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GUMBO/ Leimert Park Book Festival - 2 

 
Gumbo for the Soul: the Recipe for Literacy in the Black Community, compiled by 
Beverly Black Johnson (iUniverse, Inc./Gumbo for the Soul Publications, paperback, 
308pp.,$24.95) is the first in a series of compilations of delicious poetry, essays, quotes, 

and personal reflectional accounts of contributors' respective educational and 
occupational experiences that address adversity, obstacles, perseverance and 
determination, as well as assorted gumbo recipes. 
 

Proceeds from the sale of the book benefit development of Johnson’s San Jose, CA-based 
"Gumbo for the Soul" Literacy Program -- a 501(c)(4) public service initiative. The 
anthology is available online at www.BarnesandNoble.com 
 

PRAISE FOR “GUMBO FOR THE SOUL” ANTHOLOGY: 
“Gumbo for the Soul" dares to call it like it is. This serving of Gumbo is a must-read for 
every parent, teacher, mentor, and all who believe it is important that our children can 
read and comprehend the English language."  

-- Tavis Smiley, Author, Television and Radio Host 
 

"Gumbo for the Soul” tells African-Americans exactly what the recipe for a good life is … 
It is inspirational, uplifting, and recommended for people of all ages, colors and 
aspirations."      -- Alice Holman, The RAWSISTAZ Reviewers 
 
“GUMBO FOR THE SOUL” LITERARY CONTRIBUTORS (partial listing): 
Heather Covington, NAACP Image Award nominee; author of Literary Divas; 

host, the former Black Family Channel’s “Literary Living” 

Nathasha Brooks-Harris, Emma Award winning author of Panache 

Delores Thornton, “Queen of Marketing” Marguerite Publishing 

Niambi Jarvis, founder & CEO, Hiyaah Power, Inc. 

James W. Lewis, contributor, Chicken Soup for the Soul 

Kim Robinson, author of The Roux in the Gumbo 

Synthia Saint James, award-winning artist, author, songwriter, 

and designer of the widely popular Kwanzaa postage stamp 

Vecepia Towery-Robinson, CBS "Survivor" winner 

Beverly Black Johnson, founder, "Gumbo for the Soul" Literacy Program; 
compiler, “Gumbo for the Soul” anthology series 

 

THE LITERACY PROGRAM: 

Proceeds from the sale of the book will benefit development of "Gumbo for the Soul" 
Literacy Program - a 501(c)(4) public service initiative. To learn more about the program, 
and how you can support it, please visit www.gumboforthesoul.net. Corporate and 
organizational sponsorships are welcome; call 209-947-4743 or email 
gumboforthesoul@yahoo.com. 
 

THE BOOK FESTIVAL: 
The first Leimert Park Book Festival will honor the memory of best-selling novelist, 
journalist and activist, Bebe Moore Campbell, who passed on in November 2006 at age 
56 years. The festival is hosted by Eso Won Books. Leimert Park Book Festival sponsors 
include Washington Mutual, Starbucks, KABC-7, Time Warner Cable, the United States 
Postal Service, Nestles and Broadway Federal Bank. 
 

For more information about the Leimert Park Book Festival, contact Cynthia E. Exum at 

323-838-7997 / info@leimertparkbookfair.com, or visit www.leimertparkbookfair.com. 
 

### 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/
http://www.hiyaahpower.org/
http://www.heavydivasbydesign.com/
http://www.gumboforthesoul.net/
mailto:gumboforthesoul@yahoo.com
mailto:info@leimertparkbookfair.com
http://www.leimertparkbookfair.com/

