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1 Corvette, 30 CDs,

Join CA&F's Editor As He Gets His Kicks On Route 66.

Often it is difficult to understand why
we are so obsessed with our quest for
great sound. For some, competition is the
motivation. For others, its the passion 10
design and unker with aucho systems. But
for almost all of us, the bottom line (as
cliché as it sounds}, is the music. [t justi-
fies parting with hard-earned cash and
putting forth the effort; preat sound is an
important part of our lives.

When the ohsession strikes, what beter
cure could there be than hiting the road
with more than 30 classic CDs from a vari-

ety of musical siyles? Mayvhe having the keys
1o a brand-new 1997 Corvette {(number 28
off the linel? Better still, spend eight days
and cruise 2,300 miles on the most-storied
roac in Amenca. Route 66, also known as
Americas Main Streer. When | recently came
down with a severe case of office fever, 1
kerewe i was time e hit the road

A Little Background

There is a mania currently surrounding
Route 66, and 11t goes far deeper than Route
66 being just another road. Since the

MUSIC
m—mﬁ%zﬁ

1920s, it has pone by many differen:
names, the Mother Road, the WNational
Trails Highway, and just the dovble-six
Oftictally, Route 66 ne longer exists. [t was
decommissioned some years ago, its
Chicapo-lo-Los-Angeles route long ago
replaced by a number ol interstates and
superhighways that bypassed hundreds of
cities and lowns.

The trip | planned would allow for a
mote leisurely exploration of Middle
Amenca, and, in keeping with the All-
American motif, all the CDs | took along
with me were from distincrively American
artists—Irom MNat King Cole to Toem Peity
& the Heartbreakers to The Beach Boys.
All have come to represent our love affair
'ﬂ-"llh CHAT CATS A5 'r'-'E‘:I.] b ||'II'.“ FIILISH. Wt dre
50 passionake gbout

Omne of our primary goals each month is
1o find new ways 1o grab ihe inerest of
aur readers. The number of story possibil-
ities may be infinite, but ways to present
them 1o keep it all fresh and interesting
are decidedly limited. And while Route 66
road trips have been a magazine staple for
vears (every magazine rom Life 10
Autemobile has run variations ol the
therne], | wanted to malke this trip alone,
s readers might feel as il they were in the
seal next to me

Since | was traveling without a navigator,
my constan guide for the duration of the
trip would be Tom Snvders (oot that Tom
Snyder) fascinating book, “"Route 66
Travelers Cuide and Roadside Companion.”



It drew mes te what almost
looked like an alloysay, bl
there | saw the shield
Histaric Route 66" ke firs
ol hundreds o white-and-
brown markers that would
act as vehicular hread

CITLT DS, (,l FAWINnE me o A
pieT in Sana Monica a week

herice. Se kick bacle, fasten

parier =il bl aned over the
next tew pages well cover

2,300 miles rogether.
Free As A Bird

At davbreak Dbon
i hrisk, springtime
saturday morning, | pulled out of
the parage of my hotel on Chicages lake
Frant and beaced 1w Michisen ard Adarns
the scknowledged “ollicial” start al Route
6. Being the lazy person | om and torget

v that tmy Viette was also eguisped with

12-dhse CD chanper), for the hrs leg al
the crip. L slipped a greacest-hits
CD—A&usie Fram The All Awerican

ilighway- into the
in AMTRMACD twener and ook off for

il first photo opportunity

AL 5:30 qm., Chicago's streels wene vir-
tually deserzed and my sleek. white

vy . i I 3 I
LDOPELLE Orews iy AUaniian Inaln e e

soils up this carly. The st cul on this
dizc ts an instrumental cut trom the 1960s
selevision series, “Route 66." The weekly,
l.'rll"-i"w-l.'i:-llr||r'r' :|||','cr|I|.r|'~i (II.'['II:':I'-!. om 1ns

show are credited by many with hueling

this cbsession for the

ol The jazz-inspined

seat helped get my blood
moving tand a good thing,
e, as 'd yer 1o find a
Starbucks where | could get at
least 32 cunces of leaded cof
[ im e,

Alter getting the reguired
location shots, | took off for
Lou Mitchells—a Chicago
larclmark—Ilaor my birst break-
fast “on the road.” Like so many
places that 1 planned 1o visit,

