 (800) 952-4333
Snyder Antique Auto 129525 Woodworth Road, New Springfield, OH 44443 (213) 549-5313 (Ford T & A only)
Ken Thorpe Company P.O. Box 230244, Portland, OR 97281 (503) 590-8550, Fax (503) 590-8500
Langs Old Car Parts 202 School Street, Winchendon, MA 01475 1-800-872-7871 (Ford T only)
Wallace W. Wade 530 Regal Row, Dallas, TX 75247 1-800-666-8073, Fax (214) 634-8465

Tam's Model A 42 Temple Street, W. Boylston, MA 01583 1-800-272-7871 (Model A only)

Gene Clarey Antique Tires P.O. BOX 666, Clovis, CA 93613 (559) 323-9280

Interational:
Vintage Tyre Supplies Ltd. Beaulieu, Brockenhurst, Hampshire UK 44 1590 612261
K & K Carlsen, Hj gt 44 DK 2880 B: d, Denmark 45 44 44 0091

Antique Tyre Supplies 134 McEwan Road, West Heidelberg, Victoria Australia 39 458 4433

Universal Vintage Tire
2994 Elizabethtown Road, Hershey, Pennsylvania 17033
Local & Int'l 717-534-0715 e 24 Hour Fax 717-534-0719
email: uvt@paonline.com C245CPC5
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collector car and police magazines for
CHP-related memorabilia from this era.
As you can see in the interior photograph,
his car is equipped with a period-correct
Motorola radio, a stolen vehicle log from
Thursday, June 6, 1963 and a copy of the
State of California Vehicle Code book from
1963. While in great condition overall, the
car is virtually 100 percent original and
stands in the same condition as when it
was retired from service in 1965.

In addition to his 880, Galoustian has
several additional police car projects in
various states of progress. He is currently
working on a 1955 Buick Century, just like
Broderick Crawford drove on the long-
running hit TV show Highway Patrol, and
a 1972 440 Dodge Polara — one of the
fastest police cars of all time.

While the apex of full-sized police
performance was reached when the
880's successor, the 440-powered 1969
Dodge Polara in CHP-spec was clocked
at 147 mph at Chryslers Chelsea Proving
Grounds west of Detroit, this car remains
one of the fastest to have ever been
produced by Chrysler. With Dodge now
officially back in the cop-car game, it will be
interesting to see how the HEMI-powered
Magnum will stack up. It has some pretty
big shoes to fill, as for almost 30 years,
Chrysler Corporation, the Dodge Division
in particular, set the standard for police car
performance. |
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We offer a wide variety of restoration parts, along with
fast, friendly service. Get a FREE CATALOG by calling
724-265-2988, or download from our website at

£
Call (724) 265-2988
Fax (724) 265-4773

2385 Saxonburg Blvd.
Cheswick, PA 15024

FREE CATALOGS

CONVERTIBLE TOP PARTS

For 1946=-Current U.S. Cars

) 007 11115 L) e R R R = )

Top motor 195504 i nib. ...$220

Hosgsetin s e i e s o giEn 1

BleederYBteI v. oo iismnssisineserrt-cians: S 1G5

Convertible Tops Hydraulic window cylinder ............. $135

Hygrade 38 oz. Vinyl
w/vinyl window (1964 & older) .......... $240  Rebuild service: we recondition firewall
w/vinyl window (1965 & newer) ......... $220  pumps for most 1946-54 cars with
w/glass window (1965 & newer) ......... $299  hydraulic windows and top.

Defrost and tint (where available)... add $75  Call 941-639-0437 for price.

Call for weatherstrip, carpet, latches,
1971-76 GM scissor top parts, and
many more convertible parts.

Haartz Stayfast Canvas
WAVIRY] wihdoWL e s s i $490
gl Ea s W GO R S eIt $590

Free catalog or see our mini-catalog online at:
www. hydroe.com

HYDRO-E-LECTRIC

America’s Convertible Headgquarters

5530 Independence Court
Punta Gorda, FL 33982
Toll-Free: 800-343-4261
941-639-0437 » Fax: 941-639-0376
4
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