
0 0 9 1 2 8 4 6 0 1 9 2

0 7>













which served as the set of radio station KOW 
in the movie.

Now we were coming down the home 
stretch, approaching Las Vegas, instead 
of Cisco, California, where the Mopars of 
Las Vegas would be waiting for us instead 
of the California Highway Patrol, on the 
parking deck of New York, New York. As 
we were leaving Goldfield about the time 
we originally expected to be in Las Vegas, 
we knew we needed to get back on the 
road if we were to arrive before the sun 
set. As Buzz was running 3.73 gears, we 
decided to up our speed in what would 

be a vain attempt to arrive in Las Vegas 
before sundown. 

As we pulled on to the parking deck at 
New York, New York, we were greeted 
by an enthusiastic crowd of more than a 
dozen Mopars who waited an extra two 
hours to see us end the day’s leg. It didn’t 
take long before security took notice of our 
gathering and we were asked to leave. 
Thankfully, in the continuing spirit of the 
event, one of the Las Vegas Mopar owners, 
who brought a stunning Challenger SE, 
works at The Orleans Hotel Casino and 
got us permission to move our party over 

there. At 10 p.m. we said our goodbyes, 
knowing that a spectacular adventure had 
come to a very successful conclusion.

 Director Richard C. Sarafian’s Commentary 
on the Vanishing Point DVD

•	 In the film, Kowalski meets his fate in 
Cisco, California, as shown on the map 
in the command center of the California 
Highway Patrol. The only problem with this 
is that the Cisco, California in the movie 
was in reality Cisco, Utah. 

•	 Sarafian had a small crew, 19 in 
all, much like our own crew of five, that 
traveled up to 400 miles per day, to each 
day’s location.

•	 According to director Sarafian in his 
director’s comments on the Vanishing Point 
DVD, eight Challengers were used in the 
film. Only one was left intact at the end of 
filming.

•	 Vanishing Point had a $1.3 million 
budget. It went $80,000 over budget due 
to the addition of a full soundtrack album. 
Sarafian said that he lost profit points as 
a result, and thus he refers to the film as 
Vanishing Points.

•	 In its release in Communist countries, 
the film portrayed America as a decadent, 
drug-infested country.

•	 Vanishing Point was Cleavon Little’s 
first significant film role; he came from 
Broadway and wasn’t used to the fast pace 
of making a film with a small crew and 
miniscule budget. It was also John Amos’ 
first film.

•	 Bike crashes early in the film were 
comprised of actual shots spliced with stock 
footage.
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•	G ene Hackman was the original choice by Sarafian to play 
Kowalski; Hackman then went on to play “Popeye” Doyle in The 
French Connection.

•	 Cary Lofton, who also did the stunt driving in Bullitt, set the 
standard for stunt driving. He recently died, and in the opinion of 
Sarafian, he was the best, and died the best.  

• According to Sarafian’s DVD commentary, he didn’t try to direct 
a shot while it was happening, he let his people, especially the 
stunt drivers, do their thing. Nothing was storyboarded, Sarafian 
said that it was as if the film was written by a director; it was very 
improvisational. � ■

Something we did a lot of, spending time at the pump with two 
Hemi Challengers, here at Chuck and Bessie’s Stage Stop, in Lages 
Junction, Utah. Surprisingly, the SRT8 delivered more than 21 mpg 
over the 3,000-mile round trip. many people thought that the new 
Challenger was the new Camaro —  ironic given that in the film’s 
climactic scene it was a 1967 Camaro that was crashed into the 
bulldozers. Coincidence or just ironic?
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