[ou Michells fas been immior-
talized not enly in literature, buc
al
car-culture calendars produced
by Lucinga Lewis {(Machine Age
Publizhing, R1RTRE-1RTH

Alter g quick hreakipst, and feeling
more wide awske, it was time 1o gel moy
ing westwand, Replacing the fivst CD with

it a namber of oaestanding

Natahwe Colies Dinforecitable, T realized that
the album was not famous for her rendi
tion of “Route 66" hut for her duet,
Thaforgetiahle” wih ber ke Gther MNal
King Cole. (Mot King Cole had recorded
Route 66" more than 40 years earlier.)
The song “Unlorgenable” s an oustanding
recarding, and a great test of the Bose sys
temn that this and

e
v Corvelle is cquipped with (see "Five
Generations ol Corvette Audin” sidebar lor
acditional technical dezailsh.

With Chicago st

eintking in my rearview
marrer, 1 altersated between sections of the
old road and Interstate 35, getting the fecl
for the new Corvette and its capabilities.
Reaw froam the grousd up (for the Tiest time
since L9847, this 'OF Vette was equipped

with a six-speed pearbox, mounted in the

rear [alse for the first time).

Since the engine s mounted
behind the

renterhineg o
the front axle, technically the new
Wetle is a mid-engined car. Driving west on
1-3%, T was impressee with the solid feel of
the car. As much as | almost hate to admit
it, 1t seemed 10 share a closer kinship with
classic. [ront-cogined sporls cars of the
1960s {dare | say Perrari?) than the 43 years
of Corvettes that preceded iL

Py mighiFall oo the first day, and several
s fater (by this time | had loaded up the
tear-compartment 12-dise chanperd, 1 was
in 51 Tows, Missoun, having criused past
the Gateway Arch and Busch Stadinm

On The Road Again

In the morning, | hoeked up with John
Skalicky—CA&ES ace lensman—and 4
proup of Corvette enthusiasts from the
Boones Tral Corvetle Club, Through an
Incemet connection, they had invited me to
put iy leaner Vette through s paces in an
autocross, For those not famibar with the
term, an autocross is a course marked with
comes, ypically in a large parking lot. The
-C:Ihli"'l_". 5 1oy Eir s IHH| a5 ¥ou can W'llh“l.]'l
hitzing any cones. I you do, you are penal-
ized two seconds for each cone nicked.
Trus) mis, 1% nol A5 easy as i1 sounds.

Lnlike the other competitors, 1 chose
to drive the course with the roof off and
the syatem cranked, this time to the
strains ol Springsteens “Born 1o Run® (]



am @ Jersey guy alter all) from the Live
Collection. Although [ didnt win, T com-
pleted all six runs—spinming twice—waith
my best run being within four seconds of
best in class. Overall 1 was pleased, and
had more than 30 members take the Vens
bar a test drive 1 later found out via e-mail
that two members placed orders for 19958
Corvettes the following week

On the way ino Tulsa, Oklzshoma 1
stopped in Claremere—home of Will
Rogers, well-known as a wriler and grass
roals philosopher—and parked the Vette
next to his statue. 1t almest seemed as
il he was checking out the Ve,
maybe 1o place his own onder.
After Tlualsa, the next stop was
Stillwater, Cklahoema, e check
vut a4  trick
Kenwood/AudioControl system
installed in a 1996 Ceollecto
Edition Corvetle, owned by A
Researchs Jor Gross, It would
give me an excellent opportunity
o :L‘”TI':IHH‘ Hrlil. Lcerlrast |.|"|-i,' .E-I'l"-_iL' b}-!—li:‘.’fl
inmy Vele with a [ull-oore 1ASCA com

allermarket

petition systemt. For this leg. | decided to
pul twio of my Gvorite artists in the D
changer, Dwight Twilley and Phil
Seyvmour, both closely identified with the
Tulsa recording scene since the late 19705,

The Dhwight Twilley Band had a 1op-20
hit with “I'm On Fire" from 1973%
Sincerely, while bandmate Seymour had a
aumher of mid-pack sole his thar
mcluded the Beatiesgue “Precious to Me."
The recently released retrospective,
Preclous Lo Me,
accompaniment to che {latlands of

provided the perfect

Oklshoma,
and later, the north Texas panhandle. With
the rvockin® “Baby lts You" cranked, the

speedometer touched 140 tor the first time
on a desolate stretch of the pld road some-
whiere east of Amanllo, Texas. Growing up
enjoying their music. | thought that
Twilley and Seymour had unrealized
potentizl 1 be an American Lennoen and
McCartney. Time proved tha: this would
not be the case.

