
By TATIANA PROPHET
Staff Writer

VICTORVILLE — Nutro Prod-
ucts has spent more than $4 mil-
lion to vanquish an odor problem 
at its Victorville factory, and now 
it’s time for the air district to de-
cide if  the plan of  attack is good 
enough.

“I want to reserve judgment on 
whether it’s fixed or not,” said 
Eldon Heaston, executive officer 
of  the Mojave Desert Air Qual-
ity Management District. “I want 
to wait before I’m cautiously op-
timistic that we’ve rectified the 

problem.”
Friday was the deadline by 

which the company had to imple-
ment an odor-abatement plan 
devised by its paid consultant, 
mitigating it “beyond detectable 
levels.”

Although the district is still 
getting complaint calls since Fri-
day’s deadline, they are not as nu-
merous as they were from Octo-
ber to February. The latest March 
numbers were not yet available.

Heaston said he will probably 
make a decision by the end of  
April whether the problem has 
been rectified, and if  not, what 

kind of  penalty to impose on the 
company.

The pet food plant opened in 
March 2006 at the Foxborough 
Industrial Park at Nisqualli and 
Hesperia roads, adding about  
100 new jobs to the area. By May, 
residents in the nearby commu-
nity of  Spring Valley Lake and 
surrounding Victorville neighbor-
hoods started to notice the smell 
of  dog food.

Allen Arias, plant manager, said 
he has done everything he could 
from the beginning — bringing in 
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By HILLARY BORRUD
Staff Writer

VICTORVILLE — Children took cen-
ter stage at a Passover Seder feast at the 
Ambassador Hotel on Tuesday night.

“Dayenu, dayenu, dayenu,” a room 
full of  about 150 sang, thanking God for 
freeing the Israelites from slavery in 
Egypt. Dayenu means “that along would 
have been enough, for that alone we are 
grateful.” 

It was a light-hearted celebration that 
included four questions that children 
traditionally ask at Passover, such as, 
“What is this all about?” 

It also included a “frog song” about 

the second of  the 10 plagues brought 
by God upon the Egyptians, for which 
children hopped up and down like the 
amphibians. 

The meal was hosted by the Congre-
gation Bamidbar Shel Ma’alah, a Re-
form Jewish congregation. The Beth 
Shalom Messianic Jewish Congrega-
tion was also invited. Messianic Jews 
believe that Jesus was the Messiah, said 
Rabbi Rene Bloch of  Beth Shalom.  

People in the hall of  the Ambassador 
Hotel might have celebrated elements 
of  the Seder differently in the past, but 
many learned the underlying religious 
and cultural threads of  the holiday 
when they were children, too. 

Memories reaching back to childhood 
or youth are also the reason why Pass-
over holds a special meaning for many 
Jews. 

For Dave Eiser of  Wrightwood, who 
was raised in an Orthodox Jewish fam-
ily in New Jersey, it conjures up memo-
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Freelance videographer 
who shot San Francisco  
G8 protests makes  
deal with prosecutors
FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

 Joshua Wolf, 24, a freelance 
videographer originally from 
Wrightwood, was released Tues-
day after spending more time 
behind bars than any other 
journalist for refusing to testify 
to a grand jury.

Wolf  left the federal prison in 
Dublin in Alameda County, where 
he spent more than seven months 
after refusing to obey a subpoena 
to turn over his video from a cha-
otic 2005 San Francisco street pro-
test during the G-8 summit.

His mother, Liz Wolf-Spada, 
a Wrightwood resident who 

teaches in Phelan, said she was 
very relieved her son is finally 
out of  prison.

“I  can’t  believe this  is  
happening.”

Spada said she was on the 
phone with Wolf’s attorney 
when the release order from the 
judge was faxed in.

In a deal with prosecutors, 
Wolf  agreed to turn over the un-
cut video, which he also posted 
on his Web site earlier Tuesday.

Prosecutors said they were 
not inclined to seek his grand 
jury testimony, although they 
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Nutro neutralizes odor problem
Traffic  Tuner

By Katherine Rosenberg

Drinking from the dumpWolf freed 
after record 
time in jail

AP Photo / Ben Margot
Joshua Wolf, left, wheels his belongings in the parking lot of the Federal 
Correctional Institution in Dublin on Tuesday. Wolf, a freelance videogra-
pher, was released Tuesday after spending more time behind bars than 
any other journalist for refusing to testify to a grand jury.

This question is being 
re-visited from last 
week:

Dear Traffic Tuner,
I drive down Park Avenue 

between Palmdale Road and 
Dos Palmas Road all the time, 
and I’ve noticed that there 
are no speed-limit signs on 
the entire road. 

