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Public records show 167 sex offenses were alleged to campus police at eight Ohio univerisities in 2014 and 2015. Statistics from three local universities, Wright State University,

\

Miami University and Wittenberg University, were part of those numbers. The other universities were Ohio State, Ohio University, University of Dayton, Central State and
Otterbein. Of the 167 reported offenses, 79 were alleged rapes and sexual assaults. Studies, however, indicate that these reported cases are a small fraction of total assaults on
campuses. Inthe middle photo, a Miami University student in 2012 sighs an umbrellain an effort to raise awareness about sexual assault. sTarr
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It was Halloween 2015. The
Miami University freshman went
to a fraternity house, then hit
New Bar in Oxford with friends.
Sheraninto a guy she knew from
calculus class. They danced, and
eventually they kissed. He walked
her back to campus.

This newspaper agreed not to
use the woman’s name for this
story, referring to her only as
Mary.

“During our walk, I felt intox-
icated so I held on to his arm. I
remember him saying, ‘You are
way too drunk; we are not doing
anything else,” “ Mary later told
investigators.

They stopped at the Armstrong
Student Center because she said
she had to use a restroom; he
suggested a family one on the
third floor. They both went to
the restroom, then started mak-
ing out again.

“I'was OK with some of the stuff;
the kissing and stuff, but he started
getting aggressive,” she said.

Using Ohio public records law,
this newspaper acquired reports
of 167 sex offenses alleged to cam-
pus police at eight Ohio univer-
sities in 2014 and 2015. They
included 79 alleged rapes and
sexual assaults. Other charges
included fondling and voyeurism.

These cases represent a small
fraction of the total assaults that
took place on the campuses, stud-
ies have shown.

Just five of the 79 cases exam-
ined by this newspaper led to
arrests in 2014 and 2015, and
not a single one had resulted in
a prison sentence. A handful of
the cases remained open at the
end of the year.

Many victims wouldn’t give
police their names, or provide
help in the investigations because,
many said, it felt like dragging out
a painful experience they just
wanted to end. Several pushed
for arrests, but county prosecu-
tors couldn’t or wouldn’t press
charges.

“I think it speaks to the bar-
riers that so many of these sur-
vivors face,” said Katie Hanna,
director of the Ohio Alliance to
End Sexual Violence.

“He wanted me to get on the
floor so we could have sex and I
said no, and that’s when he put
me on the floor,” Mary said.

She said she started cryingand
scratching him, and said he was
hurting her. She said he didn’t
use a condom.

“He told me I was being too
loud and covered my mouth.”

When he was done, he looked
down at her and realized he
couldn’t leave her there, she said:
“He actually had to stand me up
... He said, ‘No, you can’t do this.
I have to take you back to your
dorm. You have to get up.”

She said after he nearly carried
her back to her room, he pushed
her to perform another sex act
on him before he left.

There is no comprehensive
way of knowing how many sex-
ual assaults are reported to police
and university officials, despite
the federal Clery Act designed
for that purpose.

The Clery Act requires every col-
lege and university in the coun-
try to release a report every Octo-
ber that includes how many sex-
ual assaults and other crimes the
school was aware of the previ-
ous year.

The eight schools included in
this newspaper’s analysis were the
University of Dayton, Ohio State,
Wright State, Miami University,
Ohio University, Wittenberg, Cen-
tral State and Otterbein. The last

79 rapes/sexual assaults; no prison time

Convictions for on-campus sexual assaults like the one in the
Brock Turner case are rare, an investigation by this
newspaper found. Most assaults aren’t reported, and few
police investigations lead to arrests.

5 Number of arrests

Based on study of
campus police records
in 2014 and 2015

at eight Ohio
schools*

75%

Estimate of on-campus
forcible sexuval assaults
never reported.

0 Number of rape convictions

Number of rapes and
“sexual assaults”
identified

* The eight schools are Ohio State University, University of Dayton, Miami University,
Wittenberg University, Wright State University, Central State University, Ohio

University and Otterbein College

Source: Analysis of university police records, Association of American Universities study
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Ourinvestigationreveals sexual assault allegations at area
universities that never madeitto court. Also, a survivor talks
about why she never reported her assault.

of these was included because a
Supreme Court decision against
Otterbein last year made police
records at private universities
public for the first time, allow-
ing for this investigation.

These eight schools combined
reported 117 on-campus forcible
sex offenses in 2014, the most
recent year for which numbers
are available. This includes rape
and forcible fondling.