On Wednesday night, T visited the
world-famous Big Texas Steak House,
home of the free T2-ounce steak—Iree,
that is, if you can eat it all, zlong with
shrimp cocktail, salad, and & baked potato
in 60 minutes or less, The record, believe
it or not, is nine minutes and 30 seconds,
Although 1 got off to a promising start, by
the 30-minute mark, 1 realized thar 1 was
going to eome up shorl, and 1 only man-
agedd 1o gel through 60 ounces betore time
ran out. Mo disgrace though, as someone
almest twice my size had come up 1wo
cunces short, 30 minutes sarher

The Long And Winding Road

Amarillo was overcast the [allowing
moming, promising a grey day for the
drive to Alhuquergue. A few miles west of




rown is the famous Cadillac Ranch. Often
referred 1o as
seeing land yachts |'II. Tied
handles is an impress

Arriving i Alhuguergue, Mew
which had been rmy home for fve
was a homecoming of coris. Alhug

an American S
up to their door
VE |L]I

loinehi g

v Mexico,
YEATS,
.Ji'll.ll.l.'
is w rmolticelioral southwestern city with
equal parts of Mative American, Hispanic,
and Angle i ||1|1 rices. Bu:
everyone NEere seems Lo agree
fondness for country music
YWhen | arrived there in 1992, 1 had the
|'.|; """ LUy

sometling

upon i3 the

1o attendd the be-anmzal Unser
farmily Ta low ceen party, and Al Lnser [os

orite band, Sawyer Brown, entertained
more than 2000 guesis. T just so bap-
sl a recently released CD
= appropriately named ik

Rod, That, aleng with Asierp

pensdd thiat they
available,

Darys o thie

= Ibﬂ

immlmmm of the 1997 Corvette repre-
he fifth major chonge in the design evolu-
- America’s fovorite sports cor. Over the

3 Tbk . GM bﬂs buili upon the post relation-
_:éiﬁql ﬁrhrlnu fo

teristics, while reducing the size of the mognet
struchure. This thin B-inch speaker is used in con-
junction with e 3'/zinch tweeter/midrange
speaker to provide oulstonding repro-
duction of a full spectrum ﬂ[gSEIl!I'Id.

Since Bose engineers entered the
design process ol en eorly stage of
the new Corvette's development, they
were ahle fo have input on the design
of the door structure, thus optimizing
the location of the fronl speakers.
This results in superior stoging {for o
factory-instolled system).

Something thot | have noticed in
my evoluation of o number of Base
systems is that | seem fo hear instruments in the
upper midrange on fomiliar materiol that | hove
not heord on other high-performance systems.
Becouse both the Bose system ond the
oftermorket systems
produce impressive
RTA grophs ond Fre-
quency response
rves, | om of o loss
to explain this, other
than 1o say that it
exists. In the coming
manihs we hope to
make o more detoiled
evoluation of this

phenamenon.
Taking o step back
into  the audio

archives, first-genera-

m i} dmmr tontrols). Chevralel olso offers
{Bdmngamﬂirﬁmh units os either a far-

] Bm mplws o new speaker lech-
:'Fsﬁm which uses innovative materials for
“Hﬂﬂiﬂ ip&ukm with high-oulput charac-

tion Corvetles, from
1953 to 1962, have o chorm oll their own. dudio
hod o low priority with GM designers. The interior
of the Corvette, with its dual-cockpit design,
laced a conventional AM-band shaft radio either
igh in the dash (1953-1957) or low in the dash
{1958-1962).



at the Wheel Live, was added 1o the CT3
changer hefore [ headed up Kine Mile Hill,
Central Avenie, Roure 66, west of the city

Back on the road agatn, T made my way
wweard Arizona. On three prior rips on

old Route 68, T had detoured through

Winslow, Arizona, Maturally, with his
being a musically themed tip. 1 had to

drive through town with “Take It Easy”
from The Eagles'

Cerectest Hits 1971-1976
turned up loud. Ther is even & corner in
Winslow that is marked as “the corner in
Winslow, Arizena.” Unfonunately, no
flathed Ford happened to drive by, but the
while Vette attracted a large group of teen-
ape admirers while parked.