There are several busi-
nesses on the road, including 
Kaiser-Permanente, the Daily 
Press, Cask and Cleaver and 
the gym I go to. You have to 
drive fairly slow because peo-
ple are always turning in and 
out of all the driveways, espe-
cially when you get down to 
the gas stations on the corner. 

It is my understanding that 
when there is no posted speed 
limit on a city street the speed 
limit becomes 55 mph, by de-
fault. Is that true? If  so, does 
the city have any plans to put 
up speed limit signs to reduce 
the speed, because I person-
ally think 55 mph is way too 
fast for such a busy street.

According to City Engineer 
Sean McGlade, the speed limit 
is not posted as it falls under the 
direction of  a business district. 
The speed limit on Park Avenue, 
therefore, is 25 mph. This is the 
official word on the matter.

•
Officials from the San 

Bernardino County Sheriff’s 
Department Victorville station 
Tuesday conducted their ninth 
court sting in six months. 

Deputies will sit in on a court 
appearance when a judge is or-
dering an individual not to drive.

That person is then followed 
into the parking lot to deter-
mine whether they complied 
with the law. 

In cases where they have not, 
they are followed and cited, with 
their vehicle often being im-
pounded for a period of  30 days.

The results were the most 
successful to date, and Traffic 
Sgt. John Mattke attributes that 
to education of  drivers with sus-
pended licenses.

“This is the fewest people 
we’ve gotten. There were just 
four people today who chose 
to ignore judge’s orders by 
driving themselves away from 
the courthouse,” Mattke said. 
“We look at is as a successful 
program because the education 
aspect is working.”

The stings are funded 
through a state grant from the 
Office of  Traffic Safety, and 
Mattke says his traffic team 
plans to conduct two programs 
a month through the remainder 
of  the year.

•
On Friday, the San 

Bernardino County Sheriff’s 
Department Apple Valley sta-
tion is going to conduct a DUI/
Traffic Safety checkpoint at an 
undisclosed location, said Traf-
fic Sgt. Lindel Savage.

“We will be concentrating 
on identifying and arresting 
intoxicated drivers, checking 
valid driver’s licenses and 
building public awareness of  
the problem of  drunk driv-
ing,” Savage said.

The Sheriff’s Department 
often relies on the help of  con-
cerned citizens in reporting 
drunken driving. Some signs to 
help detect drunken drivers are:

• Turning with a wide radius.
• Straddling the center of  the 

road or lane marker.
• Stopping inappropriately.
• Weaving or zigzagging 

across the road.
• Driving slower than 10 mph 

under the speed limit.
• Erratic braking.

Have a question about bad roads, dan-
gerous intersections or other driving-
related matters? Write: The Traffic Tuner, 
Daily Press, P.O. Box 1389, Victorville, 
CA 92393-1389 or e-mail questions to  
krosenberg@vvdailypress.com with 
“Traffic Tuner” in the subject line.

Reexamining 
speed on 

unmarked 
roads

Considerable number of 
areas affected as suspects 
found with paint on hands

By KATHERINE ROSENBERG
Staff Writer

VICTORVILLE — “Caught 
red-handed” doesn’t get much 
more literal than this.

Two men went to jail Monday 
morning when Deputy Stephen 
Bakonyi, dispatched to a call for 
vandalism, stopped a vehicle for 
failing to stop at a stop sign at 
North Star Avenue and Jade Road.

When he got to the car, the 
female driver said she was just 
“giving the two men a ride,” 
said Karen Hunt, spokeswoman 
for the San Bernardino County 
Sheriff’s Department.

The men stepped out of  the 
car and they had spraypaint all 
over their hands and spray can-
isters were visible in the back-
seat, officials said.

Bakonyi later found extensive 
vandalism on a wall near El Eva-
do Road and North Star Avenue 
and arrested Anthony Lira, 20, 
and Andrew Lira, 18, on suspicion 
of  felony defacing of  property 
with damages exceeding $400. 

The number of  locations cov-
ered by graffiti were not available, 
but Hunt said it was considerable.

“All too often, this kind of  van-
dalism not only destroys the ap-
pearance of  our city and neigh-
borhoods, but it causes concern 
among the residents who wonder 
if  it’s gang tagging or someone’s 
expression of  art,” Hunt said.

Citizens are urged to contact au-
thorities when they see vandalism: 

In Adelanto, call code en-
forcement, 246-2300, Ext. 3005.

In Apple Valley, call code en-
forcement, 240-7560.

In Hesperia, call Public 
Works, 947-1417.

In Victorville, call, 261-2222.
In Spring Valley Lake, call 

245-9756.
Crimes may be reported anon-

ymously to any sheriff’s station 
and to WeTip at (800) 78-CRIME.

For photographs of  the 
vandalism, log on to www.
vv.dailypress.com.  

