




best that GM offered in 1966 and this was 
the final choice.

While it’s obvious that no virtually 
expense was spared to make the Chevelle 
as close to perfect as possible, Genty 
noted that the process was very similar to 
what their customers’ experience. “With 

the age of the cars and the miles they 
have accumulated,” says Genty, “Most of 
these types of cars need to be completely 
taken apart and restored. We used all the 
parts that are in our catalog, to make this 
car look new again, the same parts our 
customers are buying.” 

Under the hood, the look is “stock” but 
as is almost always the case, the engine 
is a bit more tuned than when it rolled off 
the assembly line. The 396 cubic inch, 
360-horsepower motor was built by James 
Ferguson to original specs except for a 
few modern upgrades like MSD ignition, 
Milodon oil system, Comp Cams Hydraulic 
roller cam (set to factory specifications) 
and an NOS factory Holley carburetor 
tuned by SMI of Huntington Beach, 
California. It all makes the OPGI Chevelle 
an exceptional driver. The engine has been 
mated to a TH200-4R 4-speed overdrive 
automatic transmission. This is such a 
common upgrade that OPGI even offers a 
4-speed lenses for the console for both the 
TH200-4R and TH700-R4 transmissions 
for Chevelles from 1966 through 1972. 
The rear axle is a 12-bolt Positraction with 
3.73:1 gears from Diffworks.

For the suspension, Genty and OPGI 
used the restoration as an opportunity to 
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