
2006 Make-It-Naked Picnic Account
Many folks write to me each year and ask me how many "Make-It-Naked" picnics we’ve actually had.  The first picnic 

I organized was in October of 2001 and included both coated and hairless rat terriers.  Several of the folks at this picnic, including myself experienced significant allergy problems……..thus began the yearly "Make-It-Naked" picnics.  The first "Make-It-Naked" picnic was held in  2002………so-o-o-o this would be the 5th "Make-It-Naked" picnic.

This year our "Make-It-Naked" picnic was held on Saturday, July 29, 2006 at the Western Waukesha County Training Club in Ixonia, Wisconsin. Forty-Five fun loving, “AHT  gah-gah” people attended the picnic with their na-kid little 

treasures of assorted sizes.  The hairless tail count totaled twenty-six and the states represented this year included AL, IA, MN, IL, IN, OH, and WI.

For those unfamiliar with the "Make-It-Naked" picnic, it is a gathering of delightful people who are owned by their American Hairless Terriers (AHT).  Many of these folks have been deprived of pet companionship prior to the development of this wonderful little hairless breed.  Each year we gather to celebrate the breed and enjoy each other's company.

We had a beautiful sunny day for the picnic.  Attendees were warmly greeted and given their “doggie bags”.  Each “doggie bag” is filled with name badges, fleece tug toys, doggie treats and color-coordinated bandannas for each AHT.  Each family is assigned a specific colored bandanna for their AHTS so that they can quickly identify their AHTS whereabouts at a glance.  

Included in the bags are also “AHT Road Maps” identifying AHTS, their sex, owner, breeder and the color of bandanna worn.  The road maps have proven to be nice “ice-breakers” for new attendees and generate much conversation regarding the breeders and parentage of each AHT.  It is always fun to find a long-lost littermate and compare their resemblances and differences.  A special treat this year tucked into the bags were home-made muffin treats and unflavored “bully sticks” that  were thoughtfully donated by Dy Trabel.

This year the picnic was catered by Glenn’s Market & Catering located in Watertown, WI.   The deli menu included a nice selection of meats, breads, croissants, salads, cheeses, fruits and chips.  I would like to extend a very special thank-you to Cheryl Erps for taking care of the catering arrangements for me and to “Mom Sue” for her devoted and time-consuming assistance in the kitchen and for all of the extra goodies she so graciously prepares and serves up to us each year.

This year as I watched the flurry of activity I noticed something very different from other years.  Generally I am at the door hugging and greeting people and making sure that folks are introduced and getting “comfortable” with one another.  

This year our regular attendees were jumping up and helping me greet and hugging the attendees that they have come to know from past years.  You could see their anticipation and anxiousness to visit with one another.  As our new attendees arrived our regular attendees were eagerly greeting them and encouraging them to join in, making them feel most welcome.  It was very heart-warming.

As always cameras and video cameras were snapping and flashing all day.  It is always a sight to behold when you gaze about this huge training facility and see the mingling crowd, many whom have never met before, instantly developing a bond via these precious hairless creatures.  It is always a blessing to be a part of this annual event and this wonderful group of people and AHTS.

I encourage attendees to send their photos to me so that they can be added to the picnic album.  Send your photos via e-mail, or if you have quite a few, via CD/snail mail. Another option would be to snail-mail me your actual photos and I will scan them and then return them to you promptly.  

I will re-send a link to this album each time new photos are added. 

FEEL FREE TO ADD CAPTIONS AND COMMENTS AND/OR CORRECT OR EDIT THEM!

NEXT YEAR PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDERS FOR NEXT YEAR’S PICNIC:
SATURDAY, JULY 28, 2007

Anyone interested in attending the 2007  "Make-It-Naked" picnic please leave your name and e-mail address in the guestbook and I will put you on the contact/mailing list. You need not own an AHT to attend.....but beware.....once you attend you will want one of your very own :)