Graffiti 
vandals 
caught  
red-handed

Air district prepares to judge company after more than $4 million spent on issue

Michael Stenerson / Staff Photographer

Nutro Products has installed more components in their factory to 
help abate the smell that many neighbors in Spring Valley Lake 
and surrounding neighborhoods complain of. 

Photos by Michael Stenerson / Staff Photographer
TOP: Rita Perria folds her hands during one of the many prayers during the Seder dinner. ABOVE: David Rib holds a piece of matzo in the 
air while leading the Passover Seder on Tuesday night at the Ambassador Hotel in Victorville.

Lo ca l  Se d e r  eve n t  a  t i m e  fo r  c h i l d re n ,  o f  a l l  a g es

Dr. Dave Eiser, left, passes the Passover Seder 
Plate to Elizabeth Paine on Tuesday night.

A feast of freedom,
a time to remember

Victorville ceremony helps explain 
history of annual Jewish tradition

Hodge resident worries 
illegal dumping is ending 
up in local water supply

By AARON AUPPERLEE
Staff Writer

HODGE — Go under the rail-
road tracks and turn right at 
the dead emu — that’s how Li-
sa Carlson used to tell friends 
how to get to her house. 

The dead emu is gone, de-
composed and decayed. 

But other dead and diseased 
animals and mountains of  oth-
er trash still sit in the Mojave 
River bed in Hodge, much to 
the dismay of  Carlson.

“Look how tall that is,” 
Carlson said pointing a seven-
foot pile of  building materi-
als, shingles, mattresses, adult 
diapers, oil containers and 
other refuge. “That’s not all 
dirt. That’s all rubbish.”

Carlson knows of  two sites 
along the Mojave River in 
Hodge where large amounts 
of  trash have been recently 

dumped. Hodge is a small com-
munity in unincorporated San 
Bernardino County 35 miles 
northeast of  Victorville off  
National Trails Highway. 

At one site, Carlson saw new 
tire tracks and suspected they 
dumped sometime in the last 
24 hours. She said she started 
noticing the dump sites soon 
after she moved to Hodge to 
enjoy open spaces, walks in the 
desert and the desert’s wildlife.

Unfortunately, a discarded 
car, washers, dryers, propane 
tanks and paint cans have built 
up just across the railroad 
tracks in a wash that leads to 
the river bed and at other sites. 

Debris from the dump sites 
can be found down river. The 
air reeks of  rot from the de-
caying animals. 

Carlson said the animals, 
mostly sheep and goats, will 
not be picked apart by coyotes 
because they are diseased. 
Flies buzzed around the car-
cass of  a dead dog left on the 
bank of  the river.
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Expanded recycling provided  
at county waste sites 

Responding to state require-
ments to reduce materials being 
landfilled, San Bernardino County 
will launch an expanded waste re-
cycling/diversion program at its 
Victor Valley disposal sites.  

Beginning May 1, loads of  waste 

accepted at the Victorville Landfill 
and Phelan (Sheep Creek) Trans-
fer Station will be targeted for ad-
ditional on-site processing to pull 
material out for recycling and reuse 
rather than just burying it.

A call for community writers
Do you like to write?

Do you live in Phelan, Pinon 
Hills, Helendale, Wrightwood, Oro 
Grande, Oak Hills or El Mirage?

Can you write about what goes 
on in your community? Do you 
have a computer?

If  so, contact Keith Jones, man-
aging editor of  the Daily Press, 
at kjones@vvdailypress.com or 
955-5368.

By KATHERINE ROSENBERG
Staff Writer

WRIGHTWOOD — A strand-
ed motorist found a decom-
posed body Tuesday morning 
off  a rural stretch of  road, 
and officials later identified 
the victim as a Lytle Creek 
man who had been missing 
since March 13. 

Authorities have reason 
to believe John Rintalan, 54, 
was killed by a member of  
the Vagos outlaw motorcycle 
gang, said Cindy Beavers, 
spokeswoman for the Sheriff’s  
Department.

Rintalan was reported miss-
ing under suspicious circum-
stances last month, and the 
Fontana station handed the 
investigation over to the San 
Bernardino County Sheriff’s 
Department Homicide Detail 
three days later to begin a mur-
der investigation, Beavers said.

Rintalan’s girlfriend re-
ported that all of  his vehicles 
were accounted for, as well 
as his motorcycle which was 

parked outside, although the 
girlfriend said Rintalan never 
left it out. 

The unnamed girlfriend 
also said that Rintalan never 
returned calls to her, which 
was very unusual, Beavers  
relayed.

When a mo-
torist found 
h i m s e l f  
stranded on 
Desert Front 
Road around 
8 a.m. Tues-
day, he began 
to pace out-
side his ve-
hicle, Beavers said, as there is 
not a lot of  traffic in the area 
near Highway 2. 

