an insider’s tour of the creation of the
Dodge Challenger
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IF ANYONE HAS LIVED A CHARMED LIFE, IT’S MICHAEL CASTIGLIONE,
THE EXTERIOR DESIGNER OF THE 2006 DODGE CHALLENGER
CONCEPT, COMING THIS SPRING TO A DODGE SHOWROOM NEAR
YOU. FOR MODERN MUSCLECAR FANS, IT’s EASILY 2008’s MosT
ANTICIPATED LAUNCH.

Mike, or “Casti” as he’s known inside the walls of Chrysler's Pacifica
Advanced Design Studio north of San Diego, grew up in LaVerne,
California, a suburb of Los Angeles. As he says, “I could hear the
Pomona Winternationals and World Finals running in Pomona from
my high school.”

Caisti attended Cal Poly Pomona for a while studying engineering
before realizing that wasn't his calling, so he transferred to fine
art. After two years he discovered Art Center College of Design in Tl
Pasadena and blasted through his studies there and got hired by 1 W : Sy e
Chrysler in the Advanced Design studio in Detroit upon graduation. e —
After working there for three years he transferred to the Pacifica i \ e
Advanced Design Center in Carlsbad. A 15-year Chrysler veteran, [ |
he's worked on many notable Chrysler concepts including, but not

limited to, the 1996 Chrysler Atlantic, the 1998 Plymouth Pronto Ill\l

Spider, the 2000 Dodge MaxxCab and the 2004 Dodge Sling Shot,
along with the production version of the 1999 Chrysler 300M and, of
course, the 2006 Challenger Concept and the 2008 production version.
Mike lives in Southern California with his wife of 10 years Jennie, and
their 9-year-old son Tayden.

As the launch of the 2008 Challenger approaches, Mike gave us an
insider’s look at the development of the car. t

“This is my favorite sketch during the design process, (dated March 2005)” Castiglione \'__"'--___...-ﬂ".'

said. “l was experimenting with different head lamp designs and this was the agreed
on direction. This was a quick technique to generate a lot of ideas. It’s funny how some
of your quickest work can be your best.”
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