Leaving the teeragers (and Winslow)
behind, the next stop was the iy o
Flzgsiafl, and the next CDs added to the
changers muganne were Tom Peiy & the
Hearthreakers' Greatest Hits and Del
Shannons Live i Encland, There is 2 strong
e between the twe dises. Shacnon, hes
Ol 1o
Tarey” Trorm the early 1960s, recorded a
soa alhum produced by Peuy in 196820 It
vielded a modest Top-40 ki wath a kawni-
g version ol Phil Phillips “Sez of Lowve”
n the ather hand, Peny has enjoyed
unbraken

known for “Runaway” and “Hats

SACCESS  5ITCe Iy

davs in callege, liest with 1975%
Amertcan Garl.

there was no American gid in the Dass

Linfortanatele lor e

ger seal for Lhis toip, just maps,
beoks, my lapiop, and emzty Arizora- and
Sripele-iced-tea hotles

After g detour 1o sed the Grand
Canyon, | stepped in Willlams, Arizoas
to replenisk iy owen tank. Thers | leamed
that Williamns was the last town aleng
Reute &6 that was bypas
state hiphways. |

=2 by the inter-
1L or net, ab onss

e, b was the only eaffic liph berween

Chicago and Los Angeles

Pulling our of town, | knew 1 was oo
the home simench, less than 300 miles
from fome, Approschimg the

California Horder atter 10

pom. Fridzv, 1 gecided 1o
stop in Nevdies instezd ol
sushing onward., 1hat

turaed out to be o wise deci

sion, ds | wais o adl tires .”IIJ
it would have been a shame
tee drive the unspoiled
Califarnia higl
porsiens af Reule 66 in

darkness.

desers

Several aftermarkel manufocturers offer mod-
ified AM/FM/cossatte receivers Io fit this opplico-
fion. The units fit these opplications with no
maodifications and now include models with built-
in CD-changer conitraks.

Since eorly Corvettes had only o single dash-
mounted ovol speaker, fo get stereo reproduction

it is possible 1o install two smaller circular speak-
~ ers in the some location, In addition, where on

original ook is not required, smoll speaker enclo-

siires can he instolled behind the bucket senls.
The second generation of Corvelles, the 1963

through1967 Sting Rays, built upon the dual cock-

& - - ‘

pit design of the first generation ond extended the
tenter section of the instrument panel to further
seporate the driver and passenger. (omplicating
the installation of uparaded systems is that during
this paried, the rodie wos mounted vertically with
tha contrel shofts mounted on top. FM bands were
first offered os factory-installed options during
this erq, Custom Avlosound Manufocturing offers
o selection of Pioneer and Kenwood receivers vith
the shafts already modified to facilitote ensy
installation in this application.

The third generation of Corvettes, 1968 through
1982, offered voriations of the then-current GM
shaft radio layout, olthough there were several dif-
ferentes over the years. In oddition, both 8-track

ond tossette combinafions were first offered os foc-
fory-installed epfions during this period.

From 1968 1o 1976, the bezel inla which the
radio wos mounted was made of metal. This
required o smoll nosepiece receiver with exiro

- wide shalt spacing. At one time, units like this

were tommon in the aftermarket, but with the
maove 1o DIN-style receivers, this configuration is
no longer offered by mainstreom menufacturers.
Again Custom Avtasound Manubacturing has come



California Dreamin’

Refreshed
Saturday marning, 1
reloaded the CD
changer one last time.
Sinece  this was
a collee-

Calibornia,

E-:‘;r- C D"i filled the
magazine, More than
any other Amertcan
band, The Beach Boys
are inexorably linked 1o
Southern California car
the final
hve hours ol my road
trip. belore playing the
clazsic Endless Summer and Spirit of
America C collections, 1 opted for owo
cli-beat, Beach-Bovs-related CDs For the
long dezert stretches, | played Stack-0-
Tracks, a collection of The Beach Boys'
bess-known hits withowt theie trademark
vocals, "ln My Room” and “Surter Girl"
ticrnizel put 1o be perfect as 1 sped threugh
the desert, taking i both the beauty of the
desert and the Vette exceptional open
road abilities. East of Barstow, the desert is
dotted with a
over relics from Route 66% heyday in the
19305 This parched, desolate region was

a favorls

culture, For

number al ghost wowns; lel-

for Hollywood types 1o filin a
wide wvariety ol commercials and films
needing a desert backdrop.