He looked down a rocky em-
bankment and saw the body 
in the advanced stages of  de-
composition no more than  
10 feet from the roadway.

“There didn’t appear to be any 
attempt to conceal the body,” 
Beavers said. “Anybody that 
was walking on the right side of  
the roadway, the body was very 

visible for someone standing or 
walking, but not driving.”

Investigators were called and 
found that the victim matched 
the physical description of  
John Rintalan, and the clothing 
and tattoo markings were very 

similar, Bea-
vers said.

N o  a r -
rests have 
been made 
a n d  a u -
t h o r i t i e s 
are asking 
that anyone 
with infor-
mation con-

tact the Homicide Detail at 
(909) 387-3589.

Infor mation can also be 
left anonymously by calling 
WeTip at (800) 78-CRIME. 
WeTip infor mants are eli-
gible for up to $1,000 should 
their information lead to an 
arrest and conviction. 

Katherine Rosenberg can be reached 
at 951-6276 or by e-mail at krosen-
berg@vvdailypress.com. 

ROBERTA BUSCHER 
Ro b e r t a  A n n  B u s c h e r, 

known to family and friends as 
“Byrde,” passed away peacefully 
in her sleep March 31, 2007. She 
was born Roberta Ann Perry on 
Dec. 29, 1953, to Robert and Lou-
ise Perry in Los Angeles.

Roberta worked for many 
years as a nurses aide in the 
Los Angeles area before moving 
to the High Desert in 1984 and 
becoming a homemaker. Her 
family and friends will always 
remember her as a loving and 
giving person with a big heart 
who was willing to give a help-
ing hand to anyone in need.

Roberta is survived by her 
husband of  26 years, Joseph 
Buscher of  Hesperia; two sons, 
one daughter and their spous-
es, Jason and Pansy Coffman 
of  Las Vegas, Nev., Joseph and 
Rebecca Buscher of  Victorville 
and Mary Jo and Michael Wer-
schey of  Bellevue, Neb.; four 
grandchildren, Zechary Coff-
man, Christopher Werschey, 
Brittney Werschey and Kim-
berly Werschey; sister Susan 
(Perry) Lerner and her husband 
William of  Baldwin Park; sister 
Charlene Barrette; brother Mi-
chael Barette; numerous nieces 
and nephews and five grand-
nieces and nephews. Roberta 
is also survived by her beloved 
dogs Gordon, Herman, Susie, 
Bozo, Big Jake and Lucy.

ETHEL RICHMOND 
Former Hesperia resident 

Ethel May Richmond, 81, who 
recently moved to Country 
Lawn in Navarre, Ohio, went 
to be with the Lord and Savior 
April 3, 2007.

She was the loving mother of  
Joyce Kurtz of  Canton, Ohio; 
grandmother of  Julie Rose, Kristy 

Beram, Kelly Day, Shelly Sommers 
and Steven Kurtz; great-grand-
mother of  Samantha, Christian, 
Kelli, Max, Melissa, Chad, Jenna, 
Christopher, Lauren and one on 
the way; and loving sister of  Thel-
ma Hayes, Edna Hunter and Jim 
Renn. She will be dearly missed.

In honor of  her wishes, Ethel 
will be cremated and a burial at 
sea will take place with the fam-
ily in California.

Reed Funeral Home, 705 Raff  
Road SW, Canton, Ohio, is han-
dling arrangements.

Those who would like to share 
a fond memory or condolence 
may do so online at www.reedfu-
neralhome.com.

MIKE DEBELLO
Mike Debello, 86, died March 

28, 2007. He was a resident of  
Victorville for 13 years.

Visitation will be at 10 a.m. 
Wednesday at Desert View Fu-
neral Home Chapel, 11478 Ama-
rgosa Road, Victorville. 

Services will follow at 11 a.m.
Desert View Funeral Home is 

handling arrangements.

HAROLD JONES
Harold L. Jones, 58, died 

March 25, 2007, in Adelanto.
Visitation will be from 4 to  

8 p.m. Thursday at Kern Memo-
rial Chapel in Victorville.

Graveside services will be at 
10:15 a.m. Friday at Riverside 
National Cemetery in Riverside.

Kern Memorial Chapel is han-
dling arrangements.

Some obituaries in this section are paid 
for by families of the deceased, who 
also provide the information. The Daily 
Press is not responsible for the accura-
cy of the information published in paid 
obituaries. Short death notices are also 
offered, and these are free of charge.

left open the possibility that 
he could be subpoenaed again 
later in the investigation.

“I will not under any circum-
stances testify before a grand 
jury,” Wolf  said as he left the 
prison. An unshaven Wolf, wear-
ing a white T-shirt and sweat 
shorts, said he was looking for-
ward to “pizza and a beer.”

