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IS this car a sneak peak at an updated 2-door

ON A SNOWY, SLEETING DAY IN MID-DECEMBER, A MONTH BEFORE THE 2006 NORTH AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL
Auto SHow (NAIAS), WE WERE USHERED INTO A HUGE ROOM BURIED DEEP INSIDE THE CHRYSLER TECHNICAL
CENTER AT THE DAIMLERCHRYSLER HEADQUARTERS IN AUBURN HILLS.

On a snowy, sleeting day in mid- deep inside the Chrysler Technical Centerat  Styling Dome where senior Chrysler Group
December, a month before the 2006 North  the DaimlerChrysler headquartersin Auburn  executives review and sign off on future
American International Auto Show (NAIAS),  Hills. production vehicles. We were there to view,

we were ushered into a huge room buried We were in the inner sanctum, the  up close and personal, the Dodge Challenger
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pony car coming in the 2009 model year?

Concept, a car that promised to be the hit
of the upcoming NAIAS. But we didn’t
come empty-handed; we asked Dwayne
Buckner, a Chrysler employee himself, to
bring his 1970 Dodge Challenger R/T to
the Styling Dome where, for the very first
time, the old and new Challengers would
be photographed side-by-side.

Best of all, if the reaction to the Challenger
Concept at the NAIAS s as expected, you
are, in all likelihood, getting a sneak peek
at a not too thinly-disguised version of a
reincarnated, Charger-based Challenger
due to hit your local Dodge Boys showroom
sometime in the Spring of 2008 as an early
2009 model, about 28 months from now.

Even if there wasn’t a 1970 Challenger
R/T in the background, the first time you lay
eyes on the Challenger Concept, you know
exactly what it is; a thoroughly modern
update of one of the most beloved Mopar
musclecars. It’s immediately apparent that
designers Michael Castiglione (exterior) and
Alan Barrington (interior) have truly captured
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