Rahbits need special care

LAST weekend, the
Easter Bunny made a

special stop on the
North Shore with a mis-
sion to leave chocolate

and other candj' treats.

A few weeks carlier, another
rabbit was making the rounds
of the arca for a very different
reason, She was homeless. The
white, lop-cared bunny was res-
cued in North Vancouver after
she followed a resident who
was walking his dog. She was
brought to a shelter that con-
tacted the Brtish Columbia
Rabbit Rescue (BCRR) and is
now in foster care.

BCRR ooman Lisa
Hutcheon confirmed that the
North Van bunny they named
Finnegan was definitely a
domesticated bunny that had
been set free in the area.

“People are buying them in
pet stores as babies and kecping
them for six to eight months,”
cxplained  Hutcheon. “Then
the novelty wears oft.”

Hutcheon said that at about
cight months rabbits’ hor-
mones kick in and unless they
are spayed or ncutered, they
become aggressive and they
need to mark their territory
resulting in stronger smells
around the house.

“A bunny is not really a

kids’ pet,” said Hutcheon. She
explained that bunnies do not
really like to be held.

She said they are ground
loving animals and their
instincts tell them that if they
are picked up they are probably
about to be caten. Another
important factor for parents to
consider is that rabbits have

finc bones that break casily if

the pet is dropped or handled
roughly by a child.

Another rabbit  rescue
group called Vancouver Rabbit
Rescue and Advocacy (VRRA)
confirms on its website that
rabbits need special care.

The website reports that
rabbits can die of fright and
they also need ar least four
hours of exercise a day so
should not be left in a cage for
long periods of time.

h organizations notc
that rabbits need vets with
special knowledge about rabbit
care, and suggest that since rab-
bits can live up to 10 years and
have special care needs, they
require serious commitment
from adults in the family if they
arc chosen as pets.

For families that can no
longer properly care for their
pet rabbits, Hutcheon said it is
important not to release the
animals into the wild.

Hutcheon explained thar

domesticated rabbits cannot
survive in parks and woods. She
said they are especially vulnera-
ble to coyotes and other ani-
mals, and noted a casc on the
North Shore in which a bunny
was found with a large portion
of the skin on its head ripped
oft by another animal.

While rabbits arc not rec-
ommended for children under

FINNEGAN was rescued from the streets of North Van.

the age of seven, Hutcheon
said they can make good pets
for adults and seniors.

She urged anvone interest-
ed in purchasing a rabbit to
consider adopting a bunny
from a shelter or rescue organi-
zation since there are so many

rabbits in need of good homes.

For more information on
BCRR, visit the website at
www.bcrabbits.org.

For more in mon on
VRRA, visit the website at
WWW.VITLOME,

— Rosalind Duane