U.S. District Judge William 
Alsup, who had jailed Wolf  for 
226 days, approved his release.

The government is investi-
gating how a San Francisco 
police officer’s skull was frac-
tured during the melee and 
who set a police car on fire.

The footage Wolf  posted on-
line does not capture the al-
leged crimes authorities are 
investigating, lawyer David 
Greene said.

Wolf’s incarceration sur-
passed  that  o f  Vanessa 
Leggett, a Houston-based free-
lancer who served a record 168 
days in 2001 and 2002 for de-
clining to reveal unpublished 
material about a murder case.

Wolf’s lawyers argued that 
the First Amendment gave 

him the right to refuse the 
subpoena to turn over the rest 
of  his tape.

“Now that the fences of  the 
law and the tradition that has 
protected the press are broken 
down, the people are the vic-
tims. The First Amendment, 
as I read it, was designed pre-
cisely to prevent that tragedy,” 
said Wolf  in prepared state-
ment he read later Tuesday 
on the steps of  San Francisco 
City Hall.

But agreeing with federal 
prosecutors, Alsup cited a 1972 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling 
that the U.S. Constitution does 
not entitle reporters, or any-
body else, to withhold their 
confidential sources or unpub-
lished material in a grand jury 
investigation or criminal trial.

Califor nia’s Shield Law 
allows reporters to keep 
sources and unpublished ma-
terial secret. But there is no 
federal Shield Law protect-
ing reporters from federal  
investigations.

The National Writer’s Union 
said in a statement that Wolf  

should never have been jailed.
“The abuses visited on Josh 

and other journalists are part 
of  an effort by governments 
at all levels to control the vol-
ume, flow and content of  the 
information that reaches the 
public,” the union said.

Daily Press staff writer Matthew C. 
Durkee and the Associated Press  
contributed to this report.
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Reverse Mortgages
for Senior Homeowners

 

Call Jeannette Grismer for free brochure: 760-243-1496

1. Borrower must be at least 62 years of age. Call for more detailed program information.  2. Provided all 
loan program requirements are met.  Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
© 2006 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.  #40939  1/07-4/07

• Receive payments instead of making them1

comfortable transaction!

• Use money for home repairs, buying a car-whatever you choose!
• No repayment due until you sell or vacate your home2

• We service your Reverse Mortgage after the closing
• Count on my 10+ years of experience in Reverse Mortgages for a smooth,

Community Easter Sunrise Service
April 8, 2007 at 6:00 a.m.

Come join the celebration of the Risen
Christ in Victor Valley Memorial Park at
11th & C Street. Victorville, thru gate D.

No one would be happier to see you
celebrate the miracle of the resurrection

than Jesus. After all, it’s a miracle
He wants everyone to share.

PARTICIPANTS
Hospice Chaplain, Community Hospice Victor Valley.

Hospice Chaplain, Visiting Nurse Association
of the Inland Counties.

Primera Iglesia Bautista De Church, Hesperia.
Trinity Lutheran Church, Victorville.

United Methodist Church of Victorville.

Dress Warm and bring a flashlight!

DESERT VIEW
Memorial Park, Funeral Home & Crematory

Family-Owned … T houghtful Service

• Pre-Planning
• Property
• Burial
• Mausoleums 
• Urn Garden
• Niches
• Family Estates
• Cremation & 

Witnessing Room
• Newly Remodeled

Facilities

Open 7 Days • Se Habla Español
• Veteran & Family Special Offer • Friendly Knowledgeable Staff

11500 Amargosa Rd., Victorville, CA 92392

(760) 244-0007
(760) 949-0326 CM #122

Lic. #COA583Lic. #FD1573

Meeting All Funeral & Cemetery Needs:

Mini Bubbler
0.16” Barb

25¢
EACH

E-2 Emitter

12¢
EACH

G.A. OSBORNE
PIPE & SUPPLY, INC.

YOUR GUIDE TO EFFICIENT
LANDSCAPE IRRIGATION

1/2”  . . . . .14¢ ft.
3/4”  . . . . .19¢ ft.
1”  . . . . . . .29¢ ft.
1 1/4”  . . . .41¢ ft.
1 1/2”  . . . .48¢ ft.
2”  . . . . . . .64¢ ft.

SCH 40 PVC PIPE

1/2 x 100’ Roll  . . . . . . . .$7.80 ea.
1/2 x 500’ Roll  . . . . . . .$33.00 ea.
1/2 x 1000’ Roll  . . . . . .$66.00 ea.

COMMERCIAL GRADE DRIP TUBING

Subject to stock on hand.
Prices subject to change without notice.