But not all of the incidents
were reported to campus police,
because federal and state laws
allow victims to ask that cases
not be handed over to police.
But for Clery purposes they are
encouraged to report to the uni-
versity that a crime occurred,
without details.

At the same time, not all sex
offenses handled by campus police
arereported through Clery. At the
University of Dayton, for exam-
ple, UD police investigated three
rapes alleged by students in the
student neighborhood that school
officials say didn’t have to be
reported because they occurred
in a non-university-owned land-
lord house.

The next morning, it took time
for it to sink in. Mary told her
friends about what happened over
breakfast at the dining hall. She
panicked when she thought she
saw her attacker, but he wasn’t
there.

Finally she realized she needed
to go to the hospital to guard
against pregnancy and sexu-
ally transmitted diseases. The
nurse reported it to Miami Uni-
versity police.

The vast majority of sexual
assaults are reported to no one.

A study last year by the Amer-
ican Association of Universities
surveyed students at 27 colleges
and universities and found that
only about a quarter of students
who say someone forced them to
have sex through physical force
— holding them down, attacking
them or threatening them with
aweapon — reported it to police
or campus officials.

For students who say someone
had sex with them while they
were passed out, asleep or inca-
pacitated due to drugs or alco-
hol, only 5 percent reported it
to authorities.

Survey respondents said they
didn’t report incidents because

they didn’t feel they were serious
enough, they were “embarrassed,
ashamed or that it would be too
emotionally difficult,” or they
“did not think anything would
be done about it.”

Mary first spoke to a male
Miami University officer, followed
by a female officer who she felt
was skeptical of her claims.

“She kept saying, Are you sure?
Are you sure?’ She said, “If this
was my boy I'd want whoever
was saying it to be sure,”” Mary
said. “To me, she seemed like she
thought I regretted it, and that’s
why I reported it.”

Mary told the officers she didn’t
want to press charges.

The mere thought of seeing
the man again overwhelmed her
with anxiety, let alone facing him
in court. Mary didn’t fill out a
statement.

“She said she is not sure if she
wants to have criminal charges
filed against (redacted) because
she doesn’t want to ruin his life,”
the police report says.

The case was closed — the first
time — Nov. 4 after Mary signed
a form waiving any criminal or
administrative process.

Police reports reviewed by this
newspaper list the main reason
for closing investigations is a lack
of cooperation from the victim.
Women alleging heinous crimes
refused to give police details about
suspects, or return officers’ fol-
low-up phone calls.

Laura Baxter, executive direc-
tor of Project Woman in Spring-
field, said victims often want a
return to normalcy and are ter-
rified of the implications of going
through the administrative or
criminal justice system.

“There’s a risk of the stigma,
the identification, the reminders
of the crime that happened,” she
said. “If they report, it becomes
something of a public arena, and
they have to begin to share and
the process gets bigger in the pro-
cess of sharing.

“How do I balance the deci-
sion to take care of myself (as a
victim) and heal my trauma or
expose myself to more through
the process of holding a perpe-
trator accountable? Because it’s
not done quietly.”

Campus police can pursue a
case without a victim’s permis-
sion, but records obtained by this

newspaper show they rarely do so.

“University police investigate
all cases to the extent they can,
for the protection of our campus
community and the community
at large,” UD officials wrote in a
statement. “Whether an individ-
ual is fully pursued through the
criminal justice system is a deci-
sion for the prosecutor. If a vic-
tim does not want to prosecute,
our ability to pursue a criminal
case is limited.”

Mary’s decision to pursue crim-
inal charges against the suspect
cametwo weeks later after afluke:
The results of her medical tests
from the rape kit were sent to
her parents’ home. Talking to
[friends and family strengthened
her resolve.

“They say that people who do
this sort of thing do it again, and
Ididn’t want anyone else to go
through it,” she said.

Miami officers for the first time
got his version of events. They
diverge completely at the point
they go into the bathroom and
start kissing.

“She then asks if I have a con-
dom to have sex. I said yes,” he
wrote in his police statement on
Nov. 18. He said he stopped after
maybe 45 seconds for fear of get-
ting caught.

“I was scared of someone
catching us because it would be
so embarrassing. I told her we
had to stop and I threw the con-
dom away.

“I wanted to walk her back
because no girl should walk back
solate,” he said, claiming he took
her home, gave her a hug and a
kiss and left.

