
2004 Make-It-Naked Picnic Account
The annual "Make-It-Naked" picnic was held at the Western Waukesha County Training Club in Ixonia, Wisconsin on July 24th, 2004.  A headcount of over 60 clothed humans and a tail-count of 35 na-kids were in attendance, five states, Alabama, Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri and Wisconsin were represented.  For those unfamiliar with the "Make-It-Naked" picnic, it is a gathering of delightful people who own American Hairless Terriers (AHT).  Many of these folks have been deprived of the companionship of pets prior to the development of this wonderful little hairless breed.  Each year we gather to celebrate the breed and enjoy each other's company.

Members of the Western Waukesha County Training Club could not have been nicer and provided us with a plethora of yummy food and hospitality. The facility was clean and nearly fur-free which was a big plus for those of us with asthma/allergies.  Once attendees entered the training club door, they were greeted warmly, registered and given nametags and "doggie bags." The doggie bags were filled with fleece tug toys, treats and color-coordinated bandannas so that each AHT could be easily identified amidst the flurry of na-kid activity. A road map of sorts was also provided to all participants that identified the dog's name, sex, owner, breeder and the color of bandanna they wore.

The near-perfect sunny weather, huge indoor facility and the fantastic outdoor, fenced 1.5 acres provided a wonderful free-running environment for all in attendance, humans and na-kids alike.  The day's activities included an agility demonstration by Denise Kennedy and family, and a conformation demonstration by AHT/Rat Terrier breeder Sharon Blair and Denise Kennedy. The picnic also provided an opportunity to distribute information on starting a regional club in the Midwest and identify those who were interested in becoming involved.

Sharon Blair's "Puppy Corner" was definitely the "hub" of the picnic. Sharon was most gracious and patient in answering the folks who had many questions concerning the breed. Throughout the day, new and prospective AHT owners took turns sanitizing their hands and anxiously awaited their turns to hold the precious na-kid puppies so tiny they were clothed in teeny red and blue ferret T-Shirts.

As the organizer of the picnic, it never ceases to amaze me to see so many AHTS (35) running about loose, chasing balls, playing with stuffed toys, doing tricks for treats and socializing civilly with nary a scuffle.  It was heart-warming to gaze about this huge training facility and see over 60 people gathered, many who had never met before, instantly develop a camaraderie via these precious hairless creatures.  Cameras and video cameras were snapping and flashing all day. We have many pictures of people taking pictures!!  It was a blessing to have been a part of this event and everyone is looking forward to future gatherings.

As photos are sent to me they will be added to the album so check back often.  Send photos via e-mail, CD's via snail mail or actual pictures that I can scan and return to you.  Those who attended the picnic please feel free to add/correct the TITLES and DESCRIPTIONS on the photos in this album.

Sets of pictures in the album are separated by the pink and blue "Picture Place" signs in this order:

    Wendy Simon

    Linda Moore

    Sharon Blair

    Missy Kellor

    Martha Rortvedt

    Sue Westman

    Leslie Steckbauer

    Cheryl Erps

Anyone interested in attending the 2005  "Make-It-Naked" picnic please leave your name and e-mail address in the guestbook to be put on the contact list. You need not own an AHT to attend.....but beware.....once you attend you will want one of your very own :)