OrbitIrritrol

Champion

Wholesale Open To The Public
M-F 8-5 • Sat 8-4

243-1443 • 245-0916
I-15 & Bell Mountain at
Stoddard Wells Rd. Exit

4 Miles North of Victorville

Mini Bubbler
Spike

With Adapter

35¢
EACH

O b i t u a r i e sWolf: First Amendment rights 
conflict with court precedent
FROM B1

Eric Tom / Staff Photographer
Liz Wolf-Spada of Wrightwood, 
the mother of Joshua Wolf, is 
very relieved that her son is out 
of prision. ‘I can’t believe this is 
happening,’ she said.

Caltrans is concerned that 
motorists are not slowing down 
for the construction zone at 
Mojave River Bridge on High-
way 18 in Victorville. 

“The danger is they could 
get a ticket because we’re go-
ing to step up cooperation with 
CHP,” said spokeswoman Terri  
Kasinga. 

In order to protect the safety 
of  construction and motorists, 
Caltrans is bringing in change-
able message signs to tell people 
to slow down, she said. The de-
partment is also working with 
the California Highway Patrol 
to make sure people slow down. 

Kasinga said she would like 
to see motorists slow to 10 mph, 
but at least 25 mph would be 
wise.  

The problem became evident 
on Monday, when Caltrans be-
gan phase two of  the project 
early. 

There will be alternating lane 
closures seven days a week,  
24 hours a day during this stage, 
which will last about four to  
six weeks. 

• From 5 a.m. to 1 p.m., two 
lanes will be available on north-
bound Highway 18 (toward 
Victorville), and one lane will be 
available on southbound High-
way 18 (toward Apple Valley).

• From 1 p.m. to 5 a.m., two 
lanes will be available on south-
bound Highway 18 (toward Apple 
Valley) and one lane will be avail-
able on northbound Highway  
18 (toward Victorville).

Consideration has been given 
to the peak traffic direction for 
lane availability. The portion of  
the project that will impact traffic 
is expected to be complete by July, 
and the remainder of  the work 
will take place in the river bottom 
and is expected to be complete in 
summer 2008.

For information on other 
Caltrans roadwork, please go to 
their Web site at www.caltrans8.
info.

•
 Hesperia is closing lanes on 

Main Street from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
today for street improvements. 

  Main Street will remain 
open in both directions, but will 
be reduced to one lane on each 
side between Peach Avenue and 
I Avenue, according to a press 
release from the city. Motorists 
should expects minor delays, 
and the city is asking them to 
avoid the area if  possible. 

— Compiled from  staff reports

Richmond

Ro  a d  B r i e f s

BUSCHER

Body found by motorist is Lytle Creek man

“There didn’t appear to 
be any attempt to  
conceal the body.”
Cindy  Beavers

Spokeswoman for the  
Sheriff’s Department

I n  B r i e f



VICTORVILLE — The Daily 
Press is offering internships 
for students with an interest in 
journalism.

Interns must be at least  
16 years old and should have a 
demonstrated interest in jour-
nalism. High school and college-
level journalism students are 
particularly encouraged.

Interns perform a variety of  

newsroom tasks and assist report-
ers, photographers and Web site 
editors. Internships are tailored to 
the intern’s area of  interest.

To apply, send a resume and 
cover letter outlining your in-
terest in journalism to News In-
ternship, Attn: Editor, P.O. Box 
1389, Victorville, CA 92393-1389 
or send an e-mail to DHolland@
vvDailyPress.com.

nationally recognized odor scientist 
Ned Ostijic to assess the situation.

“I met him on Father’s Day at the 
plant,” Arias said.

By June, the air district was re-
quiring Nutro to come up with the 
odor abatement plan, which was 
designed by San Diego engineering 
firm AWR.

Arias addressed assertions by 
some residents that he knew the 
plant was going to cause a nuisance 
when he built the factory. He cited 
the identical plant in Tennessee, 
where there is no record of  any 
complaints received, the Daily 
Press has learned.

“People from the beginning have 
said, you knew about it, you just 
thought you’d get away with it. Why 
would we do that?”

Arias said he had spent four or 
five times the amount he was plan-
ning. Part of  the expense was the 
rush delivery he put on the materi-
als for the ventilation stack.

Now the task is for both Nutro 
and the air district to measure the 
odor levels.

Ostijic, the odor scientist, is al-
ready in town taking readings. Both 
the company and the district are 
encouraging residents to call them 
if  they smell something.

“If  they feel like it’s a nuisance, 
they should complain, and we’ll try 
to follow up as quick as we can to 
verify that it’s in fact Nutro that 
they’re smelling and how bad it is,” 
Heaston said.

Two lawsuits have been filed 
against the company seeking to bar 
Nutro from emitting any noxious 
odor. 

