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You can transform maple leaf punchies (these are Marvy Uchida 1.5") into realistic poinsettias with just pen
and coloured pencils.  You will probably use red paper, but I am illustrating the steps on a different colour so
that the details are more easily seen.

First step is to divide each maple leaf into 3
poinsettia petals and add veining details. 
One thing to remember is not to draw straight
lines, most lines in nature have a curve to
them.

Next step is to add shading to visually separate the parts we have drawn in (red paper = 'petals',  green for
leaves).  Add some deeper colour by shading softly along the vein lines as in the 1st leaf.  Try not to draw
lines, aim for a soft blurred look - apply a small amount of colour at first, you can always add more!  Deepen
the colour by adding a second darker colour (2nd

leaf) or by colouring more heavily in some areas
(3rd leaf).  The final step is to add some (white)
highlights at the tips of the leaves (4th sample).
This helps define the leaf edges when they are
overlapped into a poinsettia shape

Forming different poinsettia shapes
The neat thing about the maple leaf shape is that it
can be overlapped into pinwheel configurations of
2, 3, 4 or more leaves, as shown in the examples
below (undecorated to show the shapes better).  A
three-leaf poinsettia is shown here with the third
leaf about to be slid into place, and in the final
shape, with a few green leaves added behind.
Add a centre with small punches or metallic pens.

Clockwise from top left:
• 2 , 3 and 4 leaf overlapped flower shapes
• 6, 8 and 12 leaf wreath/pinwheel shapes*

*The wreath shapes may also be made with
odd numbers of leaves.  These shapes do
not lock together as well as the flower ones.


