Renewed American

Mrs. Shaughnessy found her thrill on Blueberry Hill in this

440 convertible!

IN'1963, BASED ON THE STRENGTH OF THE ALL-NEW RAMBLER CLASSIC AND AMBASSADOR MODELS, THE ENTIRE AMERICAN MOTORS
LINEUP WAS HONORED WITH MOTOR TREND’S CAR OF THE YEAR AWARD. THIS CAME AT A TIME WHEN THE AWARD REALLY MEANT

SOMETHING, BEFORE IT EVOLVED INTO THE MARKETING-DRIVEN PROGRAM IT IS TODAY.

And while the compact American was
included in the accolades, in reality its
bread box-inspired 1961 restyling did
little to hide its 1950 origins when in the
form of a two-door sedan with a full roof
folding top — what we like to call the “Lois
Lane” convertible — it was America’s
first compact car. Discontinued in 1955,
then reintroduced in 1958 (the first time
that a car was brought back virtually
unchanged) the Rambler American was
an integral part of the three-model AMC
model strategy going forward throughout
the early "60s.

All that would change for 1964 as the
American was completely restyled with
a full complement of sedans, hardtops,
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station wagons, and convertibles spread
over three series: the basic 220, the up-
market 330, and the top-of-the-line 440.
The look was fresh and contemporary,
the first Rambler design under the
supervision of AMC’s new Vice President
of Styling Richard Teague, dominated
by deeply recessed front headlights
that many say are reminiscent of those
found on the 50 then-current Chrysler
Ghia Turbine cars.

What is very interesting about the
American series was that in a cost-
saving move by George Romney, who
had just ended his tenure as president of
the company to run for the governorship
of Michigan, it shared many stampings

with the larger Classic and Ambassador
models. A fiscal conservative, Romney
preached the gospel of economy, a
philosophy not shared by his successor
Roy Abernethy who immediately
instituted an upsizing program to better
compete with the Big Three. In the years
that followed, this turned out to be a
flawed strategy.

For 1964, the lineup was extensive.
In the 220 and 330 series there were
three models each - two- and four-door
sedans as well as a four-door station
wagon. In the 440 series, the four-
door sedan remained with a two-door
hardtop and a convertible along with a
bucket seat 440H model. Base prices
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