The Spring Valley Lake associa-
tion has filed one, and dozens of  
residents have filed another. Scott 
Eckert, one of  the plaintiffs in the 

group lawsuit, said he has been 
able to smell the Nutro plant since 
Friday.

“I would say it’s slightly better 
than it used to be,” Eckert said. “It’s 
not as bad as it used to be last year 
and so forth. But it’s still not gone.”

Not everyone in the community 
thinks the odor is a nuisance.

Michael Ramirez, a resident of  
Spring Valley Lake for six years, 
said the odor has not been a prob-
lem for him.

“I pretty much work at home, 
and I can’t say that I’ve smelled that 
building over here,” he said.

The air district has the option 
to take punitive action if  the odor 
does not meet Heaston’s standards. 
Some residents want a shutdown 
of  the plant until the odor is dealt 
with.

Heaston said the district is check-
ing the situation daily, adding that 
he has a difficult task ahead be-
cause odor is a subjective thing.

“You almost have to stand beside 
the person while it’s going on, so 
it’s going to put a lot of  pressure on 
us,” he said.

Complaints are down from 
last fall. In October, there were  
248 complaints registered with the 
MDAQMD. In November, it was 374; 
in December, 320; in January, 154; 
and in February, 209.

The MDAQMD is collecting 
comments on odors from the Nu-
tro plant. To make a report, call the 
district’s 24-hour complaint line at 
(800) 635-4617. Nutro has a commu-
nity response line, 241-9480.

ries of  his grandfather grating 
fresh horseradish on the back 
steps of  his house. The root was 
so bitter it caused tears to roll 
down Eiser’s grandfather’s face. 

Horseradish is often used on 
the symbolic Seder plate as ma-
ror, or bitter herbs, to recall the 
Israelites’ suffering as slaves in 
Egypt. 

Also on the plate were pars-
ley, to be dipped in salt water 
symbolizing tears, eggs to sym-
bolize the cycle of  life; a lamb 
shank bone or z’roa to symbol-
ize blood that warned the Angel 
of  Death to pass over houses 
of  the Israelites; and charoset, 

a mixture of  nuts, apples and 
wine that reminded people of  
the mortar the Israelites used to 
make bricks in Egypt.  

Eiser’s family would have 
about 25 at Passover in those 
days, but his father died several 
years ago and his mother was 
not planning on celebrating the 
holiday this year. 

“I can’t sing these words with-
out thinking of  him and the big 
family meal,” Eiser said. 

Leah Sherzer remembered 
Passover from 20 years ago, 
when she lived in Israel on a 
kibbutz, or collective commu-
nity, where people spoke French 

and Hebrew.
Teenagers in the Israeli mili-

tary would return home for the 
holiday and say, “I’m an Israe-
li before I’m a Jew,” she said. 
“They’re living the freedom.” 

One of  the hardest things for 
people outside the Jewish faith to 
understand is that Passover cel-
ebrates freedom from slavery and 
the opportunity for the Jews to be 
their own people, Sherzer said. 

The 10 plagues leading up to 
the Exodus can seem violent, 
since they caused suffering for 
Egyptians as well. 

Elizabeth Paine converted to 
Judaism 14 years ago and said 

the Seder meal replaced the im-
portance of  clothes at Easter. 

“These people taught me how 
to be a grown up,” she said.  

For many, it was the second 
Seder meal in which they par-
ticipated. Those families had cel-
ebrated the first night of  Pass-
over with a more intimate meal 
at home on Monday night. 

“It’s the best holiday of  the 
year,” said Gene Selig. “This is 
one time of  the year when we can 
get 150 people in a room for the 
same reason.” 

Hillary Borrud may be reached at 951-
6234 or hborrud@vvdailypress.com.
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BINGO!
APPLE VALLEY SENIOR

13188 Central Rd., Apple Valley, 247-3155 • Between Hwy. 18 & Bear Valley Rd.
PUBLIC WELCOME!

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON
WARM-UPS AT 11:45 AM

BUY-IN $5 FOR 10-PACK – PAYOUT $150
SPECIALS AT $1 PER SHEET – PAYOUTS $250

THURSDAY EVENING
WARM-UPS AT 5:10

BUY-IN FOR 12-PACK $10/$10/$5

$250 PAYOUT
GUARANTEED • EARLYBIRDS GUARANTEED $150 • LATE BIRDS GUARANTEED $150

NO-SMOKING BLDG.
SNACK BAR • LOTS OF PARKING • SECURITY • SORRY, NO CHECKS

LUCKY 7 BONANZA

D O O R    P R I Z E S
EVERY BINGO SESSION

FREE PROGRESSIVE BLACKOUT
WEDNESDAY – $1000 IN 52 #s THURSDAY - $1199 IN 53 #s
LUCKY 7 SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE BLACKOUT