Separate from the police inves-
tigation, the university is required
to investigate alleged sexual
assaults under federal Title IX
rules to determine whether a
suspect violated university pol-
icy on sexual misconduct.

These Title IX hearings have
been controversial, with some
alleging in court that universi-
ties under federal pressure to
take a heavy-handed approach
to sexual violence tip the scales
in favor of the accuser.

Miami University is one of sev-
eral Ohio schools sued by students
claiming their discipline was too
harsh. At the same time, Miami
is being sued by a student claim-
ing the school under-responded
to sexual assault.

Mary saw his testimony as part
of the Title IX process. She had a
panic attack.

“Obviously I knew hewas going
to lie, but it just upset me that
he threw it all on me,” she said.

They allowed her to Skype into
the hearing because she was ter-
rified of being in the same room
as him. The hearing was held
about two weeks after her report.

“Ireally feel like the university
handled it really well,” she said,
noting that they offered other
resources and support.

The hearing board found that
heviolated the university’s sexual
misconduct policy. He was sus-
pended through mid-August 2017.

“People have gotten in more
trouble for academic dishon-
esty than for sexual assault,” she
said. “If you get caught cheat-
ing or copying papers, youw’ll get
expelled from school.”

The Title IX process involves
both parties filling out written
statements and answering ques-
tions from a university hearing
board of two faculty and one
staff member.

Title IX disciplinary hearings
rarely result in serious conse-
quences. There were 68 on-cam-
pus sexual assaults reported
through Clery in 2014 at five

schools — Ohio State, Miami,
Wright State, the University of
Cincinnati and Central State.
There were 16 suspensions or
expulsions.

Findings are based on a “pre-
ponderance of evidence,” mean-
ing it’s more likely than not that an
offense occurred. This is a lower
standard than criminal convic-
tion, but a higher standard than
probable cause, which is enough
to arrest someone.

The police investigation in
Mary’s case went nowhere.

Police records show they met
with Assistant Butler County Pros-
ecutor Mike Hon on Dec. 2.

“We went over the report and
case file. There is not enough
probable cause to file criminal
charges against the suspect,” the
report says.

“Based on the above informa-
tion, this report is being closed
pending further developments.”

“Idon’tunderstandthat,” Mary
told this newspaper.

“It’s just kind of invalidating
for the survivor that they won’t
even take a good look at it and
pursue it when the school found
him responsible,” she said. “I
think it’s a really good thing the
university has a process or else
nothing would happen to these
people that assault others.”

Butler County Prosecutor Mike
Gmoser said he couldn’t talk about
specific cases, but said he aggres-
sively pursues sexual assault cases
he thinks he can win in court.

He said the university disci-
plinary process “is of no con-
sequence to me, it doesn’t sup-
port or diminish the outcome
of a case.”

“I’m given credit for know-
ing what’s provable, and after
43 years of doing this on both
sides of the fence, I think I have a
pretty good sense of what’s prov-
able and what’s not,” he said.

“I’'m not the final arbiter on
whether or not a case is filed. I
give advice on whether it’s the
right thing to do at that time,” he
said. “(I tell police) if you want
it to go to the grand jury, even
though I’'m telling you as your
legal adviser in this case it’s abad
idea, go ahead and arrest him.”

The largest obstacle in many
of these cases, Gmoser said, is
alcohol.

Most of the victims of sexual
assault in the cases reviewed were
intoxicated, many to the point
they lost consciousness or lacked
the ability to fight back. Several
only knew they were assaulted
because they woke up missing
clothes, or because a witness
told them about it.

“Being drunk does not lend
itself to establishing facts very
well,” Gmoser said. “It doesn’t
excuse or justify a rape, but it
can make an investigation a lit-
tle more difficult.”

Marywatched the Brock Turner
controversy play out with mixed
emotions, including sharing the
disgust of many with the sentence
and support for Turner provided
by his family and even school and
court officials in Oakwood.

“The light at the end of this
dark tunnel, however, would be
the massive amount of public
support Turner’s victim has been
receiving,” she said. “It’s nice to
see people aren’t blaming her
for being drunk, but instead are
holding Turner accountable for
his actions. I wish more sexual
assault cases would go to trial.
Looking back, I wish mine had.

“I don’t think rapists should
get away with their actions and
that victims should get the jus-
tice they deserve.”

Contact thisreporter at 937-328-
0374 or email Josh.Sweigart@
coxinc.com.