Belween Barsiow

e

ey

mumuﬁ

and Pomeona, Calitornia,
1 tried Stars aned Stripes Vel 1, a ribute CD
teaturing classic Beach Boys wines recorded
by country artists with The Beach Boys
Meither coun-
try or pure pop, s a wonderful collec-
tion from the likes of Lome Morgan
("Don't Worry Baby™), Ricky Van Shelton
("Fun, Fun, Fun™, Willie Melson ("The
Warmth of the Sun”), and Kathy Troceoh
(1 Can Hear Music™) among others,
From Pomona, through Pasadena and
Hnally on o Santa Monica,

prowiding hack-up vocals.

T sl

g

the disc- and
track-select con-
trals to find all my
Beach Bovs favorites from
Endless
Spirit of America These
included ~“Be lrue teo
Your Schoal.” ™1 Get
Around,” “Wendy™, “elp
Me Rheonda,” “Goed
Vibrations,” “409 " and
“This Car of Mine"—each
and every track a true
American classic,

By the time | reached
the Santa Monica pier, the end of the toad,
[ had covered more than 2,300 miles,
detours included. ['d burned more than
125 gallons of fuel, averaging almost 25
miles per pallon {prety remarkable given
the performance envelope the Vetle pro-
vided and how hard 7t was driven at rimes).
Now all that remained 1o be done was 1o
recurn the car to Chevrolets representatives
aller the Memorial Day weekend

At my desk Tuesday morning, T had the
opportunity to reflect on the journey just
compleied. 1 admitted to nysell that the
new Corvelle 15 knocking al the door of
world-class standards, minor details the
last hatrier stopping it from taking its
rightful place in the upper echelon of
sports cars. On the other hand, the
Corvenes new Bose Music bSystem sets
new stanclarls fo
tems. At full volume. with the right CDs,
the odometer spinning effortlessly, slices of
Americana become a blur Remember 1o
slow down and savor a compelling combi-
nation, great iwnes, & dazzling automokbile,
and a road not casily forgoen, &

Summer and

factory-installed svs-

to the rescus, offaring units o fit this opplication.
The third generation of Caorvettes odopted o

i thange in 1977 thot ran through the end

of the series in 1982. The center bezel of the
instrument panel wus redesigned ond changed
over o o pr:sﬁt material and a change in the
nosepiece ond shoft spacing allowed for mos!
abtermarket shaft radios to be instolled with litfle
difficulty. The change to plostic olso allowed the
installation of contemporary DIN-style receivers

: % the dash bezel would no longer qualify

The I:Igalesl evolution in Corvelte audio
pccwrred with the early introduction of the 1984
fourth-generation (there was no 1983) Corvetie.

- With o newly designed, lorge-face receiver shared

with other GM vehicles and the ovailability of the

 Bose Music System option, the Corvette truly rep-
 resented the flogship position in GM's cudio sys-

tem kierarchy.
Well-received af the fime of ils introduction,

 this signaled the true stort of GM's direct compe-

filion with the oudio aftermarket. Although better
thon virlually any factory-instolled system, the
original Bose Music System fell o bit shor! of bet-

- fer aftermorkel systems. Front speaker location in

the door, dicoted by the vehicle’s design, wos less
thon optimum, and the system did not match up

~well in the areas of extended bass response and

oulpul.
hql{.'ﬁ 1990, the dosh of the Corvette come in for
b F - - ..a-r Ilr- :

o redesign with the iniroduction of o new double-
DIN-style raciver, and induded o combination in-
dash AM/FM/CD/casselte receiver oplion. By this
fime, more than half of oll new Corvettes were
pped with the Bose Music System option. This
gﬂu illustrates o 96 collectors edifion dash vith
o Kenwood AM/FM/CD receiver installed.
For more than four decudes, the Corvelte hos
esented o spediol port of American aufomofive
mlm. The images of cuising the open road
with the top down or the roof panel off, wind in
the face, hair blowing in the breeze, the rumble
of o big V-8 under the heod, is uniquely American.
When the Corvette, no matter whot the vinlage, is

equipped with an outstanding high-performance
audio system, the experience is even better,
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