WEDNESDAY – $250 IN 27 #s THURSDAY - $250 IN 24 #s

LUCKY BALL
WEDNESDAY – $200 THURSDAY - $600

WROUGHT IRON GATES
FENCING & POWDER COATING

Sunset
IRON AND AUTOMATION

240-6577

SWING GATES • SLIDE GATES
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

POWDER COATING
• Auto • Furniture • Fences & Gates

FREE ESTIMATES Lic. 601192

22276 Ottawa Rd., Unit 3, Apple Valley • 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Non-Medical Home Care

• Companionship

• Light Housekeeping

• Medication Reminders

• Meal Preparation

• Transportation

• Personal Care

CAREGivers are bonded and insured.
Complete background checks. 843-5655

“HOME IS STILL THE BEST PLACE TO BE”

YOU CAN 
FINISH

COLLEGE
FASTER

REGISTER NOW 
www.vvc.edu 

VICTOR  
VALLEY  

COLLEGE
Now Enrolling! 

Spring Fast Track 
8-Week Classes begin April 16

More than 80 Classes Available  
in our most popular subjects 

English
Mathematics 

Political Science 
Philosophy 

History 
Agriculture - Drip Irrigation Systems 

Agriculture - Equine Health 
Archaeology 

Automotive Repair 
Biomolecular Science 

Business Law 
Citizenship

Computer Information Systems 
Construction Technology 

Electronics Soldering
English as a Second Language 

Fire Technology 
Food Service & Catering Training 

Interpersonal Communication 
Psychology 

Religious Studies 
Theater
Welding

For a complete list of classes 
and more information:  

760.245.4271, Ext. 2411 
Or visit us on the web 

… with faster classes 

Thompson
Law Office

Your Family Law Solution

“EXPERIENCE YOU CAN COUNT ON”

245-3220

Announces Their Association With

ANTHONY D. ANGELO
Now Available for New

Appointments in
Family Law Matters

Flexible Appointments

~ NEW LOCATION ~
15497 W. Sand St., Ste. 100, Victorville, CA 92392

(1 block from courthouse)

NOW
OPEN!

760-956-3088
15550 Main St. B-5 • Hesperia

www.17nailspa.com

• Manicures
• Pedicures
• Waxing
• Acrylic Nails

17 Nails Spa

Walk-ins Welcome

Coupon
$5
OFF

Acrylics only
*Valid w/ad. Ask for details.

DIVERSIFIED GLASS

Clearly the best.™

244-7884

• CERTIFIED MILGARD DEALER

DID YOU KNOW

- Saves $$ OFF Energy Bills 
- Lifetime Guarantee 
- Noise Reduction

Now Open 9am-3pm on Saturdays
Visit Our Showroom

11774 Hesperia Rd., Ste. C, Hesperia

DiversifiedGlass.net

WHICH IS MORE BEAUTIFUL:
THE WINDOWS OR THE
ENERGY THEY SAVE?

BOTH!

FREE ESTIMATES

CAN

Seder: Conjurs memories  of past family gatherings
FROM B1

Nutro: Scientist already  
taking readings in town
FROM B1

“Nature is nature and God 
gave it to us for a reason,” 
Carlson said. “We’re supposed 
to protect it. You can’t tell me 
this won’t hurt the animals.”

Beyond harm to the wild-
life, Carlson is also concerned 
about contamination of  the 
water supply. 

She said some of  the oil 
containers she has found have 
been full, leading her to ques-
tion where the contents of  the 
empty ones went. 

She has also found contain-
ers of  other toxic chemicals, 
some of  which are used in the 
manufacturing of  metham-
phetamine.

C a rl s o n ’ s  d i s g u s t  h a s 
prompted her to call several 
agencies and offices looking 
for help. 

She said she called the 
county Fire Department, the 
county Health Department, 
county Code Enforcement, 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency and representatives in  

Washington, D.C. 
The Fire Department came 

out to clean up some oil, she 
said, but no one else has re-
sponded.

Meanwhile, Carlson is wor-
ried the waste is trickling into 
her water supply and harming 
her 10-year-old daughter.

Joan Mulcare, an environ-
mental health scientist with the 
San Bernardino Department 
of  Public Health, said ground 
water contamination from ille-
gal dumping is a concern when 
toxic chemicals are involved. 

She said re gardless of  
whether the river is flowing 
or not, the chemicals still seep 
into the ground water located 
just below the surface.

Mulcare had not heard of  
the dumping problem in 
Hodge but said she would send 
someone from her office out 
to check on the possible con-
tamination and contact county 
Code Enforcement to stop the 
dumping.

Dumping: Carlson called EPA
FROM B1

Daily Press offering student internships


